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MOHICANfl. Ill 



CHAPTER V. 



Weftve w« t^e wooU The thread is span. 
The web is, wove. The work is doue."— <rr«y. 



• The hostile armies^ who lay in the wilds 
of the Horican, passed the night of the 
ninth of August, 1757> much in the man- 
ner that would have prevailed, had they 
encountered on the fairest field of Europe. 
While the conquered were still, sullen, and 
dejected, the ^victors triumphed. But 
there are limits alike to grief and joy; 
and long before the dead watches of the 
morning came, the stillness of those bound- 
less woods was only broken by a gay call 
from some exulting young Frenchman of 
tiie advanced piquets, or a menacing chal- 
lenge from the fort, which sternly forbade 
the approach of any hostile footsteps before 
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the stipulated moment should arrive. Even 
these occasional threatening sounds ceased 
to be; heard in that dull hour which pre- 
cedes the day, at which period a listener 
might have sought, in vain, any evidence 
of the presence of those armed powers, that 
then slumbered on the shores of the " holy 
lake/' 

It was during these moments of deep 
silence, that the canvass which concealed 
the entrance to a spacious marquee, in the 
French encampment^ was shoved aside, and 
a man issued from beneath the drapei'y into 
the open air. He was enveloped in a cloak 
that might have been intended as a protec- 
tion from the chilling damps of the woods, 
but which served equally well, as a mantle, 
to conceal his person. He was permitted 
to pa8s the grenadier, who watched over 
the dumbers of the French commander, 
without interruption, the man making the 
usual salute, which betokens military defer- 
ence, as the other passed swiftly through 
the little city of tents, in the direction of 
.William Henry. Whenever this unknown 
individual encountered one of the number- 
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less sentinels, who crossed his path, his an- 
swer was pronipt, and as it appeared, satis- 
factory ; for he was uniformly allowed to 
proceed, without further interrogation. 

With the exception of such repeated, but 
brief interruptions, he had moved silently 
from the centre of the camp to its most 
advanced outposts, when he drew nigh the 
sddier who held his watch nearest to the 
worics of the enemy. As he a])proache<}, 
he was received with the usual challenge. • 

" Qui Vive r 

** France" — was the reply. 

** Le mot d'ordre ?'' > 

", " La victoire," said the other, drawing 
so nigh, as to be heard in a loud whisper. 

" C'est bien," returned the sentinel, 
throwing his musket from the charge to 
his shoulder ; " vous vous promenez bien 
matin, monsieur ! " 

. ** II est necessaire d'etre vigilant, moh 
enfant,*' the other obsei-v«d, dropping a 
fold of his cloak, and looking the soldiet* 
close in the face, as he passed him, stiU 
Cditinuirig his way towards the British for- 
tification. The tj^zn started ;^ bis arms 
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rattled heavily as he threw them forward, , 
in the lowest and most respectful salute ; 
and when he had again recovered his piece, 
he turned to walk his post, muttering be- 
tween his teeth, 

" II faut etre vigilant, en verite ! je crois 
ique nous avons 1^, un caporal qui ne dort 
jamais!'' 

' The officer proceeded, without affecting 
to hear the words which escaped the sen- 
tinel in his surprise ; nor did he again pause 
until he had reached the low strand, and in 
a somewhat dangerous vicinity to the west- 
ern water bastion of the fort. The light 
of an obscured moon was just sufficient to 
render objects, though dim, perceptible in 
their outline^. He, therefore, took the 
.precaution to place himself against the 
trunk of a tree, where he leaned for many 
minutes, and seemed to contemplate the 
dark and silent mounds of the English 
works in profound attention. His gaze at 
the ramparts was not that of a curious or 
idle q)ectator} but his looks wandered 
,frOm» point to point, denoting his know- 
ledge of military usages, and betraying 
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that his search was not unaccompanied by 
distrust. At length he appeared, satisfied ; 
and having cast hi» eyes impatiently up- 
ward, towards the .summit of the eastern 
mountain, as if anticipating the approach 
of the morning, he was in the act of turn* 
ing on his footsteps, when a light sound on 
the nearest angle of the bastion caught his 
ear and induced him to remain. 

Just then a figure was seen to approach 
the edge of the rampart, where it stood, 
apparently, contemplating in its turn the 
distant tents of the French encampment. 
Its head was then turned towards the east^ 
as though equally atixious for the appear- 
ance of light, when the form leaned against 
the mound, and, seemed to gaze upon th^ 
glassy expanse of the waters, which, like a 
submarine firmament, glittered with its 
thousand mimic stars. The melancholy 
air, the hour, together with the vast fram^ 
jof the man who thus leaned, in musing, 
against the English ramparts, left no doubt 
as to his person^ in the mind of the observant 
spectator. Delicacy, no less than prudence, 
ppw urged him to retire; and he haql 
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moved cautiously round the body of the tree, 
for that purpose, when another sound drew 
his attention, and once more arrested his 
footsteps. It was a low, and almost inau- 
dible movement of the water, and was sue- 
ceigded by a grating of pebbles, one against 
the other. In a 'moment, he saw a dark 
form rise, as it were, out of the lake, and 
steal, without further noise, to the land^ 
within a few feet of the place where he 
himself stood. A rifle next slowly rose be- 
tween his eyes and the watery mirror ; but 
before it could be discharged, his own hand 
was on the lock. 

'^Hugh!" exclaimed the savage, whose- 
treacherous aim was so singularly and so 
unexpectedly interrupted. 

Without making any reply the French 
officer laid his hand on the shoulder of the 
Indian, and led him in profound silence 
to a distance from the spot, where their sub- 
sequent dialogue might have proved dan-, 
gerous, and where, it seemed, that one of 
them, at -least, sought a victim. Then, 
throwing open his cloak, so as to expose his 
iiniform, and the cross of St. Ixmis, whi<;h 
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ivas sui^pended at his breast^ Montcalm 
sternly demanded — 

" What means this ! does not my son 
know, that the hatchet is buried between 
the English and his Canadian father P*^ 

" What can the Hurons do ?" returned 
the savage, speaking, also, though imper- 
fectly, in the French language. " Not a 
warrior has a scalp, and the pale faces 
make friends !" 

" Ha ! le Renard Subtil ! Methinks this 
is an excess of zeal for a friend, who was so 
late an enemy! How many suns have set 
since le Renard struck the war post of the 
English!" 

" Where is that sun?" demanded the 
sullen savage. " Behind the hill ; and it is 
tiark and cold. But when he comes again, 
it will be bright and warm. Le Subtil is 
the sun of his tribe. There have been 
clouds and many mountains between him 
and his nation ; but now he shines, and it 
is a clear sky !" 

" That le Renard has power with his 
people I well know," said Montcalm ; " for 
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yesterday he hunted for their scalps, and 
to-day they hear him at the council fire !" 

" Magiia is a great chief !'* ' 

" Let him prove it by teaching his nation 
how to conduct towards our new friends !" 

"Why did the chief of the Canadas bring 
his young men into the woods, and fire his 
cannon at yonder earthen house?** de- 
manded the subtle Indian. 

" To subdue it. My master owns the 
land, and your father was ordered to drive 
off these English squatters. They have 
consented to go, and now he calls them 
enemies no longer.'* 

" 'Tis well. Magna took the hatchet to 
colour, it with blood. It is now bright; 
when it is red it shall be buried." 

" But Magna is pledged not to sully the 
lilies of France. The enemies of the great 
king across the salt lake are his enemies ; 
his friends the friends of the Hurons." 

" Friends !" repeated the Indian, in bit- 
ter scorn. " Let his father give Magna a 
hand.'' 
. Montcalm, who .felt that his influence 
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over the warlike tribes he had gathered, 
was to be maintained by concession, rather 
than by power, complied, reluctantly, with' 
the other's request. The savage placed 
the finger of the French commander on a 
deep scar in his bosom, and then exultingly 
demanded — 

" Does my father know that ?" 

** What warrior does not ! 'tis where the 
leaden bullet has cut." 

"And this !" continued the Indian, who 
had. turned his naked back to the other, 
his body being without its usual calico 
mantle. 

*^ This !— my son, has been sadly injured, 
here ! who has done this ?" 

" Magna slept hard in the English wig- 
wams, and the sticks have left their mal'k," 
returned the savage, with a hollow laugh, 
which did not, nor could not, however, 
conceal the fierce temper that nearly 
choked him. Then, recollecting himself^ 
with sudden and native dignity, he added 
— *^ Go ; teach your . young men, it is 
peace! le Renard Subtil knows how to 
speak to a Huron warrior !" 
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Without deignii]^ to bestow farther 
words, or to. wait for any answer, the 
savage cast his rifle into thq hollow of his 
arm, and moved silently through the 
encampment towards the woods, where his 
own tribe was known to lie. Every few 
yards, as he proceeded, he was challenged 
by the sentinels ; but he stalked sullenly 
onward, utterly disregaiding the summons 
of the soldiers, who only spared his life, 
because they knew the air and tread, no jg 
Jes5 than the obstinate daring, of an la- ^ 
dian., ^ 

Montcalm lingered long and melancholy ^ 
on the strand, where he had been left by ^ 
his companion, brooding deeply on the ^ 
temper which his ungovernable ally had ^ 
just discovered. Already had his fair fame L 
been tarnished by one horrid scene, and in ^ 
circumstances fearfully resembling those, ^ 
under which he now found himself. As he i 
^mused, he became keenly sensible of the ^ 
deep responsibility they assume, who dis- | 
regard the means to attain their end, and |L 
of all the danger of setting in motion an ^ 
engine, which it exceeds human power to ^ 

r 



cootroiiL Thea ihskoig off a tfmin of n* 
ifotioiifi tiiat he aoooonted a vealmess in 
weh a fliomedt of tnumph, he retMoed 
his steps towards his tent, giving the ordef 
IS fai fHiedt to make the signal that should 
caH the Umf &om its dnmbers. 

Tko iiBt t^ of the French drums was 
echoed firom the bosom of the lbrt.{ and 
prttwtly Ihe valley ms filled with the 
Mfaim of martiai miatic, cimog long, tinit 
fing; end lively^ above the rattHng ac« 
OMspnoisieiit The horns of £he victors 
sounded msny and chearfni flourishes, 
until the last laggard of the camp was at 
hii poet i but the instant the British fifes 
bad Mown their ahriU aignal, lihey became 
OMiie* In iim naean tinse the day had 
dam^d, and wl»» the hne of^^e Fnnch 
umj .wte te»Ay to seceivo its general^ the 
raya of a brilhmt am wens glanemg along 
ite gUttessng array. Hien, that fnccess 
whi^ wae aiioady ao wieH biown^ was 
oft'eia% OMioimeed ; the favoured band, 
wk4 m«» aeieeted to guand the gwles of 
tk^foft^ were dotaiied, and ddllod before 
their nimfi tho mffud of tbcar apppoadi 
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was given, and all the usual preparations 
for a change of masters were ordered and in 
executed directly under the guns of the £ 
contested works. 

'A very different scene presented itselj \ 
within the lines of the Anglo- American i 
army^ As soon as the warning signal was 
given, it exhibited al) the signs of a hur- p 
ried and forced departure. The sullen 
soldiers shouldered their empty tubes^ and a 
fell into their places^ like ipen whose blood 
had been heated by the past contest, and 
who '. only desired the (^pprtunity to re- 
venge an indignity, which was still wound- 
ing to th^ir pride, concealed, as it was, ^ 
under all the obsiervances of military eti- 
quette. ' Women and children ran J&om 
place to place, some bearing the scanty 
remnants of their baggage, and others 
s^archiibg, in the ranks,; for those coun- 
tenances, they looked up to for protection. 
Munro s^peared among his silent troops, 
firm, but dejected. It was evidept that 
the unexpected blow had struck deep into 
his heart, though' he struggled to sustain. 
t(is misfortune with the port of iei man^. 
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Duncan was touched at the quiet and 
impressive exhibition of his grief. He had 
discharged » his own duty, . and ^ he now 
pressed to the side of the old man, to 
know in what particular he might serve 
him. . 

" My daughters," was ihe brief, but ex- 
pressive reply, 

X " Good heavens ! Are not arrangements 
already m£^de for their convenience ?'* 

•* To-day I am only a soldier, Major 
Heyward/' said the veteran. '^All that 
you see here claim alike to be my qhiU 
dren.'' 

Duncan had heard enougl^. Without 
losing one of those moments which had 
now become so precious^ he flew towards 
the quarters of Munro, in quest of the 
sisters. He foutid. them on the threshold 
of the low edifice, already prepared to de« 
part, and surrounded by a clamorous and 
weeping assemblage of their own sex, that 
had^ gathered about the place, with a sort 
of instinctive conciousness, that it was the 
point most likely to be protected. Though 
the eheeks of Cora were pale, and her 

G 2 
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countenwce anxioiMi ahe had lost wnm o£ 
her firmneBs $ but the eye» of Alice w^t^ 
inflamed^ und betrayed how }oqg and hitr 
terlj «he had wepU They both> hovevery 
received the youi^g man with iindtoguised 
pleasure ; the formeri for a novelty, being 
the first to ^ealu 

*< The fort is lost,"* she said, mih a me^ 
lucboly juniiei ^* though our good name, 
I trust, remains T' 

** Tis brighter than ever i Bul^ dearest 
Miss Munro, it is time to thiuk l#eacf 
cvtbers, and to make aome proviinan $» 
yourself. Military usage — ^pride-r^ial; 
jiride en which you so much vakie your- - 
sel4 demauds that youcr lather and I 
liiould, &r a little while, coatiaiie witJ^ 
the troops. Then wh«re to seek a ^of)#r . 
fNTotector £p€ ypu, aganst the cooAmqii 
and cfaaxice a£ such a scene r 

** None is necessary," retumed Cora $ 
'^who will dare to injure or insuU ib« 
daughter of such a fiUher, at a tioie |ik^ 
this?** 

** I wo^ld not leave you ak>oe," conti*" 
noed the youth, lookii^ about hin in a 
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hmtwA ttiantter, ^^§ot Ae cotnnMind of tlM 
bttft regiioent in the pajr of the king:! 
Remember) oor Alice is not gifted with 
•H your firmneiii^ and God only knows the 
terror she might ^ndure^'' 

^Yott may be right,*' Con replied^ 
smiling again, but far more sadly than 
befere. ^ listen $ chance has already sent 
ns a friend f^ben he is most needed«^' '" 
V Duncan did listen, and on the instant 
comprehended her meaning. The low 
and sertous sounds ti the sacred music, so 
well knomi to the eastern |>rovinces» 
caught las ear, and instantly drew him to 
Ml apartment in an adjacent" building, 
#hich had already been deserted by its 
customary tenants. There he found Da* 
yid pouring out his pious feelings, through 
^e OQ^ medium in which he ever in- 
dulged. Duncan waited, until by the ces^ 
Mdoti of the movement of the hand be 
b^ved the strain was ended» when, by 
toudiing his shoulder, he drew the atten^ 
tion of the other to himself, and in a few 
words ex^ned his wishes. 

^ Even 3o/* replied iha shigte mnded 
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di3ciple of the Kitig of Israel, when the 
young Irian had ended ; <^ I have found 
much that is comely arid melodious in the 
maidens, and it is fitting that we, who have ' 
consorted in so much peril, should abide 
together in peace. ' I will attend them, 
when I have completed my morning priiise,! 
to which nothing is now wanting but the 
doxology.* Wilt thou bear a' part friend A 
The metre is common^ and ' the tiine known 
as • Southwell.' " ; 

Then,, extending the little volume, and 
givitog the pitch of the air, anew^ with 
considerate attention,;David re-commenc^d 
and; finished his strains, with a fixedness of 
manner that it was. not easy to interrupts '[ 
Hey ward was ' fain to wait until the verse 
was ended ; when seeing David relieving 
himself from the i^pectacles, krid replacing 
the book, he continued — ; > 

"It will be your duty to see that none 
dare to' approach the ladies with any rude 
intention, or. to offer insult or taunt at the 
misfgrtune of their ' brave father. In this 
task, you will be secpuded by.the dbnie** 
tics of their household;'* . 
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** Even so/'* ' 

/'It is possible, that the Indians and 
stragglers of the enemy may intrude ; in 
i!iF;hich case, you will remind them of the 
terms of the capitulation, and threaten to 
report thdr conduct to Montcalm. A 
word will suffice.'* 

** If not, I have that here which shall,^ 
returned David, exhibiting his book, with 
an air. in which meekness and confidence 
wei-e singularly blended. ** Here are 
words^, which uttered, of rather, thundered, 
with proper emphasis, and in measured 
time, shall quiet the most unruly temper. 

" Why ra^e the he^en furiously 1" — 

;*** Enough','* said Hey ward, interrupting 

the burst of liis musical invocation ; '^ we 

• • . ' • - . * 

understand . each other; it is time that 
we should how assume oiir respective 
.duties." 

Gamut cheerfully assented,, and together 
they immediately sought the maidensli 
Cora received her new, and somewhat 
extraordinary protector, courteously at 
least; and even the pstlUd features of 
Alice lighted again with some of : fbeir 
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qative archness, as she thanked Jii&yvfird 
for hui eare. Duncan took oc^asicAf to 
aasura them he had done the bent tiMt 
drcttmstuiees permitted, and, as he he* 
Ikvedi quite enough for the iticuri^ of 
their feelings ) of danger there wto now* 
He then spoke gladly of his intendoti to 
fqoiu tbem^ the mmnent he had led the 
advance a few miles towards the HudsMi, 
and immediately took his leave. 

By this time tiie signal of departure ted 
liwa giv^, and the head of the Si^lish 
cdhsmn was in motion. The ifdsters itavted 
at the sound, and glandi^ their ejjws 
around, they saw the white uniforms of the 
French grenadiers, who had ajbready taken 
possession of the gates of fh^ fixrt^ At 
that moment an enormous dond seea9*d 
to pass suddenly above theb beads^ and 
looking upward, they discovered that ibey 
stood beneatb the wide folds of the spot- 
less standard of France. 

^^ Let us go/' B«d Cora $ ** tibis is no 
iongar a fit place for the dtUdren of an 
English officer !'' 

dong t<i the arm of her 8»iter> imd 



t oytte r they 1^ the panuie, womnpinied 
^ the moviog throng, fliat sti^ surrounded 
thenu 

L. As tiwf |iassed the gates, tiw iRfench 
offiueeis, ivho had Inrned their rank, bowed 
often and low, forbearing, hoveveri to 
iotn^e those attentioi^^ wlucb Uiey ww;, 
mth pecn&K tact, ^aii^t not be agreeable. 
Am cveiy vehidle^ and euch beast 0£ bur- 
then, was occupied bj the t&ck and wound* 
ed, Cora hiMl bedded to endure the hr 
tigaes of a foot march, rather than intei^^ 
f^n witib their comforts. Indeed, many 'i^ 
oatkoed and feeble soldier was ^compelled 
to drag his exhausted limbs iti the rear of 
the eol^nias, fer the want of the necessary 
means of conveyance in that wilderness^ 
The wIk^ however, was in motion $ the 
weaJb: and wounded^ groaning, and in suf* 
Iteing; their ccmirades, ritent iand sullen ; 
and the women and childi^m in terrol*, 
though ibey knew not of what. 

As the confused and timid throng left 
the {NTOtectiiig mounds^^ the fort, and 
issued on tiie open plain, the whole scene 
wfts at onee presented to their ^es. At 

Q S 
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a little distance on the right, and somewhat 
in the rear,, the French arniy stood to their 
arms, Montcalm having collected his par- 
ties, so soon as his guards had poslsessioh 
of the works. They were attentive, but 
aiiept observers of the. proceedings of the 
vanquished, failing in none of the stipu- 
lated military honours, . and offering iHS 
taunt or insult, in their success, to theii* 
less fortunate foes. Living masses of the 
English, to the amount, in the whole, of 
near three thousand, were moving slowly 
across the pkin; towards the common cen- 
tre, and gradually approached: each other, 
a9 tbey converged to the point of their 
march, a vista cut through the lofty trees, 
where the road to the Hudson entered the 
forest. Along the sweeping borders'of the ^ 
woods ' hung' a dark cloud of savages, 
eyeing the passage of their, enemies, ahdi 
hovering at a distance, like vultures, who 
were only kept from stooping von their . 
prey by the presence and restraint of a 
superior army. ^ A few had , straggled 
among the conquered columns, where 
tiiey stalked in sullen discontent ; ktten«> 
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tive> though, /as y^ passive observers of 
all that moving multitude. > 

The advance, with Hey ward at its .head, - 
had already reached the defile, and was 
slowly disappeaiing, when the attention of 
Cora was drawn to a collection of strag« 
glers, by the sounds of contention. A 
truant provincial was paying the forfeit of 
his 'disobedience, by being plundered of 
those very effects which had caused him. 
to .desert his place in the ranks. ' The man 
was of powerful frame, and . too avaricious 
to part with his goods without a struggle. 
Individuals from either party interfered; the 
one side to prevent, and the other to aid in 
the robbery. Voices grew loud and angry, 
and a hundred savages appeared, as it were, 
by. majgic, where a dozen only had been 
seen /a few minutes before,. It was then 
that Cora saw the form of Magna, gliding 
ataiong his countrymen, and speaking with 
his fal^l and artful eloquence. The mass 
of women and children stopped, and 
hovered together, like alarmed and But* 
tenng birds. But the. cupidity of the In- 
dian was soon gratified, and the different 
bodies again moved slowly onward. 



content to let thdf Mieoues advaacei iiitii*^ 
-oiitfiif&ef ^oligstatioA, .Bttt as ijie female 
cfiiiwd i^)pfoached thoaii the gmdf coloum 
«f a shstwi at;tracted tbe ^res cf a wiU 
nd 4iatiit»ed H^aron* He advueed to 
seize it^ irithout the least hesitation* Th^ 
womaaiy tnore in terror than throisgh lof« 
<tf the 'Oraament^ wi*apped her child m iim 
ooyeted artide^ aad f^ded both aaoM 
ebsely to h^ bosom. Ci»a iru in the act 
<€ speaking) with an intent to advise the 
4romMi to abandon the t<ifle» wl^^n the sa* 
^vage i^elinqrashed his hold of the ^dia^ 
uid tore the screaming infacit from ha 
atms. Abandoning evefy thing lo the 
gieedy gmsp of theae around her, th% 
ndother darted mt^ distraction in Im 
H)^, to reclaim her child. The Indian 
iBfi^Sied gtimfy) and «ea6ended one hand^ m 
aig^ ef a wiUkigness to exehai^, whiie^ 
i|pri^ 4be odter ^ flomiriied the hibt 
a^bove hidliettd^ beidmg it hytheftet,as 
"if to ^enhance the value of the ransom* 

" Here— here**-4here— all^ — «ny*— ^very 
tiling !'^ eitclaimed the boeaihiess wonma $ 
tearing the lighter articles of dnss from 



k 

her persoiii with ilt-diireeted and tMmfaling 
^er^^^Toke a]l> but give pie my 

Hie toMge f^nied ihe wordileM rags^ 
and p^«rtflii^ t^M; Ike 3bawi had already 
be<Mtte a f rim to tm^^r, hit baMering^ 
bat eulleti ftndle, ehaogiiig te a gleani k^ 
ftMetfy^ he daefaed the head of the inlnrt 
agabiat a roeic, i^d east iti qmvwiag n- 
mi^a t& her very ^Mt. Far aa instant 
fhe fdother etood) like a «tatue df dei;»iiV 
looking wildly down at the unseemfy o\^ 
jeei^ mHnA. had ao lately neatled ia her 
bMom md amiled in her face^ and then 
fljhe raiMd her eyes and x^anteainoe Mv 
wards heai^n, as if calitag on God to onriie 
ihe p€9pelrato» of ^ f^ detd* ^She waa 
s|^«^ the d« of Dieh a prayw I for^mad* 
dened at his dMappaiMmenty and excitad 
by the «q^ ef bloody the Hiiaon aan^ 
fytiiy d^w^ his tomahawi: into her mm 
hmn, 1%e «Mther mnek 4mder tiia tdow^ 
ia»i ^11, j^aspiag at her eUld, in deaths 
with the same ^engroask^ love idiat had 
lasmsed bet to <^ierish it when Uving; 
' Afttiiat^iiger<m8ifi^inentMaguapk)eed 
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his baad& to hisr mouth, and ms^d the fftt^J: 
and appalling whoop. The scattered In* 
dians started at the ;w^ell known cry, at 
coursers bound at the signal to quittthe 
goal ; arid, directly, there arose. $uch a yell 
along the' plain, and through the arches of 
the: wood, .as seldom bursted from human 
lips before. . They who heard it listened 
with a curdling ; horror at the heart, little 
inferior to that dread which may be exr 
pected to attend ;the blasts of the final 
summons. 

. More! than two thousand raging savages 
broke from the forest at! the signal, and 
threw themselves across the fatal plain 
with instinctive alacrity. We sh^U not 
dwell on .the revolting ' horrors that sucr 
ceeded.-^Death was ! every where, and in 
his most terrific and disgusting aspects. 
'Res]3tanoe only served to inflame the knur«- 
derers, who inflicted their furious blows 
long after their victims were ' beyond the 
power of thieir resentment, llie flow. of 
blok)d might be likened to the outbreaking 
of a gushing torrent ; and as the natives 
became heated and maddened by the sight. 
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many among them even kne^l^d to the 
earthy and drank freely » exultingly, hel* 
lishly of the crimspiii tide.^ 
' The trained bodies of the troops threw 
themselves quickly intp soUd masses^ ent 
deavouring to awe their assailants by the 
imposing appearance of a : military frotit. 
The experiment in some measure succeed* 
edft though far^ too many suffered their uof ' 
loaded muskets to be torn from' theiiF 
hands, in the vain hope of appeasii^ thft 
savages. 

In such a scene, none, had leisure to note 
the fleeting moments. It might have been 
ten minutes (it seemed an age), that the 
sisters had irtood rivetted to one spot, hor-. 
ror-stricken, and nearly helplessJ When 
the first ' blow was struck, their .screaming 
companipp^ had pressed upon them in' a 
body, rendering flight impossible ; and now 
that fear or death had scattered moat^ if 
not all 9 from around them, they saw.no 
avenue open, but such as conducted to the 
tomahawks of their foes. . On every aide 
arose shrieks, groans, -exhortations, and 
curses. At this moment Alice caught a 
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gi&n^ of the vast fWrn c^ h» fai^ert 
fscmiig rapidly aerms the plain> in tiie ifi* 
rection of the French army. He 'was in 
trath proeeieditig to^ Montcalm^ fearless of 
erery daaiger^ to elatm the tardy ewort, 
fer irhieh he had before eonditicmed. flAy 
gtitteriiig axes and barbed speaza were 
oftred unheeded at his Kfe, but tiiie e»- 
¥igea respected his rank and calmness, 
even in their greatest fury. Tlie danger* 
9tts i|reapon$ were brushed aside by the 
still nervous arm of the veteran, or ^1 of 
themselves, after menacing an act dial it 
wfiuid seem no one had courage to perform^ 
F^tunately the vindiotive Magua was 
atorcbiag his victim in the very band the 
ixeteran had jpst quitted* 

^ Eatbesr-^ather<~we are heref * shriek* 
ed Alice^ as he passed at no great diBtwce^ 
with<nit afq>earing to heed them. ^^ Comd 
to UMy Either, or we die !'* 

The ciy was repeated, afld in terms and 
teoes tliat might have melted a heart of 
stene, but it wa» unanswered^ Once, in* 
dead, the eld num itppeai^to catch the 
•oa&||s» for he paused and listened) but 



Alice had dropped seibriMt on ilie em^ 
Md C<Mt IukI sunk «t her side^ liovdfiagt 
in untiring tenderness, over her liftkii 
ferai. Minmi idiook Iiis head in ditflp* 
{lointnient^ and proceeded^ bent on th« high 
duty of hii ref^onaiiile sti^om 

^ Lady/' said Gamuts who^ hdpless and 
nsdetn as.he was^ had not yet dreamed of 
deierting Us tnisl^ ^ it is the jubflee of 
the devils^ and this is not a meet place for 
ciuisdans to tarty m. Let us up and fly T 

«« 6o»'' said Com» still gaaing at hir m* 
eofisciow siatesr ) *^ save thys^£ To »e 
dkm canst not be of further use/* 

Dafid eomprdiended the unyielding idia** 
lactw of her resoiutiony by the shnpl^ but 
expressive geamre, that aceompanied her 
nirordb. He gaaed for a moment at the 
dusky fbrms that were acting their helBsh 
rites on every side of him, And Us tall pei» 
son grew more erect, while his che^heaved, 
and every feature swelled, and seem^ to 
apeak with the power of the idlings by 
which he was governed* 

*^ If the Jewish boy might tame the evU 
apirit of Saul by the sound of his ha^, and 
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tfie words of sacred song, it may hot be 
amiss/' he said, ** to try the jpotcricy of 
music 'here." 

Then ' raising his voice to its [ highest 
tones, he poured oiit a Strain so powerful 
a^ to be heard, even amid the diri of that 
bloody field. More thaiiorie^v^ge rushed 
towards them, thinking to rifle the unpro* 
tected sisters of their attire, and bear away 
thfeir scalps; but when they found this 
straftge and unmoved figure rivetted to his 
post^ they paused to listen: 'Astdnishment 
soon ' (Changed ' to aditiirationi and ; they 
passed on tc other arid less courageous^ viict 
tims, openly expressing their satisfaction at 
thci firmn^s with which the white. warrior 
wittg bis death song.' Encouraged;ahd de^ 
luded by his success, David exerted,all his 
powers to extend what he believed so holy 
an iiffluence. The iHlt^onted sounds caught 
the ears of a* distant savage, who flew^ 
raging froth group to gi^oup, like one. who, 
sdorhihg to touch the vulgar herd, hunted 
for some victim more worthy of his renowm 
It was Magna;, who uttered a yellbf plea- 
sure wheal he . beheld his ancient pirisoners 
again at his mercy. 
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^^ Come^'^ he isaiil; laying his 'smled'hand 
on the dreSs of Cora, ^^ the wigwam of the 
Huron is open. Is it not better than thii 
place?*' 

** Away !*' cried Cora, veiling her eye» 

fr^m his revolting aspect. ! 

•The Indian laughed tauntingly as he 

held up his reeking hand, and answered«~ 

•^ It is red, but it comes from white veins !'* 

** Monster ! there is blood, oceans • of 
blood, lip&n thy soul ; thy spirit has moved 
this scene.'* \ ' / 

** Magda!is a great chief !'' returned the 
exulting saviage--^** will the dark haSr go 
to'. his tribe !" 1 

' ** Niever ! strike, if thou wilt^ iand com- 
plete thy belli th revenge 1? 

He hesitated a moment ; andihenxatch^ 
ing the light and senseless form of Alice in 
his arms, the subtle Indian moved swiftly 
across the plain toward the woods. 1 

Hold !" shrieked Cora, following wilitty 
on " his footsteps, * V release : the . child i 
wretch! what is*t you do !'* . 

But Magna' was deaf to her voice ; or 
rather ;he knew -his poWer, and. was deter^ 
min^to.maiataki'it r 
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^< Sti^^Ad}r--Hrtfty/''eiH«d (jrkQitttt after 
^ memiBeioys Conu "^^ Tbei hofy ctmntt 
it begiimmg to be feH^ mid moq sbait thou 
see tibis horrid tumult stilled/' 

jfereetving tfaat^ in histimi, hdnvasun- 
heeded, the faitbfbl David ft4b^d the 
<lit(ncted siMer, raifc&ig his voice again in 
sacred song, and vwisepkAg the mt to the 
mnmxK witii his long arm in diligent aC- 
eoinfMmmeiit^ In th»i manner they tra- 
irersed the plain^ tiirough fheHpngr the 
Wounded, and the dead. The fierce Huron 
win at any time suffident for himself and 
liie victim that be b<Mre, though Cote would 
have &Ilen more than once under the 
bbws of her savage enemies^ but for the 
extraordinary being who stalked in her 
rettv and who now appeared to the asto- 
nisbod natives gifted with the protecting 
iQmat of madness^ 

Magna, who knew how to a;void the 
tM» presnng dangers, and also to elude 
pRttsliit, entered die woods through a low 
ravine, where he quickly found the Narra* 
gai)SBlt8, which the travelers had aban* 
doi^ so shortly before, awaiting hts ap* 
pearance^ in custody of a savage as fierce 



ttd M nuduE in ius fionNvnoa as hinmulf 
lAymgAikapuijfm of the liai«M» he neds 
a «igo for Cq» tq, mount the other. 

Notwithateii4iiig the boirw eoccifeed hy 
tb9 preseooe of her ^i^j^r^ there HM apte* 
86^t xelief ia eapipag irom the hloo^jF 
9cm^» enaetiiig on the pkooi to iirhkb liio 
Qmidea could not be eltogether iiiaeiieiUft» 
3he too^ hc^ see^, Aod held forth her emi 
for her aUtigrt with fm wjif entrealy m4 
iove, thet even the Qunm conld not dei»7« 
Pbcing Mi^^ Aeu^ oa the leine ttipSiiftl 

with Core, be eetsed the famttea imd aem^ 

roenced liis route by pliwgif^iE deeper into 
the finrert, Pavid. pereeivjing thi^t he was 
left elow, iitterly di»r^ardedf le a enhJMit 
too worthier eye^ to destroy, tknm hie 
lofilg Uad> e^on the saddle of the hoMt 
they had d»i i yte <^ ^wdipede wch piKOS^efP 
in tbo pwstiStb 91 idle diflSkidtiesof tbepeti^ 
peimittedf 

Tt^ey apou bc^svP to>a«cepd; butt «f the 
motioe b^d a^ teodeficy to feme the deiv 
mtnt fiMPjg^l^^ber B atteotum^ 

Coia wait too fm^h divi#d thetween tbo 
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temlerest solicitude in her behalf, and in 

« « » 't • • • ' 

listeniiig to the cries, which were still too 
audible on the plain, to note the direction 
ip which they journeyed. When, however, 
they gained the flattened surface of the 
QiOuntain top, and approached the eastern 
precipice, she recognised the spot to which 
she had once before been led, under the 
more friendly auspices of the scout. Here 
Magua suffered them to dismount^ and, 
notwithstanding their own captivity, the 
curiosity which seem^ inseparable from 
horror, induced them to gaze at the sick- 
^oiing sight below. . 

The cruel work was still unchecked. 
Oh every side the captured were flying be- 
fore their relentless persecutors, while the 
armed columns of the Christian King stood 
fest, in an apathy which has never been ex- 
)>lained; and which has leflt an immoveable 
blot on the otherwise fair escutcheon of 
their leader. Nor was the . sword of- death 
ftayed, until cupidity got the mastery of 
revenge. Then, indeed, the shrieks of the 
wounded, ancl'the yells of their murderers, 
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grew less frequent, until, finally, the cries 
of horror were lost to their ear, or were 
drowned in the loud, long, and piercing 
whoops of the triumphant savages. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



•• Why, any thing : 
An honoonbU mniderer, if you wfll ; 
For nought I did in hate, but all in howmr,''^Oihrih, 



TR£ bloody and inhuman scene which 
we have rather incidentally mentioned than 
described, in the close of the preceding 
chapter, is conspicuous in the pages of co- 
lonial history, by the merited title of " The 
massacre of William. Henry." It so far 
deepened the stain which a previous and 
very similar event had left upon the repu- 
tation of the French commander, that it 
was not entirely erased by his early and 
glorious death. It is now becoming ob* 
scured by time ; and thousands, who know 
that Mont^m died like a hero on the 
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plains of Abraham, have yet to learn how 
much he was deficient in that moral coufage, 
without which no man can be truly great. 
rPages might be written to prove, from this 
illustrious example, the. defects of human 
excellence ; to show how easy it is for ge- 
nerous sentiments, high courteriy, and chi- 
valrous courage, to lose their influence be- 
neath the chilling ^cendency of mistaken 
selfishness, and to exhibit to the world a 
^man^who was great in all the. minor attri- 
*• butes of character, but who was found 
wanting, . when it became necessary to 
prove how^ much principle is superior to 
policy. But the task would exceed our 
fanciful prerogatives ; and, as history, like 
love, is so apt to surround her heroes with 
an atmosphere of imaginary brightness, it 
is probable that Louis de Saint Vi^ran will 
'be viewed by posterity onjy as the gallant 
defender of his country, while his cruel 
apathy on the shores*of the Oswego and of 
-the Horican, will be forgotten. Deeply 
-regretting this weakness on the part of our 
sister muse, we shall at once retire from 

VOL. JI. H 
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her sacred precincts, within the proper 
limits of QW own humbler vocation* 

The third day from the capture oi t^ 
lort was drawing to a close, but the busi- 
ness of the narrative must still detain the 
reader 00 the shores of the ** holy lakeu'^ 
When last seen, the environs of the works 
were filled with violence and uproar* They 
were now emphaticaliy possessed by stiU- 
n^as and death. The blood-stained coS" 
ijuerors had departed; and their camp, 
which had so lately rung with the merry 
rejoicings of a victorious army, lay a silent 
and deserted city of huts. The fortress 
was a smouldering rinn; charred . rafters, 
firs^ments of exploded artillery, and rent 
masoD-work, covering its earthen mounds^ 
in confiised and ne^igent disorder. 

A frightful change had also occurred in 
the season. The sun had hid its warmth 
behind an impenetrable mass of vapcmr, 
and hundreds of human forms, which had 
blackened beneath the fierce heats of Au-- 
gust, were stiffening in their deformity^ be* 
fore the blasts of a prematare November^ 
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The curli»g and 9potle$& mists which had 
be€SPtseei» sailing above the hills towards the 
norths were now retunaing in an intaennina- 
Ue dusky dbeet, thai was urged along bj 
tJbe fury of a tempest The crowded mir- 
ror of the Horican was gone ; and in its 
place the greeji and angry waters lashed 
the shores, as if indignantly casting back 
its im{»urities to the polluted strand. Still 
the cleaf fount^^in retained a portion id its 
dwrmed influence ; but it reflected only 
tlie scMubre gloom that fell from the im- 
pending heavens. That humid and conge-* 
aial aUnosphere whi<ii was woot about the 
vie w, veiling its harshness, and softenii^ 
ita a«p^rities, had disappeaned, and the 
. nv^b^&fu air poured across the waste of 
water so hari^ and u»uingted» that nothing 
wm le& to be coxijectured fay the eye or 
fashioned by the fancy. 

The ^il(^r element had cropped the 
verdtire of the plain, which looked as 
thoiigh it were scathed by the consuming 
ligbtning. But here and there a 4ftrk 
green tuft rose in the midst of the desola- 
tion ; tibe ^t^Uest fruits of a soil tibiftt had 

h2 
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been fattened with human blood. The 
whole landscape, which, seen by a fth^^ur- 
ing light and in a genial tempersiture; 
had been found so * lovely, appeared now 
like some pictured allegory of life; in which 
the objects were arrayed in their har&hest 
but truest colours, and without the relief 
of any shadowing- 

The solitary and arid blades of grstds 
arose from the passing gusts fearfully per- 
ceptible ; the bold and rocky mountains 
were too distinct in their barrennessi and 
the eye even sought relief in vain by at- 
tempting to pierce the illimitable void of 
jbeaven, wbich was shut to its gaze by the 
dusky sheet of ragged and driving vapour. 
-The wind blew unequally, sometimes 
sweeping heavily along the ground, seem- 
ing to whisper its moanings in the cold ears 
of the dead, then rising in a shrill and 
mournful whistling, it entered the forest 
with a rush that filled the air with the leaves 
afud branches it scattered in its path. Amid 
the unnatural shower a few hungry ravens 
struggled with the gale ; but no sooner was 
the green ocean of woods which stretched 
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beneath them passed, than they gladly 
stooped at random to that hideous . haven 
where their revolting food so freely 
abounded. 

•. In short, it was a scene of wUdness and 
desolation, and it appeared as if all who 
had profanely entered it had been istricken 
at a blow by the powerful and relentless 
arm > of death. But the prohibition had 
iceased; and for the first time since the per- 
|>etrators of those foul deeds which had 
assisted to disfigure the scene were gone, . 
living human beings had now presumed to 
approach the dreary place. ' 
V - About an hour before the setting of the 
suiiy on the day already mentioned, the 
forms of five men might have been seen 
issuing from the narrow vista of trees, 
where the path to the Hudson entered the 
forest, and advancing in the direction of 
the ruined works. At first their progress 
was slow and guarded, as though they en* 
tered with reluctance amid the horrors of 
the spot, or dreaded the renewal of some 
of its frightful incidents. A light figure 
jpreceded the rest of the party with all the 
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caution and activity of a nativCi ascending 
every hillock to reconncHtre, and indicating 
|iy giestnres to his companions lb6 route he 
deemed it most prudent they shoul4l^ursiie^ 
Nor were those in the rear wanting in evfery 
caution and foresight known ip forest wai> 
fiure. One among them, and be aho watt 
an Indian, moved a little on one flank, and 
watched the neighbouring margin of ^the 
woods with eyes long accustomed to read 
tiie smallest sign of approaching diniger. 
The remaining three were v^hite, tbot^ 
dad in vestments strikingly adapted, bbdi 
in quality and . colour, to theiir' present 
hazardous pursuit, that of hanging on the 
skirts of a retiring army in die wilderness; 
The effects produced by the appalling 
sights that constantly arose in their path 
to the lake shore, were as different as ihe 
characters of the respective individuals 
who composed the party. The youth in 
front threw serious but furtive glances at 
the mangled .victims, as he stepped lightly 
across the plain, afraid to exhibit the natun 
ral emotions he endured, and yet too inex- 
perienced to quell entirely their sudden 
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aiHd powerful influence. His red associate^ 
bowever^ was superior to such a weakness 
He paissed the groupes of dead with a 
steadiness, of purpose, and an eye so cahii 
that nothing but long and inveterate practice 
jBOuld enable him to maintain. The seni^it- 
Idons produced in the minds of even the 
white men were different though uniformly 
sorrowful. One» whose gray locks and 
^brrowed lin^^aments, blending with a mar^ 
tial air and tmde^ betrayed^ ia qpita of the 
disguise of a woodiAan^s rongkdress, a man 
fcng e^riericed in scenes oCwar. vr6s not 
ashamed to groan aloud whenever a spec- 
tacle of more than usual horror came under 
his view. The young man at his elbow 
tshuddeired, but seemed to suppress his 
feelings in tend^ness to his companioti. 
Of them all^ the strag^ef who brought up 
the rear, appeared alone to indulge, without 
iear of observation or dread of conse* 
quimces, in the feelings he experienced. 
But with him the offence seemed father 
^ven to the intellectual than the physical 
man. He gazed at the most appalling 
sight with eyes and muscles that knew not 
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how to waver, but with execrations so bit- 
ter and deep as to denote how much h^ 
denounced the moral enormity of such' k 
butchery. 

The reader will perceive at once in these 
respective characters the Mohicans^ and 
their white friend the scout ; together with 
Munro and Heyward. It was in truth the 
father in quest of his children, attended by 
ihe youth who felt so deep a stake in their 
happiness, and those brave and trusty 
foresters who had already proved their skill 
and fidelity through the trying scenes re- 
lated. . 

When Uncas, who moved in front, had 
reached the centre of the plain, he raised a 
cry that drew his companions in a body to 
the spot. The young warrior had halted 
over a groupe of feniales, who lay in ^ 
cluster, a confused mass of dead. Notwith- 
is(tanding the revolting horrors of the exhi- 
bition, Munro and Heyward fiew towards 
the festering heap, endeavouring, with a 
love that no unseemliness could extitiguish, 
to discover whether any vestiges of those 
4hey sought were to be seen among the 
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tattered and many*cploured garments. ^The 
father and the lover fouod instant relief in 
the search ; though eadb was condemned 
again to experience the misery of an uncer- 
tainty that was hardly less insupportable 
than the most revolting truth. They were 
standing silent and thoughtful around the 
melancholy pile when the ^out approach- 
ed. Eyeing the sad spectacle with an 
angry and flushed countenance, the sturdy 
woodsman, for the first time since entering 
the plain^ spoke intelligibly and aloud. 

^' I have been on many a shocking field, 
and have followed a trail of blood for weary 
miles." he sard, ^' but never have I found 
the hand of the devil so plain as it is here 
to be seen ! Revenge is an Indian feeling, 
and all who know me know that there is no 
cross in , my veins ; but this much will I 
say — here, in the face of heaven, and with 
the power of the LOTfl so manifest in this 
howling wilderness, that should these 
Frenchers ever trust themselves again with- 
in the range of a ragged bullet, there is one 
rifle shall play its part, so long as flint will 
fire or powder burn ! — I leave the toma- 

h3 
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hawk and knife to such as have a natural 

« 

gift to use them. What say you, Chin- 
gachgook/' he added, in Delaware ; " shall 
the red Hurcms boast of this to their women 
when the deep snows come f 

A gleam of resentment flashed across the 
dark lineaments of the Mohican chief: he 
loosened his knife in his sheath, and tben 
turning calmly from the sight, his counter 
nance settled into a repose as deep aa( if he 
never knew^the influence or instigations of 
passion. 

" Montcalm ! Montcalm !" continued the 
deeply resentful and less self-restrained 
scout ; " they say a time must come when 
dl the deeds dcHie in the fiesh will be seen 
at a single look j and that by ey^s cleared 
from their mortal infirmities. Woe bietrde 
the wretch who is born to behold this plain; 
with the judgment hanging above his soul ! 
Ha— as I am a man of white blood, yonder 
lies a red-skin without the hair of his head 
^here nature rooted it ! Lo<A to him, De- 
laware; it may be one of your missing 
people ; and he i^ould have burial like a 
ktout warrior. I see it in your eye. Saga- 
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more; a Huron pajs for this afore the 
faU ynnda have blown away the aoent of 
the blood r 

Chingachgook approached the Aiutilated 
form* .and turning it over» he fousid the 
distinguishing matks of ohe of those tSx 
alUed tribes or n^tioni, as they were ^alle^^ 
who, While .tliey fought iii the lUiglssU 
ratiks, were so deadly hostile to his owil 
peo{de. . Spurning the loathsome oiiject 
with his foot, he turned ^ from it with th^ 
satne indifference hk would have quitted a 
brute caitaun* The scout comprehended 
the ilction, and vei^y deliberately pursued 
his own way, continuing, however, his de^ 
nunciations against the French commatider 
in tile same resentful strain. 

*^ Nothing but vast wisdom and unlimit- 
ed power should dare to sweep off men iii 
multitudes/' he added ; ^* for it is otily the 
one that can know the necessity of the 
judgment ; and what is there short of th^ 
other that can replace the creatures of the 
Lord ? I hold it a sin to kill the second 
buck afwe the first is eaten, unless a march 
in the front or an ambushment be contem- 
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plated* It is a different matter with a few 
warriqrs in open and rugged fight, for *tis 
their gift to die with the rifle or the toUaa- 
hawk in hand, according as their natures 
inay happen to be white or red. Uncas^ 
come this way, lad, and let the raven settle 
upon the Mingo. I know, from often see- 
ing it, that they have a craving for the 
flesh of an Oneida ; and it is* as well to let 
the bird follow tlie gift of its natural appe* 
tite.'' ... 

'* Hugh !" exclaimed the young Mofai- 
can, rising on the extremities of bis feet, 
and gazing intently in his front, frighten- 
ing away the raven to some other prey by 
the sound and the action. 

** What is it, boy ?*' whispered the sdgiut, 
lowering his tall form into a crouching 'ilt- 
titude, like a panther about to take h^ 
leap} <^God send it be a tardy Freucher 
skulking for plunder. I do believe ' kilU 
deer' would take an uncommon range to- 
day r 

Uncas, without making lany reply, 
bounded away from the spot, and in the 
next instant was seen tearing from a bttsh. 



!rH£ MOHICANS. 157 

and waying in triufti]^ a fragment of the 
greep ry^g v^il of Cofa. Hie tnovement, 
the exhibition, and th^ cry^ which again 
burst from the lips of the young Mohican, 
i]:^]tantly:dr^w the whole party once more 
about him. . 

• *^ My child i" said Munro, speaking 
quiok: and. wildly ; " give me tray child !? 

*• Uncas .will, try," was the short and 
touching answer. 

The simple but meaning assurance Vras 
lost on the agitated father, who seized the 
piece, of the veil, and crushed it in his hand, 
while his eyec^ roamed fearfully among the 
adjacent bushes, as if he equally di^^ded 
and hoped for the secrets thgy might re- 
veal. . 

** Here are no dead !" said Heyward^ in 
.a yoice that was hollow and nearly stifled 
.by apprehension ; ** the. storm seems :not to 
have passed this way*" 

^^That's manifest, and clearer than the 
heavens above our heads,'* retuiTied «.the 
cool and iTndisturbed scout; ** but eidier 
she or they that have robbed her -have 
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passed the bmh ; for I reihdthber the mg 
ghe wore to hide » face that all did love to 
look upon. Uncas, you are right j th^ datlt 
hair has been here» and she has fled> like a 
frighted fa^n, to the wood} noiie whd 
could fly would remain to be mttildldredl 
Jj&t us have a search f&f the iiiarks $he left; 
for^ to Indian ^es I sdmetimes tiiiidc even 
it humniing^bird leaves his trail in the 
air I" 

The young Mohican darted away at the 
suggestion, and tibe scout had hardly don^ 
speaking befbre the fontier raised a cry (^ 
nuccess from the margin of the forest. CM 
reaching the spot^ the anxious patty per^ 
ceived another portion of the veil fluttering 
on the lower branch of a beech, 
. *• Softlyj softly/^ said the scotit, extend- 
ing his Jong rifle in front of the eager Heyi. 
Ward ; " we now know our work, but the 
beauty of the trail must not be deformed. A 
tsC^ptoo Soon may give us hours rf trouble: 
We have them though ; that much is be»- 
yottd denial/' 

^« Bless ye, bless ye ! worthy man P* ex^ 



diimed the agifeated ffttbef} ^ whither 
then have they fled, and where are my 
babea?*' . 

*^ TUepatfiUiey have, taken depends an 
taunly chances* if tiiey have gone alone^ 
as tfaej kre qiilfi w likely to move in a cir^ 
cliBf as jMndght; they > may. b^ Within. 9k dornn 
niUes ofiiayibtitrif theiUk-eiis^ K)t any of 
the . Fiendh \ Indians^ :hii?e lldd ^jinds ote 
them^ 'tis probable they aire now near the 
bordeit off the Canada^ Biit what niatterk 
that roontiniaed the deiaberate scoiitj^ ob- 
serving the < poWerfoL ahxiety aiid.dikip> 
poiaitment thie listeters exhibited;:^* here 
are the Mohibans, anii! I^dq dne end of the 
^trul^ and we'M^d dse dther, them]^ they, 
ahodld be a hnttdred les^um asonderl 
Gently, gefKtfy^Uneas, you are asdmpattent 
as a man ini the settlements ) 3F0U i6x^ 
that Ught &et leave but fa^t matfcs P' 
. <^ Hugh !" e^clafmed Chjjngachgook^ wh<> 
bad been occupied in etamtnijig am open- 
ing that had.beiEm evidently made tbrou^ 
the low iknderbrnfifa which skirted the 
f4i>rest ; and who i\aw stood erects aa be 
pointed downwards^ in the attitude and 
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with the air of a mto'who befadd a disgust- 
ing serpent. , , , : . . . , 

** Here is the palpable impression, of the 
footstep of a man !'' criediHeyward, l)end- 
jng over the indicated spot V ^, he has trod 
in the margin of lihis.\pool» .and tiie mark 
cannot be mistaken. ..They, ace captives l" 
. ^[ Better so than left to jstar^e in. the wii<- 
demeas/' retunied tl^e aeoul ; i i^^and thejr 
•Mrill : leave a leader trail. I would wager 
£fty beaver, skins to as many fliuts^.that 
-the Mohicans . and J enter . their wigwams 
within the month!. Stoop to, it, UncaSf and 
try ! what ycm can tauke of that moccaski ; 
for moccasin it plainly is, andno shoe/' 

The young Mohican bent over the; tracks 
imd removing . the. scattered . leaves firom 
around the.place, he examined it with much 
of that sort of scrutiny that a money^dealer, 
in these days of pecuniary doubt^i, would 
bestow on a suspected due-bill. 1 At length, 
•be arose fr(»n his knees, as if satisfied with 
the result of the examination. 
I *^-Well, boy,*V . demanded the attentive 
scout, ** what does it say? can you make 
^any thing of the tdl-tale?" - 
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*' Le Renard Subtil r 

" Ha ! that rampaging devil again ! there 
never will be an end of his loping till ^. kill- 
deer* has said a friendly word to him.'* ; 

Hey ward reluctantly admitted the truth 
of this intelligence, and now rather, ex- 
pressed his hopes than his doubts, by pay- 
ing— . • 
• " One moccasin is so much like, an- 
other, it is probable there is some mis- 
take." ' . . . 

** One moccasin like another ! you may 
as well say that one foot is like another, 
though we all know, that some are long and 
others short, some broad and others narrow, 
isome with high and some with: low instqis, 
some in-toed aird some out ! One moccasin 
is no more like another than one book is 
like another ; though they who can read in 
one are seldom able to tell the marks of 
the other. Which is all ordered for the 
best, giving to every man his natural ad- 
vantages. Let me get down to it^ Ui^as;. 
neither book nor moccasm is the ^onie^&r 
having two opinions instead of one." The 
scout jstooped to the task, and instantly 
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added^ '^ you are right, boy ; h^e is the 
patch we saw so often on the other chase. 
And the fellow will drink when he can get 
an opportunity; your drinking Indian 
always learns to walk with a wider toe 
than the natufal savage, it being the gift 
cf a drunkard, whether of a white or red 
akin. 'Tis just the length and breadtli 
too ! look at it, Sagamore ; you measured 
^e prints more than once^ when we hunted 
the varments from Glenn's to the health*- 
firings. 

Chingachgook complied, and after finiiii* 
ing his short examinati<Hi, he arose, and 
with a quiet and grave demeanour, he 
merely pronounced, though with a foreign 
accent, the vfotd — 

« Magua.'* 

** Ay, 'tis a settled thing ; here then have 
passed the dark hair and Magna.'' 

V And not Alice ?" demanded the startled 
Jleyward. 

: "Of her we have not yet seen the signs,' ' 
returned the scout, looking closely around 
at the trees, the bushes, and the ground. 
** What have we there! Uncas, bring 
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hither the thing yoa see dangling from 
yonder ihom*bush." 

When . tl^ youthful Indian warrior had 
complied, the scout received the prize, and 
holding it on high, he laughed in his silent 
but heartfelt manner, before he said — 

^* 'Tis the tooting we'pon of the singer I 
now we shall have a trail a priest might 
travel. Uncas, look for the marks of It 
«h6e that is long enough to uphold six feet 
two of tottering human flesh. I begin to 
have some hopes of the fellow, since he has 
given up squidling^ to follow, perhaps^ some 
better trade/' 

^^ At least, he has been faithful to his 
trust,'' said Hey ward; ** and Cora and 
Alice are not without a fri^nd*^* . 

^ Yes,'' said Hawk-eye, dfojpping his 
rifle, and leaning on it with an air of visibte 
contempt^ <* he will do their singing ! Otn 
he slay a bud^ for their dinner ; journey by 
the moss on the beeches, or cut the throat 
of a Hurtfn ? If not, the first cat-bird he 
meets is the cleverest fellow of the two. 
Well, boy, any signs of sudt a founda- 
tion ?" 
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" Here is something like the footstep of 
one who has worn a shoe/' said Heyward^ 
gladly changing the discourse from. the 
abuse of David, to whom he now felt the 
strongest tie of gratitude ; '^ can it be that 
of our friend?'^ 

" Touch the leaves lightly, or you will 
disconsart the formation. . That ! . tbat^ is 
the print of a foot, but 'tis the dark hair's ; 
and small it is, too^ for one of such a noble 
^height and gr^nd appearance ! The singer 
.would cover it with his heel V\^ 
; " Where ? let. me . look on the footsteps 
of my child !'' said Munro, eagerly shoving 
the bushes aside, and bending foiidly over 
the nearly obliterated impression. Though 
the tread, which had leflb the mark^ had been 
light and rapi^, it was still very pladrily* vi- 
sible. , The aged soldier examined it with 
ieyes that grew ; difii as he gazed; nor did 
he rise from his stooping posture, until 
lleyward saw that he had watered the 
graceful trace of his daughter's passage, 
.with a scalding and heavy tear. Willing to 
4ivert .a distress which thre^^ned. each 
moment to break through the restraint of 



THE MOHICANS. 165 

appearances, by giving the veteran something 
to do, the young man said to the scout — ' 

<' As we now possess these infallible signs, 
let us commence our march. A moment, 
at such a time, will appear an age to the 
captives.*' ' • 

^* It is not the swiftest leaping deer that 
gives.-the longest chase," returned Hawk- 
eye, without moving his eyes from consider- 
ing the different marks that had come un- 
der his view ; ** We know that the rampaging 
Huron has passed— and the dark hair — and 
the singer — ^but where is she of the yellow 
locks and blue eyes ? Though little, and 
&r from being as bold as her sister, she is 
fair to liie view, and pleasant in discourse. 
Has she no friend that none care for 
her?'^ ^* 

** God forbid she should ever want hun- 
dreds ! Are we not now in her pursuit ?'for 
one, I will never cease the search till she 
befound!*^ * 

" In that case wc may have to journey 
by different paths ; for here she has not 
parsed, light and little as her footsteps 
would be.*' 
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Heyward drew back, all his ardour tD 
proceed seeming to vanish on the instant 
Without attefiding to this, sudden change 
in the c^h/fiir's htiviour, tiie scout^ afber mus^ 
log a mofo^t, continued — 

^ There is no woman in this wilderness 
oould leave such a piint as that, but the 
dark-hair, or her sister! We know that 
the first has been bere, but where are the 
signs of the other ? Let us push deeper on 
the trail, and if nothing offers, we must go 
back to the plain, and strike another scent. 
Move on^ Uncas, and keep your eyes on the 
dried leaves. I will watch the budbes, 
white your father i^all run with a low nose 
to the ground. Move on, friends ; die sun 
is getting behind the hiUs.^' 

" Is there nothing that I can do ?^ de- 
manded the anuous Hej^ard. 

" You !'* repeated the scout, who, with 
his red friends, was already advancing in 
the order he had prescribed ; ** yeSy you 
can keep in our rear, and be carefhl not to 
cross the traU.^' 

Before they had preceded many rods, 
the Indians stopped, and appeared to gaae 
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at some signs <fn the eartib^ with more than 
their uaual keeaoesiB. Both father and wm 
#poke quick ajE^ loud^ now looking a4 the 
object of their mutual admiratioii, aii4 now 
regarding each other with the most unequi^ 
vocal pleasure* 

« They have found the little foot !*' ex- 
claimed the scout, moving forward, without 
attending further to his own portion of thi^ 
duty. ^* What have we here 1 An ambusb- 
menthas been planted in the spotl No^ 
by the truest rifle on the frontiers, 
here have been them one-sided horses 
again ! Now the whole secret is out, and 
all is plain as the north-^star at midnight. 
Yes^ here they have mounted. Hiere the 
beasts have been bound to a saplings ifi 
waiting ; and yonder runs the broad path 
away to the north, in fuU sweep for the 
Canadas.'' 

'^ But still there are no signs of Alice — 
of the younger Miss Munro/' said Duncan. 

'' Unless the shining bauble Uncas hsm 
just lifted from the ground^ should prove 
one. Pass it this way^ lad^ that we may 
look at it." 
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' Hey ward instantly knew it for a trinket 
that Alice was fond of wearing, and which 
he recdJlected, with the tenacious memory 
of a lover, to have seen on the fatal morn- 
ing of the massacre, dangling from the fair 
neck of his mistress. He seized the highly 
prized jewel, and as he proclaimed the fact 
it vanished from the eyes of the wondering 
scout, • who in vain looked for it on the 
•ground, long after it was warmly pressed 
against the beating heart of Duncan. 
* *' Pshaw!" said the disappointed Hawlc- 
eye, ceasing to rake the leaves with the 
breech of his rifle ; ** 'tis a certain sign of 
age when the sight begins to weaken. Such 
a glittering gewgaw, and not to be seen ! 
Well, well, I can squint along a clouded 
barrel yet, and that is enough to settle atl 
disputes between me and the Mingoes. I 
should like to find the thing too, if it were 
only \o carry it to the right owner, and 
that woifld be bringing the two ends of 
' what I call a long trail together — for by 
'this time the broad St. Lawrencej^ or per- 
haps, even the Greiat Lakes, are atwixt us.'* 
So much the more reason why we should 
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not delay our miarch/' returned Heyward j 
" let us proceed/' 

*^ Young blood and hot blood, they say, 
are much the same thing. We are not 
about to start on a squirrel hunt, or to 
drive a deer into the Horican, but to outlie 
for days and nights, and to stretch across a 
wilderness where the feet of men seldom 
go, and where no bookish knowledge would 
carry you through harmless. An Indian 
never starts on such an expedition without 
smoking over his council &e j and though 
a man of white blood, I honour their cus- 
toms in this particular, seeing that they 
are deliberate and wise. We will there- 
fore go back, and light our fire to-night in 
the ruins of the old fort, and in the morn- 
ing we shall be fresh, and ready to under- 
take our work like men, and not like bab- 
bling women, or eager boys." 

Heyward instantly saw, by the mMiner 
of the scout, that altercation wodill be use- 
less. Munro had again sunk into that sort 
of apathy which had beset him since his 
late overwhelming misfortunes, and from 
which he was, apparently, to be roused 

VOL. II. p 
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only by some new ^iid pow^rA^ HSXcite^ 
ment. Making a merit ^ ^^fS^HBityt Ibe 
y^ung Jpan took ^0 Viet^r<9P by jAi^ arm, 
and foUoved inibe foost9te$)S4<f t||6 ImdiftW 
.and the acout^ who had aJiFetofiy bfgftn tQ 
retrace tbe path which cwdu^^Qd titioA^ <io 
the pUin. 



I 
I 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Salmr, ** Wfaj, I mb tare, if h« forfeit, tbou wilt not tkk« hii fleth ; what's 
that good lof? 

^. .<« To bait tth withal ; if it wiH feed nothing else, it will feed my ro- 
Tonge." 



Th;£ shad^ of evening had come to in- 
crease the dreariness of the place, when 
the party entered the ruinjs of William 
,Henry. The scout and his companions 
immediately made their preparations to 
pass the night there ; but with an earnest- 
ness ^nd sobriety of demeanour, that be- 
lyayed how muqh the unusual hprrors they 
jb^d juM^ witnessed, wojked on even their 
pxfict^d feelings. A few fragments of 
xa^x:s were reared against a blpickened 
waU } and when Uncas had covered th^m 

I « 
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slightly with brush, the temporary accom- 
modations were deemed sufficient.. The 
young Indian pointed impressively towai'd 
his rude hut^ when his labour was ended ; 
and Heyward, who understood the mean- 
ing of the silent gesture, gently urged 
Munro to enter. Leaving the bereaved old 
man alone with his sorrows, Duncan im- 
mediately returned into the open air, too 
much excited himself to seek the repose he 
had recommended to his veteran fAend. 

While Hawk-eye and the Indians lighted 
their fire, and took their evening's repast, 
a frugal meal of dried bear's meat; the 
young man paid a visit to that curtain of 
the dilapidated fort which looked out on 
the. sheet of the Horican. The wind had , 
fallen, and the waves were already rollings 
on the sandy beach beneath him, in a more 
regular and tempered succession. The 
clouds, ats if tired of their furious chase, 
were breaking asunder ; the heavier v6- 
lumes, gathering in black masses about the 
horizon, while the lighter scud still hurried 
above the water, or eddied among the tops 
of the mountains^ like broken flights of 
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Hrd^i hovering around their roosts. Here 
and there a red and fiery star struggled 
through the drifting vapour, furnishing a 
lurid gleam 6f brightness to the dull aspect 
of the heavens. Within the bosom of the 
encirbling hills, an impenetrable darkness 
had already settled, aiid the plain lay like 
SL vast and deserted charnel-house, ivithotit 
dmen or whisper^ to disturb the slumbers 
of its numerous and hapless tenants. 
. Of this scene, so chillingly in accordance 
with the past, Duncan stood for many mi- 
Jiutes a rapt observer. His eyes wandered 
frpm the bosom of the mound, where the 
fore&teA were seated around their glimmer- 
xng fire, to the fayiter light, which still linr 
^ered in the skies, and then rested long 
and Anxiously ota the embodied gloom, 
which lay like a dreary void on that side of 
him where reposed the dead. He soon 
fancied that inexplicable sounds arose from 
the placei though so indistinct and stolen, 
as to fender not only their nature, but 
0ven their existence, uncertain. Ashamed 
of ht8>a|>p];<ehensions, the young man turned 
iow^rds ;thje Water^ atid strove to divert his 
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attention to the hiimk stwsi thftt ^ly 
glimmeted along its iboviilg 6i£rfd^t« Still, 
hi? too conscioos ears perfotnred their XA^ 
grateful duty, M i£ to warn hin^ c^f tonve 
liirking da^g^v At length a srwifl ttmnp- 
ling seemed, qtrite audibly, t6' rt^ athwart 
the datkness* Unable any longei^ to quiet 
his tineassnesi^, Duticafi spoke in a low 
vdce to the scout, requesting lAtSt to aSicend 
the nusfmdf to the place whercf he ^^od. 
Hawk-«eyi3f threw his tifle acPOiSf» «A tupm, 
and cooiplied,^ bHt with a^ air so unmoted 
and ^m, as to prove how liilich he ac« 
cMinted on the secntity of their position. 

^ Listen,^ said Duncan, when the other 
had pkcied himself deliberately at his el- 
bow i ^^ there are suppressed noises (m the 
plmn^ which may show that Montcaten has 
not yet entirely deserted his conquest^'' 

** Then ears are betler thai eyes,'' t^d 
the undisturbed scout, who having just ^e- 
|x>ilted a portion of a bear between his 
grindera, spoke thick and slow, like one 
wfoose itioutii wa& doubly occupied ; ^ I, 
myself, saw hixA caged in Ty, with all his 
host J for your Fren^herS, when they biive 
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d^me a^ cteven thtis^ Ikt to g^ baclf, imd 
bave m daovce^ er a merry- makings, ovei^ 
timr i^uccesfti^ 

<* I k&oxr not. An- Indian seldoxifi bleeps 
in WW, and piiMxiief m^y ke^ ^ H^ron 
here^ afkr lib tribe has de^t^lv It would 
he well «€i ^iclliijgiiiah^ the fire^ and have a 
WEUeh^-*lisitiH}f ! ym heai the noise I mean." 

^< Am Ifidlaii fUMe jpisrely ImkB about tiie 
graves, llkoa^ ready to s^f, and not 
over regardful of the means, he is com^ 
manly content with the scalp,; piiles»when 
blMd is hot^ and tempes upi ; but after the 
sfttdt k croce fairly goae^. he forgiMs Mb 
enmity r aiad isi wiljting to let tha dead find 
tibdir natmal rest. Speaking of spirits^ 
Ma§ox^ die you of opinion that the heaven 
oCa fsed skbv ^d oi ia^ whites^ ^iU be one 
and f he aaflsie i^' 

'* No dU>ubt-^]N> doubt. I thoia^ht I 
heard it again i or was it the msf^ing of 
the leaviss in the top of the beech ?'^' 

** For my own part,'' continued Hawk* 
eye, toraiing his face for a mcment in the 
direction: indicated by He}rward^ but witb 
a vacant and careless manner, ^^ I believe 
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that paradise i^ ordained for happiness i^ 
and that men will be indulged in it accord-* 
ing to their dispositions and gifls. I there-i 
fore judge that a red skin is not far from 
the truth, when he believes he. is to find 
them glorious bunting grounds, of which 
his traditions t^U j nor, for that matter, do 
I think it would be any disparag^nent to 
a man without a cross, to pass his time — '' 

^\ You hear it again !*' interrupted Duo- 
can, . 

" Ay, ay ; when food is scarce, and 
when food is plenty, a wolf grows bpld/* 
said the unmoved scout. " There would 
be picking) too, among the skins of the 
devils, if there was light and time for the 
sport ! But concerning the life that is to 
come, MiE^or. I have heard preachers say^ 
in the settlements, that heaven was a place 
of rest« 'Now men's minds, differ as to 
their ideas of enjoyment. Eor myself, and 
I say it with reverence to the ordering of 
Providence, it. would be no great indul- 
gence to be kept shut up in those man« 
mons of which they preach, having a natu<> 
ral longing for motion and the chase«'' . . 
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Dimcan, who was now made to under*^ 
stand the nature of the noised he had 
heard, answered, with more attention to 
the suli^ect which the humour of the scout 
bad chosen for discussion, by saying — 

^^ It is difficult to account for the feel- 
ing that may attend the last great 
dharige.'* 

" It would be a change, indeed, for a 
man who has passed his ds^s.in the open 
^y' returned the single-minded scout; 
** and who has so often broken his fast on 
the head waters of the Hudson, to sleep 
within sound of the roaring Mohawk ! But 
it is a comfcMt to know^we serve a merci- 
ftil Master, though we do it each after his 
fashion, and with great tracts of wilderness 
atween us— What goes there ?'' 

*^ Is it not the rushing of the wolves as 
you have mentioned ?*' 

Hawk-eye slowly shook his head, and 
beckoned for Duncan to follow him to a 
spot, whither the glare from the fire did 
not^ extend.' When he had taken this pre- 
caution, the scotft placed himself in an at- 
titude c>f intense' attention, and listened, 

I 3 
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long and keenly, for a repetiticm of the low 
kauini that bad so unexpcK^tedly startted 
him* HiB vigilance, howei^r, seemed ex* 
erciaed fn vain { for^afier'a fruitless pause, 
he whispered to Duncan*-** 

" We must give a call to Uugbs. The 
boy has Indian senses^ and may bear what 
is hid from us ; for, being a while^kin, I 
will not deny ipy nature.*' 

The youtig Mohican, who was cbnvras*- 
ing in a Idw voice with his father, started 
as he heard the tnoafiing of an Owl^ a&d, 
springing on his feet, he looked tdward the 
•black mounds, as if seeking ^i^e place 
whence the sounds proceeded. The scout 
repeated the caU, and in a few moments 
Dunciui s£lWi the figure of Uncas stealmg 
cautiously alouig the rampi^t to the spot 
where they stood. 

Hawk-eye explained hi^ widras in a very 
few word^ ¥?hicjht were fipoken ia the Dela- 
ware tongue. So soonras Uhcis ww in 
•possession of the reason why he w!a8 sum^ 
jaapned, he IhreJw hinlself flat on the turf; 
where, toihe eyep <^ DunoaQ,:he appeared 
to lie guiet and jonotionlesfu Sutprisfed at 
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tlie immovable attitirde of the yovaag ivttr« 
riar^ and curiaias to observe the mamer in 
widch he employed his fiiGnlties to obtain 
the deaked iaoformation, Heyward ad* 
vanced a few sbqis, and beot over the dark 
cigect, oa vbich he had kept his eyes in- 
tesxtly rivetted. Thai it was he di&eovered 
that the form of Uncas had vaniahed^ and 
that he beheld cmly the dark outline of an 
inequality in the embankment. 

" What haa became of the Mohican ?" 
he demanded ef the scout, stepping back 
in amaaement ; *^ it was here that I saw 
him fall, and I could have sworn th^t here 
be yet remained T' 

•* Hist] $peak lower; for we know not 
what emrs ^e open, and the M ingoes are a 
qiuck-witted breed. As for Unca9» he is 
put on fjie plain, and 1^ M^q^m^^ if any 
apch ate about u^ will find their equal." 

** You then think that Montcalm ha^ 
fiot exiled cff 4II hi^ Indians i Let us give 
the alarjp to our i^ompaniop^, that we may 
atond by our arms^ Hei^e are five of us,i 
mh0 are not. unused to meet an enemy/^ 

** Not a word tfi either^ as you value life J 
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Look at the Sagamore, how like a gran • 
Indian chief he sits by the fire! If there 
are any skulkers out in the darkness, they 
will never discover by his coi^ntenance that 
we suspect danger to be at hand!" 

** But they may discover him, and it will 
prove his death. His person can be too 
plainly seen by the light of that fire, and 
he will become the first and most^ certain 
victim !*' 

** It is undeniable that now you speak 
the truth," returned the scout, betraying 
more of anxiety in his manner than was 
usual i *' yet what can be done ! A single 
suspicious look might bring on an attack 
before we are ready to receive it He 
knows, by the call I gave to Uncas, that 
we have struck a scent ; I will tell him 
that we are on the trail of the Mingoes i 
his Indian nature will teach him how to 

The scout then applied his fingers to bis 
tnouth, and raised a-l^W hissing sound, that 
caused Duncan at fir$t to start aside, be* 
lieving that he heard a ^rpent. The head 
of ChingachgQok was resting on a hand; as 
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hk sut musing by Ipimself ; but the moinent 
he heard the warning of the animal whose 
name he bore, it arose tp an upright posi- 
ticMiy and his dark eyes glanced swiftly and 
keenly on every side of him. With this 
sudden, and perhaps involuntary move* 
ment^ every appearance of surprise o^ 
alarm was ended. His rifle lay untouched^ 
and apparently unnoticed, within reach of 
his hand. The tomahawk that he had 
loosened in his belt, fbr^the sake of ease, 
was even suffered to fall from its usual 
situation to the ground, and his form seem- 
ed to sink, like that of a man, whose nerves 
and sinews were suffered to relax for the 
purpose of rest Cunningly resuming hid 
former position, though with a change of 
hands^ as if the movement had been made 
merely to relieve the limb, the native 
awaited the result with a calmness and for- 
titpde that n<Hie but an Indian warrior 
WQuld h^ve. known how to ex^rcke. 

Put Hey ward saw that, while to a less 
instructed . eye, the, Mohican chief ap-> 
peare4 to sli^inber, his nostrils were ex- 
psu^led, his head was turned a little to one 
<6i4e, as if to assi&ft the organs of higar<- 
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ing, and tkat his quick an^i rapid glattces 
ran incessantly over every object witibSft 
the power of his vision. 

** See the noble fellow !** whispered 
Hawk-eye, pressing the arm of Hey ward ; 
^ he knows that a look or a motion might 
disconsart our wisdom, and put us at thcf' 
mercy of them imps — ** 

He was interrupted by the flash and re- 
port of a rifle. The air was fiHed with 
sparks of fire ai^aund that spot where the 
eyes of Heywand were still fastened with 
admiration, and wonder. A seco^ look 
told him that Chingaehgook had cfitop- 
peared in the confusion. In the mean 
time the scout had thrown fwward his rifle, 
likev one prepared for instant service, and 
awaited impatiently the moment when an 
enemy might rise to vieW« But with the 
solitary and fruitless attempt made on the 
life of Chingaehgook, the attack appeared 
to have tepmii^ated. Oace or twice the 
listeners thought tbey cocdd distinguish the 
distant rustling of bushes, as bodies of 
Mme unknown description nt^ed through 
them; nor was it long before Hawk-^e 
pointed o»t the ^* scampering of the 
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^pi^res,'^ as if rbey fled prebipitatefy be&re 
the passage of dotne intruders cm their 
proper domains* After an im^stient amd 
breathless pause of several minutes, a 
plunge was heard into the 'wateiv and was 
immediately succeeded by the report cf 
another rifle. 

"There g^^s Uncas!*' said the scant ; 
." the boy bears a smart piece ! I know its 
crack, as w^I as a &ther knows the Ian* 
guage of his child, for I carried the gun 
myself until a better offered/* 
. "Wh^it can this mean?" demanded 
Duiscan ^ '^ we are watched, and, as it 
would seem, marked for destruction." 
. " Yonder scattered l>rand can witness 
that no good war» intended, and this Indian 
will testify that no*' harm has been done^^' 
returned the scout, dropping his rifle 
GO(d}y across his arm a^n^ and fbllowisg 
.ChiagacfajgOkok, -who just then re-appeared 
^itibrin the i;ircle o£ light, into the bosom 
.af tbie wprks. t " Hqw is it, Sagamore? 
•A|f9 the Mingo^^ upon u^.in earnest, .oris 
|t only pn^ of those reptiles who hang 
4}po^: the dUrbs of a i^Af party, to scalp .'tiie 
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dBady go in, and make their boast among 
the sqaws of the vadiant deeds done on the 
pale-faces!" 

Ghmgachgook very quietly resumed his 
seat/ nor did he make any reply, until after 
he had examined the firebrand which had 
been struck by the bullet^ that had nearly 
proved fatal to himself. After which, he 
Was content to reply, holding a single fin* 
ger up to view, with the English mono- 
syllable — 

"One." . 

** I thought as much,** returned Hawk- 
eye, seating himself ; " and as he had got 
the cover of the lake afore Uncas pulled 
upon him, it is more than probable the 
kiiave will sing his lies about some great 
ambusfament, in which he was outlying oh 
the trail of two Mohicans arid a white 
hunter — for the officers can be considered 
as little better than idlers in such a skrim- 
mage. Well, let him— let him. There 
are always some honest 'men ' in every na- 
tion^ though heaven knows, too, that they 

» 

-are i scarce among the Maquas, to look 
ddwn an upstart when he brags 'ag*in the 
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face of all reason i : The varlet sent hi^ 
lead within whistle of your ears, Saga- 
more/' 

Chingachgook turned a calm and incu- 
rious eye towards the place where the ball 
had struck, and then resumed his former 
atdtude, with a composure that could not 
be disturbed by so trifling an incident. 
Just then Uncas glided into the circle, and 
seated himself at the fire, with the same 
appearance of indifference as was main- 
tained by his father/ 

Of these several movements, Heyward 
was a deeply interested and wondering 
observer. It appeared to him as though 
the foresters had some secret means of in- 
telligence, which had escaped the vigilance 
of his own faculties. In place of that 
eager and garrulous narration, with which 
a white youth would have endeavoured to 
communicate, and perhaps exaggerate, 
that which had passed out in the darkness 
of the plain, the young warrior was seem- 
ingly content to let his deeds speak fot 
themselves. It was, in . fact, neither the 
moment noi^ the occasion for an Indian to 
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bQas<< ef his exploits ; Isutid it Ik probabie» 
that had Heyward neglected to inqiUre^ 
not another syllable would, just then^ h»?e 
been uttered on the sulsget^. 

^ What has become of our enemy, Uii«- 
ca;S ?" demanded Duncan ; ^^ we hoMii 
your rifle, and hoped you had not fired ia 
vain/* 

The young chief removed a fold of hh 
bunting shirty and (Quietly exposed the fib- 
tal tuft of hair, which he bore as the symbol 
of his victory. ChingaiChgook laid his 
band on the < scalp, and consideted it fbr a 
saoment with deep attefitbn* Then drop^ 
ping it, wijth powerful disgust depicted in 
his strong and expressive features, he ex* 
claimed— 

*'Hugh! Oneida P' 

" pKV3ida I" repeated the scout, who was 
fast losing his interest in the scene, in an 
apathy nearly assimila^ted to that of bis 
red associates, but who »ow advanced 
with uncommon earnestness to r^ard the 
bloody badge. ** By the Lord, if the 
Oneidas are outlying upcm our traiJ^ we 
shall be flanked by devils on eveiy side o^ 



tm t Now^ ^ 'wiiite e^^s theore is do dif« 
fetJieiiee betweeij tliis bit 6f . slia aatd tiiaft 
of any otfaeir In^air, and jfet tim Sagamdrel 
dedares it tam^ fitom the fioll df a Mingo ; 
aay^ fae e^ti imtiv» th^e tribe of tiiie pinapr 
devfl, \nlii as nkic^b ease as if the stealp 
sras tbe leaf of a book^ and each hair a 
fetten What right havie christian Trhites 
to boast of their learndnrg, when ai savagie 
can read a langus^^ that would pnot^ too 
noieh for tfa^ Wisest of thera all ! What 
aay you^ lad} of irfaai people was Ihe 
knave?" 

Uncas raiae^l Ms eyes^to tke facis of tb^ 
scouts and ai^wered, m his scSty, saii^cal 
voice-— 

^Oneida*" 

.^ Oneida agailn ! when one Indian, makes 
a declaration it is coitiitKmly true; but 
when he is supported by bis people, set it 
down as gospel !'' 

^ Tlie poor fellow has mistaken us for 
French!" said Heyward, "or he would 
3iot have attempted the life of a friend*" 

^ He mistake a Mohican, in . his paiBt^ 
for a Hiuran ! You would be as likely to 
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mistake them white. coated grenadiers of 
Montcaltn, for the seiurlet jackets ,df the 
* Royal Americans,' '* returned the scout« 
** No, noi the ^rpent knew hi$ errand ; 
nor was there any great mistake in the 
matter, for there is biit little . lovie; atween 
a Delaware and ^ Mingo, let their tribes 
go out to %fat for 'whom they may in a 
white quarrel* ,For that matter, though 
tht Oneidas do . serve his sacred majipsty, 
Who is my own Sovereign lord and master, 
I yiould not ; hfive deliberatied long about 
letting off *killdeer' at the imp myself 
had luck thrown ham in thy way," 

\^* That would faar^e been an abuse of our 
treaties, and unworthy of your character." 
"When a man consorts ihuch with a 
people," continued Hawk-eye, " if they 
are bonest, and he no khavei love wiH 
grow up atwixt them. It is .true that 
white cunning ha$ managed to throw the 
tribes into great confUsion, as respects 
friends and etiemies; so that th6:Hurons 
and the Oneidas, Who speak the same 
tongue, or what hiaybe called the same, 
take each other's scalps^ and Ifhe Delawares 
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are divided' ^^^ng ^them selves ; a' few 
hanging about their great council fire, on 
their own river, and' fighting on the same 
side with ^ the Miiigoes, while the greater 
part are in the Gannaas, out of natural 
enmity io the Maqnas-^rfwis throwing 
every thing ^ilift^ disorder; and destroying 
all the harmony of w^^fare; Yet ai red 
natur is not Hk^ly^to- alter with every shift 
of poMcy ! so that the love atwixt a Mohi* 
can and 1^ Mingo is much like the regard 
betweeifia white man and'a^sarpent/'^ 

^* I regret to hear it ; 5for I -had believed 
those natives whsi dwel'l within bur boua^ 
daries had found us too just and liheral| 
not to identify themselves, fully, with our 
quarrels/' - ' * 

" Why,^' said the scout, " I believe it is 
natur to give a preference to one's own 
quarrels befpre- those of sferangers. Now; 
for myself, I do love justice ; and there- 
fore—I will tiot • say I hate a Mi^go, for 
that may be unsuitable to my colour and 
religion— -though I will just repeat, it may 
have been owitig . to the night that ^ kill* 
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deesr' h^d no hmi Mpk 4fc^ daslk sf tW# 
skulking Ooeidft/' 

Tfeesi, a^ if aaiiefied with ,<he fee* pf 
his awn Teascate, wh^t^wr mig^t fe# their 
cifiec5t on th^ :opiaiQ»9 of Jfee pth^ 4iP- 
pntant, the honest hut implftcahle ^^^CKK^ 
man turned from tix^ feie^ opiitent jto l^t^e 
controversy i^lmnher * Hey wftrd wi4th#r0w 
to the rampart too une^^yani to* Ml^lls 
accustomed to the warfi»^ of the )m»^s 
to TemaiB dt eaae under the po8iii^iUil;y af 
such insidious attadks* Nol so, \mwF^ti 
with the spout and :the Mohicans. Those 
acute and long pra^^tisfid sei^e^ vi^om 
powers so often exceed the limits of .all 
ordinary credulity^ after JhaMUOg deliected 
the danger, had enabled them to asceoitain 
its magnitude and duratioju !N^ot one of 
the three appeared in the least to d<»ii]^t» 
pow, of their ^perfect security, as wjas in- 
dicated by 1^ preparations that were soon 
made, to sit in council over their future 
proceedings. 

The confusion of nations, and even of 
tribes, to which Hawk-eye aUudQd> existed 



at that period m the foUett foree. The 
great tie of language, and^ of course, of a 
.G€i|Q^flon origin, vas severed in many 
pteces ; and it .was <me of hs eonsequeiices 
l^at tibe D^warse and the Mingo, (as the 
fNSC^lje of the iSix Nalioos yj^ere called,) 
werfi fouod i%btii^ in the same ranks, 
.white th^ latter acnigbt tite scalp of the 
iHuron, thiHigh belieyed to be the root c£ 
Jhis fxira rtock. The Ddlawares were even 
divided among themselves. Though love 
ffor tli^ soil which had belonged to his an- 
X^im^ ksfA ithe Sagamore of the Mofai^ 
cana^ with a ^smail band of followers who 
ifere^^erving ftt Edward^ under the banners 
:0f the En^iiah king> by far the lar^^est 
yiotiMn of bis nation, were known to be in 
ti^e field as allies of Montcalm. The rea- 
der .probably Jcnows, if enough has not 
i^e^^y been gleaned from this nairative, 
.I^Sit ^e DelajiKai3e> or Jjenape claimed to 
be ^e |ir(^e&itQrs;df ifaat (numerous peo- 
ple, who once were masters of most of the 
^tig^m ^pd nwtheril states of America, of 
whom tite opmmunity pf the Mobicans 
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wiks an ancient aJod highly honbutied rtiem* 
ber, : ; 

It. was of -course with a perfect under- 
standing of the minute and intriieate inte- 
re$ts, which bad armed friend against 
friend, and brought, natural enemies to 
combat by each other's side, that the scout 
and his companions now disposed them- 
selves to deliberate on the measures that 
were to govern their future movemrents, 
^mid so many jarring and savage races of 
jnden. Duncan knew enough ^6f Indian 
customs to understand the reason that the 
fire was replenished, and why the warriors, 
not excepting Hawk-eye, took their seats 
within the curl of its smoke, with so much 
gravity and decorum. Placing himself at 
an. angle of the works, where he might be 
a spectator of the scene within, while he 
kept B. watchful eye against any danger 
from without, he aw4iited the result, with 
as much, patience cts he could summon for 
the occasion. 

After a. short and impressive pause, 
Cbingachgook lighted a pipe, whose boin^l 



THE MOfilCAt^S. 198 

was curio%»s}y iefttved in one of the soft 
stones of the country, and Whose stem was ' 
jSk tube of wOod^ and coolmehced ^ttiokiilg. 
When he hlid inhaled enough of the fra- 
grance of the soothing weed, he passed 
the instrument into the hatids of the scout. 
In this inantter the pipe had made its 
rounds three several times, amid the most 
profound silence, before either of the party 
i>pened his lips to speak. Then the Saga- 
morCj as the oldest and highest in rank, in 
a few calm and dignified words, proposed 
the subject for deliberation. He was an* 
swered'by the scout; and Chingachgook 
rejoined, when the other objected to his 
opinions. But the youthful Uncas conti- 
nued a silent and respectful listener, iintil 
Hawk-eycy in complaisance, demanded his 
opinion. Hey ward gathered from the 
inantiers of the different speakers, that the 
father and son espoused one side of a dis- 
puted question, while the white man main- 
tained the other. The contest gradually 
grew warmer, until it was quite evident 
the feelings of the speakers began to be 
somewhat enlisted in the debate. 

VOL. 11. K 



194 THE LAST OF 

Notwithstanding the increasing warmth 
of the amicable contest, the most decorous 
christian assembly, not even exceptipg 
those in which its reverend ministers are 
collected, might have learned a wholesome 
lesson of moderation from the forbearance 
and courtesy of the disputants. The 
words of Uncas were received with the 
same deep attention as those which fell 
from the maturer wisdom of his father; 
and so far from manifesting any impa* 
tience, none spoke in reply, until a few 
moments of silent meditation were seem- 
ingly bestowed in deliberating on what had 
already been said. 

The language of the Mohicans was ac- 
companied by gestures so direct and natu- 
ral, that Heyward had but little difficulty 
in following the thread of their argument. 
On the other hand the scout was obscure ; 
because, from the lingering pride of co- 
lour, he rather affected the cold and inar- 
tificial manner which characterizes all 
classes of Anglo-Americans, when unex. 
cited. By the frequency with which the 
Indians described the marks of a forest 
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trail, it was evident they urged a pursuit 
by land, while the repeated sweep of 
Hawk-eye's arm . toward the Horican, de- 
noted that he advocated a passage across 
its waters. 

Thg latter was, to every appearance,' fast 
losing ground, and the point w^as about to 
be decided against him, when he arose to 
his feet, and shaking off his apathy, he 
suddenly assumed the manner of an In- 
dian, and aidopted . all the arts of native 
eloquence. Elevating an arm, he pointed 
out the track of the sun, repeating the 
gesture - for every day that was necessary 
to accomplish their object. Then he deli- 
neated a long and painful path, amid rocks 
and . water courses. The age and weak- 
ness of the slumbering and unconscious 
Munro, were indicated by signs too palpa- 
ble to be mistaken. Duncan perceived 
that Qven: his own powers were spoken 
lightly of, as the scout extended his palm, 
and mentioned him by the appellation of 
the "open hand ;" a name his liberality 
had purchased of all the friendly tribes. 
Tlien came the representation of the light 

k2 
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and graceful movements of a canoe, set 
in forcible contrast to the totteripg steps 
of one enfeebled and tired. He concluded 
by pointing to the scaJp of the. Oneida, 
and apparently urging the necessity of 
their departing speedily, and in a manner 
that should leave no traiL 

The Mohicans listened gravely, and with 
countenances that reflected the sentiments 
of the speaker. Conviction gradually 
wrought its influence, and towards the 
close of Hawk-eye's speech, his sentences 
were accompanied by the customary ex- 
clamation of commendation^ In short, 
Uncas and his father became converts to 
his way of thinkingj abandoning their own 
previously expressed opinions, with a libe- 
rality and candour, that had they been the 
representatives of some great and civilized 
people, would have infallibly worked their 
political ruin, by destroying for ever, their 
reputation for consistency . 

The instant the matter in discussi<Mi was 
decided, the debate, and every thing con- 
nected with it, except the result, appeared 
to be forgotten. Hawk-eye, without look- 
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ing found to read his triumph in applaud* 
ing eyes, very composedly stretched his 
UU frame before the dying embers, and 
closed his own organs in sleep. 

Left now in a measure to themselves, the 
Mofaicari^^ whose time had been so much 
devoted to the interests of others, seized 
the tooment to devote some attention to 
themselves. Casting off at once the grave 
and ixji&lese demeanour of ah Indian chief, 
Chingachgook commenced speaking to his 
son in the soft and playful tones of affec- 
tion. Uncas gladly met the familiar air of 
his father, and before the hard breathing 
of the scout announced that he slept, a 
complete change was effected in the man- 
ner of his two associates. 

It is impossible to describe the music of 
their language, while thus engaged in 
laughter and endearments, in such a way 
as to render it intelligible to those whose 
ears have never listened to its melody. 
The compass of their voices, particularly 
that of the youth, was wonderful ; extend- 
ii^ from the deepest bass, to tones that 
Were even feminine in softness. The eyes 
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of the father followed the plastic and inpfc- 
nious movements of the son with open de- 
light, and he never failed to smile in reply- 
to thfe other's contagious but low laughter: 
While under the influence of . these gentle 
and natural feelings, no trace of ferocity 
was to be seen in the softened features of 
the Sagamore. His figured panoply of 
death looked more like a disguise assumed 
in mockery, than a fierce annuncilEitioh of 
a desire to carry destruction and desolation 
in his footsteps. 

After an hour passed in the indulgence 
of their better feelings, Chingachgook 
abruptly announced his desire to sleep, by 
wrapping his head in his blanket, and 
stretching his form on th^ naked earth. 
The merriment of Uncas instantly ceased, 
and carefully raking the coals in sucli a 
manner that they should impart their 
warmth to his father's feet, the youth 
sought his own pillow among the ruins of 
the place. 

Imbibing renewed confidence from the 
security 6f these experienced foresters, 
Heyward soon imitated their example^ and 
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long before the night had turned, they who 
lay in the bosom of the ruined work, 
seemed to slumber as heavily as the un- 
conscious multitude whose bones were al- 
ready beginning to bleach on the surround- 
ing plain. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



" Land of Albania ; let me bend mine eyes 
On thee, thoa rugged nnrse of savage men !" 

Childe Harold. 



The heavens were still studded with stars 
when Hawk-eye came to arouse the sleep- 
ers. Casting aside their cloaks, Munro and 
Heyward were on their feet, while the 
woodsman was still making his low calls at 
the entrance of the rude shelter where they 
had passed the night. When they issued ' 
from beneath its concealment they found 
the scout awaiting their appearance nigh 
by, and the only salutation between them 
was the significant gesture for silence made 
by their sagacious leader. 
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" Thuil over your prayers," he whisper- 
ed, as they approached him ; ** for he, to 
whom you make them, knows all tongues ; 
that of the heart as well as those of the 
mouth. But speak not a syllable; it is 
rare for a white voice to pitch itself pro- 
perly in the woods, as we have seen by the 
example of that miserable devil, the singer. 
Come,'* he continued, turning towards a 
Curtain of the works ; " let us get into the 
ditch on this side, and be regardful to step 
on the stones and fragments of wood as you 

go." 

His companions complied, though to one 
of them Ihe reasons of all this extraordina- 
ry precaution were yet a mystery. When 
they were in the low cavity that surrounded 
the earthen fort on three of its sides, they 
found the passage nearly choked by the 
ruins. With care and patience, however, 
they succeeded in clambering after the 
acout, until they reached the sandy shore 
of the Horican. 

"That's a trail that nothing but a Jiose 
can follow," said the satisfied scout, look- 
ing back along their diflScult way ; ^* gr^ss 

k3 
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is a treacherous carpet for a flying party to 
tread on, but wood and stone take no print 
from a moccasin. Had you worn your 
armed boots there might, indeed, have 
been something to fear I but with the. deer- 
skin suitably prepared a man may trust 
himself generally on rocks with safety. 
Shove in the canoe nigher to the land^ 
Uncas; this sand will take a stamp as easily, 
as the butter of the. Butchers on the Mo^ 
hawk. Softly, lad, softly; it hiust not 
touch the beach, or the knaves will know 
by what road we have left the place." 

The young man observed the precaution ; 
and the scout, laying a board from the 
ruins to the canoe, made a sign for the two 
officers to enter. When this was done,, 
every thing was studiously restored to its 
former disorder ; and then Hawk-eyq sue-; 
ceeded in reaching his little birchin vessel, 
without leaving behind him any of those 
marks which he appeared so much to dread. 
Hey ward was silent until the Indians had 
cautiously paddled the canoe some distance 
from the fort, and within the broad acid 
dark shadow that fellfrom the eastern. 
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mountains on the glossy surface of the 
lake; then he demanded — 

" What need have we for this stolen and 
hurried departure ?*' 

" If the blood of an Oneida cotild stain 
such a sheet of pure water as this we float 
on," returned the scout, " your two eyes' 
would answer your own question. Have 
you forgotten the skulking reptile that 
Uncasslew?" 

" By no means. But he was said to be 
alone, and dead men give no cause for 
fear!*' 

" Ay, he was alone in his deviltry ! but 
an Indian, whose tribe counts so many 
warriors, need seldom fear his blood will 
run without the death-shriek coming 
speedily from some'of his enemies." 
• " But our presence— *the authority of 
Cblonel Munro, would prove a sufficient 
protection against the anger of our allies, 
especially in a case where the wretch so 
well merited his fate. I trust in Heaven 
you have not deviated a single foot from 
the direct line of our course with so slight 
a reason." 
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** Do you think the bidlet ©f that varLet'a 
rifle would hava tmia^d adide^ though his 
sacred caajeslij ik^ king biad stood in its 
path !*' returned the stofahoca acouib^ 
*^ Why did not the grand Erenchen, he 
mho. is- captaitQ genevaJi of the Canadae^ 
huFy the tQmahawJks^ of the Huscai^ if a 
wo^di frQin a white can yrmk 90 steongly on 
the natur of an Indiam ?" 

The reply of Heyward was mterru|rted 
by a deep and heavy groan firom M?unro ; 
but after he had pAU^d a momeiili^ in- de* 
ference to the sorrow of his aged friend,, he 
i\esmnied tho subjects 

^* The Marquis of Moiatcalm can only 
settle that error. wi|Jb. hiaQod^** said the 
young man, solemnly*. 

"" Ay, ay, now there is reasaa in youi? 
words, &t they are bottomed oji religion 
and honesty. There ia a yaat difference 
between throwing a regiment of white coats 
atwixt the tribes and. the pricpnerSi aad 
coaxing an angryr.sayage ifi forgjst he (9f ^ 
ties a knife and. a rifle, with^ words thafr 
must begin with calling him * your son.' 



No« no^^' contiifiued the seout, looking back 
at the dim shore of William Henry, wfaicb 
BOW aj^eared to be fast receding, and 
laughing in his owa silJent but heartfelt 
oaanner; ^^ I have but a trail of water 
atweeo* us ; and unless the imps caumake 
frieada with the fishes, and hear who has 
paddled across their ba^n this fine mofn^^ 
iflg, we shaH throw the length of the 
Horiisaii behind us^ before thej have 
made up: their mdnds which path to 
tai:e/' 

^* With foes in front, and foes in oud 
teaXf our journey is like to be one of 
danger V^ 

" Danger !'* repeated Hawk^^ye,. calmly j 
^ Q0| not absolutely of dajoger f for, with 
vigjlaat eairs. and quick eyes,, we can ma^ 
nage to keep a few hours ahead of the 
luiaves*;. or, if we must: try the rifle^ there 
aiie thr^e^ of ias who understand its gifts a« 
w^ as any yoa can name on the borders. 
Uq^ not 'of danger, but that we shall have 
what yc^ may call a. brisk pu^ of it is pro* 
hablfe^ ; and it may happen a brash, a skrim- 
ftMg^t Off: some audb dr^^rstopr but always 
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where covers are good and ammunition 
abundant/' 

It is possible that Heyward's estimate 
of danger, distinguished as In was for 
spirit, differed in some degree from that of 
the scout, for instead of replying he now- 
sat in silence, while the canoe glided over 
several miles of water. Just as the day 
dawned they entered the narrows of the 
lake, and stole swiftly and cautiously 
among their numberless little islands.. It 
was by this road that Montcalm had re- 
tired with his army, and the adventurers 
knew not but he had left some of his In- 
dians in -ambush to protect the rear of his 
forces , and collect the straggler^. They 
therefore approached the passage with the 
customary silence of their guarded habits. 

Ghingachgook laid aside ; his paddle, 
while Uncas and the scout urged the light 
vessel through crooked and intricate chan- 
nels,, where every foot that they advanced 
exposed them to the danger of some sudden 
rising on their progress. The eyea of the 
Sagatnore moved warily from isfet to 
islet, and copse to copse, as the canoe 
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proceeded ; and when a clearer sheet of 
water permitted, his keen vision was bent 
along the bald rocks and impending forests 
that frowned upob the narrow strait. 

Hey ward, who was a doubly interested 
spectator, as well from the beauties of the 
place as from the apprehension natural to 
his situation, was just believing that he had; 
permitted the latter to be excited without 
sufficient reason, when the paddles ceased 
moving in obedience to a signal from Chin* 
gachgook. > 

** Hugh!** exclaimed Uncas, nearly at 
the moment that the light tap his father 
had made on the side of the canoe notified 
them of the vicinity of danger. 

" \Whiat now ?" asked the scdut ; ^* the 
lake is as smooth as if the winds had. never 
blown, and I can see along its sheet for 
miles ; . there is not so much as the blatk 
head of a loon dotting the water !** 

The Indian gravely raised his paddle, 
and pointed in the . direction that his own- 
steady look was rivetted. Duncan's eyes 
followed the motion. A few rods in their 
firont lay another of the low wooded islets,- 
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but it appeared a» calm aad peaceful as idf 
ks fifolitude had never been disturbed by 
the foot of man. 

*^ I see nothing/' he said^, '^ but land and 
water ; and a lovely scene it is!'' 

" Hist 1" interrupted the scout. *^ Ay> 
Sagamore, there is always^ a reason for what 
you do ! 'Tis but a shad^ and yet it is 
not imtural. You see the mist, Major^ that 
ia rising above the island ; you can't call- 16 
a fogr for it is more like a streak of iiun 
cloud*' — 

.*^ It is vapour from the wateir;" 

'^ That a child could telL But what is 
l^he edging of blacker smoke that hangs 
along its lower side, and which you may 
trace down mto the thicket, of hazle ? 'Tis 
from a fire, but one that in my judgment 
has been suffered to burn low/' 

^* Let us then push for: the place and re^ 
lieve our doubts^" said the impatient Dun^- . 
can ; . '* the party must be small that can 
lie on such a bit of land." 

" If you judge of Indian cunning by the' 
ndes you find in books^ or by white saga^ 
cift^^ they wifi lead y!oa astray, if not tiE^ 



TUB MOfiQCAKS. 209 

your death/* returned Hawk-eye, examin- 
ing the signs of the place with that acute* 
ivess which distinguished him. '* If I may 
be permitted to speak in this matter it will 
^ to say^ that we have but two thingjsr to 
choose between ; the one is to return and 
give up all thoughts of following the 
Hurons — " 

" Never!*', exclaimed Hey ward, in a 
voice far too loud for their circumstances. 

" WeUp well," continued Hawk-eye, 
soaking a hasty sign to repress his ardour ; 
*' I am much of your mind myself, though 
I thought it becoming my experience to 
tell the whole. We must then make a push, 
and if the IntUans or Frendicdra are in tfaie 
sarrows, run the gauntlet through these 
topUng^ mountains. Is there reason ia my 
words, Sf^amore?" 

The Indiaa majife no other answer than 
by df opping his paddle into the water amd 
4°^r<Ll Tc^oe. A. he held dK 
office* of diFecting- its couisse, his resection 
waa sufiictt^tiy inc&mted by the movement 
The whek: paiity mm plied their paddles 
vigorously, ml in « very &w moments 
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they bad reached a point whence they 
might command an entire view of the 
northern shore of the island, the side that 
had hitherto been concealed. 

^* There they are by all the truth of 
signs !'* whispered the scout ; " two canoes 
atid a smoke ! The knaves have'nt yet got 
their eyes out of the mist, or we should 
hear the accursed whoop. Together, 
friends — 'We are leaving them and are al- 
ready nearly out of whistle of a bullet."* 

The well known crack of a rifle, whose 
ball came skipping along the placid surface 
of the strait, and a shrill yell from the 
island, interrupted his speech, and an- 
nounced that their passage was discovered. 
In another instant several savages were 
seen rushing into the canoes, which were 
soon dancing over the water in swift pur- 
suit. These fearful precursors of a coming 
struggle produced no change in tbe coun- 
tenances and movements of his three 
guides, so far as Duncan could discover, 
except that the strokes of their paddles 
were longer and more in unison, and 
caused the little bark to spring forward 
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like a creature possessing life and voli* 
tion. 

" Hold them * there. Sagamore," said 
Hawk-eye, looking coolly backward over 
his left shoulder, while he still plied his 
paddle ; " keep them just there. Them 
Hurons have never a piece in their nation 
that will execute at this distance; but 
^ kill-deer' has a barrel on which a man may 
safely calculate.'' 

The scoiit having ascertained that the 
Mohicans were sufficient of themselv^es to 
maintain the requisite distance, deliberately 
laid aside his paddle and raised the fatal 
rifle. Three several times he brought the 
piece fo his shoulder, and when bis compa- 
nions were expecting the report, he as often 
lowered it to request the Indians would 
permit their enemies to approach a little 
Higher. At length his accurate and fasti^ 
dious eye seemed satisfied, and throwing 
out his left arm on the barrel, he was slowl 
ly elevating the muzzle, when an exclama- 
tion from Uncas, who sat in the bow, once 
more caused him to suspend the shot. 

" What npw, lad ?** demanded Hawk- 
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eye ; **you isfaved a Huron from the death- 
shriek by that word ; have you reason for 
what you do ?" 

Uncaa pomted towards the rocky shore, 
a little in their front, whence another war 
canoe was darting directly actoss their 
course. It was too obvious now that their 
situation was imminently perilous to deed 
the aid of language to confirm it. The 
scout laid aside his rifle and resumed the 
paddle, while Chingachgook inclined the 
bows of the canoe a little towards the 
western shore, in order to increase the (Ks- 
timice l^tween them and this new enemy. 
iii the meantime they were reminded of 
the presence of those who pressed upon 
their rear by wild and exulting ghouts. 
The stirring scene awakened even Munro 
from the dull apathy into which he was 
plunged by the weight of his misfortunes. 

'^ Let us make for the rocks on the main/' 
he said, with the firm mien of a tried sol- 
dier, *^ and give battle to the savages% God 
forbid that I, or tiiase attached to me and 
mine,, should ever trast again to the faith 
ainny servant of the Louises !'' 
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" He who wisbes to prosper in Indian 
warfare/' returned the busy scout, " must 
not, be too proud to learn from the wit of 
a native. Lay her more along the land, 
Sagamorie ; we are doubling on the varlets, 
and perhaps they may try to strike our trail 
on the long calculation." 

Hawk-eye was not mistaken, for when 
the Hurons found their course was likely 
to throw them behind their chase, theyren^ 
dered it less direct, until by gradually 
bearing ^nore and more obliquely, the two 
canoes were ere long gliding on parallel 
lines, within two hundred yards of each other. 
It now became entirely a trial of speed. So 
rapid was the progress of the light vessels, 
that the lake curled in their front in minia- 
ture waves, and their motion became uri^ 
dulating by its own velocity. It was, per- 
haps, owing to thi§ circumstance, in addi- 
tion to the necessity of keeping every hand 
employed at the paddles, that the Hurons 
had not injmediate . recourse to their fire- 
arms. Tlie exertions of the fugitives were 
too severe to continue long, and the pur- 
suers had the advantage of numbers. Dun- 
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can observed with uneasiness that the scout 
began to look anxiously about him, as if 
searching for some further means of assist- 
ing their flight. 

•^ Edge her a little more from the sun. 
Sagamore," said the stubborn woodsman j 
'* I see the knaves are sparing a man to the 
rifle. A single broken bone might lose u^ 
oiir scalps. Edge more from the sun, anft 
we will put the island between us." 

The expedient was not without its use. 
A long low island lay at a little distance 
before them, apd as they closed with it the 
chasing canoe was compelled to take a side 
opposite to that on which the pursued 
passed. The scout and his companions did 
not neglect this advantage, but the instant 
they were hid from observation by the 
bushes, they redoubled efforts that before 
had seemed prodigious. The two canoes 
came round the last low. point, like two 
coursers at the top of their speed, the fugi- 
tives taking the lead. This change had 
brought them nigher to each other, how- 
ever, while it altered their relative posi- 
tions. 
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" You showed knowledge in the shaping 
of birchen bark, Uncas, when you chose 
this from among the Huron canoes/' said 
the scout, smiling, apparently more in sa- 
tisfaction at their superiority in the race, 
than from that prospect of final escape 
which now began to open a little upon 
them. " The imps have put all their 
strength again at the paddles, and we are 
to struggle for our scalps with bits of ffat- 
tened wood, instead of clouded barrels and 
true eyes ! A long stroke, and together, 
friends." 

" They are preparing for a shot,** said 
Hey ward ; •* and as we are in a line with 
them it can scarcely fail." 

" Get you then into the bottom of the 
canoe,*' returned the scout ; " you and the 
Colonel ; it will be so much taken frorii the 
size of the mark." 

Heyward smiled, as he answered — 

" It would be but an ill example for the 
highest in rank to. dodge while the warriors 
were under fire! ' 

" Lord ! I^ord ! that is now a white 
man's courage!" exclaimed the scout; 
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*^ and like too many of bis notions tiof to 
be maintained by reason. Do you ihitik 
the Sagamore, or Uncas, or even I, who 
am a man without a cross, would deliberate 
about finding a cover in a skrimmage when 
an open body would do no good! For 
what have the Frenchers reared up their 
Quebec, if fighting is always to be done in 
the clearings ?" 

" All that you say is very true, my 
friend,** replied Heyw^rd ; " still our cus* 
toms must prevent us from doing as you 
wish." 

A volley from the Hurons interrupted 
the discourse, and as the bullets whistled 
about them Duncan saw the head of Uncas 
turned, looking back at himself and Munro. 
Notwithstanding the nearness of the ene* 
my, and his own great personal danger, the 
countenance of the young warrior express- 
ed no other emotion, as the former was 
compelled to think, than amazement at 
finding men willing to encounter so useless 
an exposure. Chingachgook was probably 
better acquainted with the notions of white 
men, for he did not ev^n cast a ghmce 
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aside from the riveted look his eye main- 
tained on the object by which he govern^ 
tbetr course. A bail soon struck the tight 
and polished paddle from the hands of the 
chief, apd drove it through the ^ jfar in 
the advance. A shout arose from the 
HufoHs, who seized the opportunity to fire 
another volley. Uncas described an arc in 
the water with his own blade, and as the 
canoe passed swi&ly on, Chingachgook re* 
covered his paddle, and flourishing it on 
high, he gave the war<-whoop of the Mohi- 
cans, and then lent his own strength £uid 
skill again to the important task. 

The clamorous sounds of " le Gros Ser- 
pent,^' ** la Longue Carabine,.'* " le Cerf 
Agile,** burst at once from the canoes be- 
hind i ^nd seemed to give new ^eal to the 
puryu^s. The scout seized " kill-deer" in 
his left hdnd> and elevating it above his 
head, he shook it in triumph at his enemies. 
Thp savages answered the insult with a 
yell, and immediately another volley ^uc- 
^eede4- The bullets pattered along the 
la^e, ^nd one even pierced the bark of 
tji^ir little vessel. No perceptible emotion 

VOL. II. , L 
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could be discovered in the Mohicatis dn*' 
ring this critical momeDt^, their rigid fea-« 
turea expressing neither hope .nor alarm ; 
but the scout again turned his head, and 
laughing in his own silent manner^ h^ said 
to Hey ward — / 

V The knaves love to hear the sounds of 
their pieces ; but the eye is not to be found 
among the Mingoes that can calculate si 
true range in a dancing canoe 1 You see 
the dumb devils have taken off a man to 
charge/ and by the smallest measurement 
that can be allowed, we move three feet to 
their two 1** , , 

Duncan, who was not altogether as easy 
under this nice estimate of distances as his 
companions, was glad to find, however, 
that owing to their superior dexterity, - and 
Jhe diversion among their enemies, they 
W^re very sensibly obtaining the advantage. 
The Hurons ^oon fired again, and a bullet 
struck the blade of Hawk-eye's paddte , 
without injury* 

J* That will do," said the scout, examin** 
ing the slight indentation With a curious 
eye ; ^' it would not have cut thi^ skin of 
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in ihiant/much less of men, who/ like us, 

have been blown upon by the Heavens in, 

their anger. Now, Major, it you will try 

to use this piece of flattened^ wood, Til let 

< kill-deer' take a part in the conversation." 

Heyward seized the paddle, and applied 

himself to the work with an eagerness that 

supplied the place of skill, while Hawk-eye 

waa engaged in inspecting the priming of 

his rifle. The latter then took a swifl aim» 

and fired. The Huron in the l?ows of the 

leading canoe had risen with a similar object^ 

and he now fell backward, suffering his guq 

to escape from his hands into the Water. In 

an instant, however, he recovered his feet; 

though his gestures were wild and bewilT 

dered* At ^le same moment his compa* 

nions suspended their efibrts, and the 

chasing canoes clustered together, and-be^ 

came stationary. Chingachgook and Uncas 

profited by the interval to regain their 

wind, though Duncan continued to work 

with the most persevering industry* - The 

father and son now cast calm btit inquiring 

glances at each other, to leara if either ha4 

L 2 
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sustained any injury by the fire ; for hoih 
well knew that no cry or exclamation 
would, in such a moment of necesisity, have 
been permitted to betray the accident. A 
few large drops of blood were trickling 
down the shoulder of the Sagamore, who, 
when he perceived that the ey6s of Uncas 
dwelt too long on the sight, raised some 
water in the hollow of his hand, and wash^ 
ing off die stain, was content to manifest, 
in this simple manner, the slightness of the 
injury. 

" Softly, softly, Major," said the scoul, 
who by this time had reloaded his rifle ; 
'^ we are a little too far already for a rifle 
to put fiorth its beauties, and you see yon*' 
der imps are holding a council. Let them 
come up within striking distance — my eye 
may well be trusted in such a matter— *and 
I will trail the varlets the leogtj^ of tb« 
Hoacan, ^guaranteeing that not, ash^ of 
theirs tshii^y at the worsts more th»p br^ 
tiie skin, wJhil^ ' kiU-4eer' shaU tgi^k ti^ 
life twiice in three tim^s." 

« We forget our e^raqd,'' returiied the 
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diligent Duncan. " For God's sake, let un 
profit by this advantage, and increase our 
distance from the enemy." 

•• Give me my children," said Munro, 
hoarsely ; " trifle no longer with a Other's 
agony, but restore me my babes !*^ 

• • • • • 

Long and habitual deference to the man- 
dates of his superiors had taught the scout 
the virtue of obedience. Throwing a last 
and lingering glance at the distant canoes, 
he laid aside his rifle, and relieving the 
wearied Duncan, resumed the paddle, which 
he wielded with sinews that never tired. 
His efibrts were seconded by those of the 
Mohicans, and a very few minutes served 
to place such a sheet of water between 
them and their enemies^ that HeyWard once 
more breathed freely. 

The lake now began to expand, and 

« > * * 

their route lay along a wide reach, that, was 
lined, as before, by high and ragged moun- 
tains. But the islands were few, and easily 
avoided. The strokes of the paidcUes grew 
more measilred and regular^ whfle they 
who plied them continued their lat)our, 

f «r r • 

after th^ close and deadly chace from 
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which they had just relieved ihemselves, 
with as much coolness as though their 
speed had been tried in sport, rather tlian 
under j^uch pressing, nay, almost desperate^ 
circumstances* 

Instead of following the westjern &hore, 
whither their errand led them, the wary 
Mohican inclined his course more' towards 
those hills, behind which Montcalm was 
known to have led his army into the for-? 
midable fortress of Ticonderoga* As the 
Hurons^ to every appearance, had abandon* 
ed the pursuit, there was no apparent rea« 
soti for this excess of caution. It was^ 
however, maintained for hours, until they 
had reached a bay nigh the northern ter* 
mination.of the lake« Here the canoe was 
driven upon the beach, and the whole 
party landed. Hawk-eye and Heyward 
aacendied an adjacent bluff, where the 
former, after considering the expanse of 
water beneath him attentively for many 
minutes, pointed oiit to the latter a lAnall 
black object, hovering upder a headJand^ 
fi.t the distance of several miles» 
i-^\ Do yQu SjB^ it?"* demanded the scoqt^ 
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" Now/ what would you account that spot, 
were you left alone to white experience to 
find your way through this wilderness ?*' 

'^ But for its distance and its magnitude, 
I should suppose it a bird* Can it be a 
living object ?" 

** 'Tis a canoe of good birchen bark, 
end padd]e;i by fierce and ci:afty Mingoes I 
Xbougk Providence has lent to. those who 
inhabit the/ woods eyes that would be heed^ 
less to men in the settlements, where there 
ate inventions to assist the sight, yet 'no 
human orgahs can see all the dangers which 
at thi3 moment circumvent us. These var*^ 
lots pretend to be bent chiefly on their sun^ 
^own OAeal, but the moment it is dark'^ 
they, will be on our trail, as true as hounds 
on the scent We must throw tl>em ofi^' ot 
our pursuit of 1^ Renard Subtil may be 
^ven up# These lakes are useful at times, 
iespecially when the game takes the water,'' 
^continued the scout, ^zing about him 
^ith a .c6untenance of concern, ^^ but they 
^^e no cov^r, except it be to the.fishest. 
God knows what the country! would be, if 
4iie settlements should ever spread far 
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from the two rivers. Both hunting and 
war would lose their beauty/* 
. '^ Let us not delay a moment, without 
some good and obvious cause/' 

'' I little like that smoke, which you 
may see worming up along the rock ^bovB 
the canoe/' interrupted the abstracted 
scout. ^' My life on it, other eyes thact 
ours see it, and know its meaning I Well, 
words will not mend the matter, and it is 
time that we were doitag." 

Hawk-eye moved away from the look-^ 
out, and descended, musing pi^ofoundly^ to 
the shore^ He comm\inicated th^ tesxAX 
of his observations to his eompamoiis' in 
Delaware, and a short and' earnest con<^ 
sultation suoceedied. When it terminated, 
the three instantly set about executing 
their new resolutions. 

The canoe was lifted from the water, 
and borne on the shoulders of th^ party^ 
They proceeded into, the wood, making as 
broad and obvious a trail as possible^ They 
soon reached a Water*course, which they 
crossed^ and continued oAward, until they 
eame to an extensive and niked rotk. At 



this point, yf/hsre their fooUteps might "be 
expected to be no longer vkiUey ti^y te^ 
tracerd ibd'r route to the brook, walkiog 
backwards, %ith the utaidst cmce. Tbef 
now foUowed the bed rf the little stream 
to the lakey into which ihey immeddkbgfy 
launched their canoe again, A low point 
concealed them from the head-land, and 
the margin of the lake was fringed for some 
distance with dense and overhaoging 
bushes. Under the cover of these natural 
advantages, they toiled their way, with pa- 
tient industry, until the scout pronounced 
that he believed it would be safe once 
more to land. 

The halt continued until evening ren- 
dered objects indistincf and uncertain to 
the eye. Then they resumed their route, 
and, favoured by the darkness, pushed 
silently and vigorously toward the western 
shore. Although the rugged outline of 
mountain, to which they were steering, 
presented no distinctive marks to the eyes 
of Duncan, the Mohican entered the little 
haven he had selected with the confidence 
and accuracy of an experienced pilot. 

L S 
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f ;TKci boat l¥as ^gain lifted^ and bornig 
into th4 wbods, where it was carefully cpiti-* 
cealed under a pile of brush. Th6 adven^ 
turers assumed their arms and packs, and 
the scout announced to Munro and Hey- 
ward that he and the Indians were at last 
in readiness to proceed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



** If 7M flad » aaa there, be than dit t flea's death." 



The party had landed on the border of 
a region that is, even to this day, less 
known to the inhabitants of the states than 
the deserts of Arabia, or the steppes of 
Tartary. It was, the sterile and rugged 
district which separates the tributaries of 
Champlain from those of the Hudson^ the 
Mohawk, and of the St. Lawrence. Since 
the period of our tale, the active spirit of 
the country has surrounded it with a belt 
of rich and thriving settlements, though 
none but the hunter or the savage is ever 
known, even now, to penetrate its rude and 
vrild rece8ses# . . ^ 
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As Hawk-eye and the MoUcans had^ 
however, often traversed the mountains and 
valleys of this vast wilderness, they did not 
hesitate to plunge into its depths with the 
freedom of men accustomed to its priva- 
tions and difficulties. For many houri^ 
the travellers toiUd on their laborious way, 
guided by a star, or following the directionr 
of some water-course, until the scout called 
a . halt, and holding a short consultation 
with the Indians, they lighted their fire, 
and made the usual preparations to pass 
the remainder of the night where they then 
werel ' 

Imitating the example, and emulating 
the confidence of their more experienced 
associates^ Munro and Duncan sl6pt with- 
out fear, if not without uneasiness. The 
dewfe were suffered to exhale/ and the. sun 
had dispersed the mists, and was shedding^ 
a strong. and clear light in the forest, when 
the travellers resumed their journey.'^ 

After proceeding a few miles, ' the pf8- 
gress of Hawk-eye, who led tHe' advance, 
became more deliberate and vhalchful. ite 

r ' 

often stopped to examine the If^^s'j'.ndr 
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did he <!ro8s a dviUet, without attentively 
ecmi^ideriDg the qtmitity, the telocity, and 
the colour of its waters. Distrostiiig hi« 
ewn judgment, llis appeals to the iopinidn 
oJf^Cbinglichgook were ^r^queat and eaiiiesir. 
t)uritig one of these conferences, ti^rwkrd 
ld>serv€d that Uncas stood a patietit and 
srlent, though, as he imagined, an interests 
«d 4isteQer. He was strongly tempted t^ 
address the young chieftain, and demand 
his ^opdnion .of their progress ; but the calm 
isind dignified demeanour of the native in*- 
duced him to believe that, like himself, the 
other was Vhofly dependent on ' the sage^ 
city- and Hiteiligence of the seniors of thfe 
^party. At last the scout spoke in Engliifiib, 
an'd at -o^ce ex^ained the erabarmssmeirt 
of th^r sitioa^on. > 

«< When liaimd'that the hoinepa«h c«f 
Ae Hurons run liorth/' he feaiA, *' it did 
not need tt^ejudgment of many long y<ears 
to fell that they would follow the valfey^, 
afitf keep atw^een tiie'wsrters of tlie Hcfd8€>li 
^ttd the^Hofican, until they mi^ht stt^fe 
the Sprrngs' of the C^mada -streaiMs, ^Uih 
wodfd'icad ^hem ^nto the ^eart ^of (life 
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country of the Frenchers. Yet here are 
Sffe within a short range of the Scaroon^ 
arid not a sign of a trail have we crosaedj 
Hitman nature is weak, i^nd it p possibly 
we may not have taken the proper sc^t.'*. 

*^ Heaven protect us from such an etTor l^ 
exclaimed Duncan. ** Let ui retrace <mr 
isteps, and examine as we go with keraer 
eyes. Has Uncas no counsel to offer iQ 
such a strait ?'' 

The young Mohican cast a quick glance 
at his father, but instantly recoveriijig his 
quiet and reserved mien^ he con tinned 
ailent. . Chingachgook had caught ' the 
4ook, and motioning with his hand, he bade 
him speak. The moment this permission 
was accorded, the countenance of Uncas 
changed from its grave composure to a 
gleam of intelligence and joy. Bounding 
fwward like a deer, he sprang up the side 
lof a little acclivity, a few rods in adviuiee, 
and stood extdtingly over a spot of fresh 
earth, that looked as though it had been 
recently upturned by the passage of some 
heavy animal* The eyes of the whole 
|>arty follow:ed the unexpected movement, 
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And read their success in the air of triumph 
that the youth assumed. 

*^ 'Tis the trail !'' exclaimed the scouts 
adftnci»g to the spot ; ^ the lad is quick 
of sight and keen of wit, for his years." 

^^ 'Tis es;traordinary that he should have 
withhdid his knowledge so long,*' muttered 
Duncan^ at his elbow. 

*^It would have been more wonderftU 
had he spoken without a bidding! No^ 
JN»I yo«ir young white» who gathers his 
learning from books, and can measure 
what he knows by the page» may conceit 
tihat his knoDdedge, like his legs^ outruns 
that tof his father; but where experience is 
the master, the scholar is made to know 
the value of years, and respects them acr 
cordingly/' 

*^ Seej" said Upcas, pointing north and. 
«ottthj at the evident marks of the broad 
trail cm either side of him ; the dark hair 
has gone towards the frost." 

<< Hound never ran on a more beautiful 
iScent,*' •responded the scout, dashing for^p 
wird at once on the indicated route j ^' we 
are favoured^ greatly favoured, and, c|in 
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feltow^itb high noses. Ay, here are lioth 
your waddling beasts ; this Huron traveU 
like «t white general 1 The feliow is strick- 
en with a judgment, and is mad! ISi>ok 
sharp for wheels, Sagamore/' he continued, 
looking back and laughing, in his neWly 
awafeened satisfaction ; " we «baU sobtt 
have the fool journeying in a cdach, and 
that with three of the best pair of eyes' on 
<he borders in his rear." 

The spirits of the s6out, and the asto- 
nishing ^succ^ss of the chase, in which a cir- 
cuitous distance 6f more than ferty miles 
had been passed, did not iail to impart i ^ 
portion of hope to the whole party. Theii" 
advance was rapid ; and made witii ai^ 
much confidence as a -traveller wOuId pro- 
ceed along a wide highway. If ^a rock, or 
a rivulet, or - a bit '6f earth harder than 

% 

• t • • « . 

€6mm6n, severed fJie links of tfee clue they 

• * • • • . , 

fbflowed, iShe tirue eye of the scout reco^ 
vered them at a distance, and seldom .i^n^ 
tiered thc'deldy of a ^ngle moment oetfes- 
isary 1 *i%elr ^egi^ess was much ftciUtertod 
hy the certainty that Magua haA fy^d it 
•necessary? to joiitfieyjthpottgh tte vatteys { 
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a circumstance which rendered the general 
direction of the route sure. Nor had the 
Huron entirely neglected the arts uni'- 
formly practised by the natives, i^hen re* 
tiring in front of an enemy. False trails^ 
and sudden turnings, were frequent, wheri* 
ever a brook, or the formation -of the 
ground, rendered them feasible; but his 
pursuers were rarely deceived, smd never 
failed to detect their error, before they bAd 
lost either time or distance on the decep- 
tive track. 

By the middle of the afternoon they had 
passed the Scaroon, and were following the 
route of the declining sun. After descend- 
ing an eminence to a low bottom, through 
which a swift stream glided, they suddenly 
came to a place where the party of te Re^ 
nard had made a halt. Extinguished bmnds 
were lyin^ around a spring, the offals of a 
deer were scattered about the place^ &nd 
the trees bore evident marks of having 
been browsed long and closely by- the 
horses* At a little distance. Hey ward di»- 
covered> and . contemplated - with tender 
emotion the small bower under which, he 
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Was fain to believe^ that Cora and Alice 
had reposed. But while the earth wad 
ti*odden, and the footsteps of both men and 
beasts were so plainly visible around th6 
place, the trail appeared to have suddmily 
^ded. . 

. ; It was easy to follow the tracks of the 
Narragansetts, but they seemed only to 
have wandei'ed without glides, or any other 
object than the pursuit of foodt At length 
Uncas, whO| with bis fathecy had endea* 
voured to trace the route of the horses, 
batne upon a sign of their priesence, that 
was quite recent. Before following the 
due, he communicated his success to his 
idompanions, and while the latter were 
iconsulting on the circumstance, the youth 
xe-appeared, leading the two iiilies, with 
their saddles broken, and the- housings 
.^soiled, as though they had been permitted 
to run at will for several days. 

"What should this prove?*' said Dun* 
can, turning pale, and glancing his eyes 
around him, as if he feared tibrts brush and 
leaves were about to give up some hcmid 
jsecreU ..:;-> 
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. *^That our inarch is come to a quick 
end, and that we are in an enemy's coun- 
jtry/* returned the scout. " Had the 
knave been pressed, and the gentle onei^ 
wanted horses to keep up with the party, 
he might have taken their scalps; but 
without an enemy at his heels, and with 
isuch rugged beasts as these he would not 
hurt a hair of their heads. I know your 
thoughts, and shame- be it to our colour 
that you have reason for them } but he 
who thinks, that even a Mingo would ill 
treat a woman, unless it be to tomahawk 
her, knows nothing of Indian natur, or the 
laws of the woods. No, no ; I have heard 
that the French Indians had come into 
these hills to hunt the moose, and we are 
getting Mrithin scent of their camp. Why 
diould they not ? the morning and evening 
guns of Ty may be heard any day among 
these mountains, for the Frenchers are 
running a new line atween the provinces 
of the king and the Canadas* It is true 
that the horses are here, but the Hurons 
are gone ; let us then hunt for the path by 
which they departed." 
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Hawk-eye and the Mohicans now ap- 
plied theihselves t6 their task in good 
earnest. A circle of a few hmidfed feet 
in circumference was drawn; and each of 
the ' party took a segment for hu portion. 
The examination, however, resulted in no 
diiscovery. The impressions of footsteps 
wei^e numerous, but they all appeared like 
those of men who had wandered about the 
i^t without any design to quit iL Agaiil 
the scout and his companions made the 
circuit of the halting-place, each slowly 
following the other, until they assembled 
in the centre once more, no wiser than they 
started. : 

'' Such cunning is not without its devil^ 
try !" exclaimed Hawk-eye, \^hen he met 
the disappointed looks of his assistants. 
** We must get down to it, Sagaindre, be^ 
ginning at the spring and going over the 
ground by inches. The Huronishall never 
brag in hts' tribe that he has a &>ot which 
leaves no print !" 

Setting the example himself, the sootrt 
engaged in the scrutiny with renewed zeal. 
Not a leaf was left uatumed. TKb sticks 
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were removei^ and the intones lifted*— for 
Indian cuoaing y^ss known frequently to 
^opt these objects as covers, labouring 
with the utmost patience and industry to 
conceal each footstep as they proceeded* 
Still no discovery was made. At length 
Uncas, whose activity had enabled hint to 
achieve his portion of the task the soon^t« 
r^^d the earth across the turbid little rill 
which ran from the spring, and diverted 
its course into another channel. So soon 
as its narrow bed below the dam was dry, 
he stooped over it with keen and curious 
eyes. A cry of exultation immediately an* 
nounced the success of the young warrior. 
The whole parly crowded to the spot» 
where Uncas pointed out the impression of 
a moccasin in the rich and moist alluvion. 
** The lad will be an honour to his peo- 
ple!" said Hawk-eye, regarding the trail 
with as much admiration as a naturalist 
would expend on the tusk of a mammoth, 
or the rib of a mastoden ; ** ay, and ^ 
thorn in the sides of the Hurons^ Yet 
that is not the footstep of an Indian ! the 
weight is too much on the heel, and th^ 



^38 THE LAST OP 

toes aire squared, as though one of the 
French daiicers had been in pigeon-wing- 
ing his tribe ! Run back, tJncas, and 
bring me the size of the singer's foot. 
You will find a beautiful print of it just 
opposite yon rock, ag*in the hill side." 

While the youth was engaged in this 
commission, the scout and Chingachgook 
were attentively considering the impres- 
sions. The measurements agreed, and the 
former unhesitatingly pronounced that the 
footstep was that of David, who had once 
more been made to exchange his shoes for 
moccasins. 

"I can now read the whole of it, as 
plainly as if I had seen the arts of le Sub- 
til,*' he added ; " the singer being a man 
whose gifts lay chiefly in his throat and 
feet, was made to go first, and the others 
have trod in his steps, imitating their for» 
mation/^ 

"Buti" cried Duncan, *'Isee no signs 
bfV* . 

"The gentle ones/' interrupted the 
scout; "the varlet has found a way to 
carry them, until he supposed he had 
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thrown any followers off the scent. My 
life on it we see their pretty . little feet 
again before inany rods go by.'' 

The whole party now proceeded^ follow- 
ing the (X)urse of the rill, keeping anxious 
eyes on the regular impressions* The 
water soon flowed into its bed again, biit 
watching the ground on either side the 
foresters pursued their way, content with 
knowing that the trail lay beneath. More 
than half a mile was passed before the rill 
rippled close around the base of an exten- 
sive and dry rock. Here they paused to 
Tiiake siire that the Hurons had not quitted 
the water. - 

• It was fortunate they did so. For the 
quick and active Uncas soon found the 
impression of a foot on a bunch of moss, 
where it would $eem an Indian had in^- 
vertently trodden. Pursuing the direction 
given by this discovery, he entered tH^ 
neighbouring thicket, and struck the trail 
as iresh and obvious as it had been before 
they reached the spring. Another shout 
announced the good fortunfe of the youth 
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ta faiB ckimpaaimis^ and «t once tem it ii ate dr 

the search. 

*' Ay, it has been planned wiih Indian 
judgment,'' said the scout, Mrben the party 
was assembled around the place ; ^ - and 
would have blinded white eyes." 

** Shall we proceed?" demanded Hey ward. 

" Softly, softly ; we know our p^th, but h 
19 good to exapaine the formation of things. 
This is my schooling. Major, and if one 
neglects the book there is no better chance 
of learning from the hand of Providence, 
than yon idle boy has with an old gal. AU 
is plain but one thing, which is the man- 
ner that the knave* contrived to get the 
gentle ones^ along the blind trail. Even a 
Huron would be too proud to let their ten- 
der feet touch the water." 

** Will this assist in explaining the diffi- 
culty ?" said Hey ward, . pointing towardjs 
the fr^ments of a sort of hand-barrowt 
that had been rudely constructed of 
boughs, aad bound together with wither 
and which now seemed carelessly cast 96ide 
as useless. 
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'• *Tis all explained !" cried the delighted 
Hawk-eye. ** If them varlets have passed 
a minute, they have spent hours in striving 
to fabricate a lying end to their trail! 
Well^.Pve known them waste a day in the 
same manner to as little purpose. Here 
we have < three pair of moccasins^ and two 
of little fe^t It is amazing that any mor- 
tal beings can journey on limbs so small ! 
^ass me the thong of buckskin, Uncas, and 
let me* take the length of this foot. By 
the Lord it is no longer than a child's, and 
yet the maidens are tall and comely. That 
Providence is partial in iti^ gifts for its own 
wise reasons, the best and most contented 
of us must allow !*' 

" The tender limbs of my daughters are 
unequal to these hardships !" said Munro, 
* looking at the light footsteps of his chil- 
dren with a parent's love ; " we shall find 
their fainting forms in this desert." 

" Of that there is little cause to fear,*' 
returned the attentive scout, slowly shaking 
his head; "this is a firm and straight, 
though: a. light step, and not over long. 
See, the heel has hardly touched the 

VOL. II. M 
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groQtid ; and there the dafk-hak has made 
a little jump from root to root. No, ' no >; 
my knowledge for it^ neither of them was 
digh fainting hereawaj. Now the mx^er 
was begitaning to be foot*soi^e ^Aid leg* 
weary, as^is plain by his trail. There 3roii see 
he clipped i here he has travelled wide and 
tottered; and there^ again it looks as 
though he journeyed on snow-shoes* Ay, 
ay, a man who uses his throat altogether, 
can hardly give his legs a proper tntining !" 

From such undeniable testimony did the 
practised woodsman arrive, at the truths 
with nearly as much certainty and preci- 
sion as if he had been a witness of all thode 
events which his ingenuity so easily eluci^ 
dated. Cheered by these assurances, and 
satisfied by a reasoning that was so obvi^ 
ous, while it was so simple, the party re«* 
sumed its course after making a short hait^ 
to take a hurried and slight repast. 

When the meal was ended the scout cast 
a glance upward at the setting sun, and 
pushed forward wilh a rapidity/ to equal 
which compelled Heyward and the still 
irigorous Munro to ex^t all their musdes. 
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route now lay along the bottom 
which has dready been mentioned, A$ 
the Hurons had made po further efforts to 
conceal Iheir footsteps, the progress of the 
pursuiers was no longer delayed by uncer- 
tainly. Before an hour had elapsed/ how* 
6ver» the speed of Hawk-eye sensibly 
abateid^ and bis head, instead of maintain- 
ing its former ^i^ect and forward look, 
b^gan to turn suspiciously from side to 
side, as. if be. were conwrious of approach- 
ing, danger. He soon stopped again and 
awaited for the whole party to come up. 

'^ I scent the Hurons," he said, speak- 
ing to the Mohicans ; ^' yonder is open sky 
through the tree tops, and we are getting 
too nigh their encampment. Sagamore, 
you will take the hill side, to the right ; 
Uncas will bend along the brook to the 
left, while I will try the trail. If anything 
should happen, the call will be three croaks 
of a crow. I saw one of the bixds fanning 
himself in the air, just beyond the dead 
oak-r^another ^ign that we are touching an 
tMOKlipcnent." 

The^ ImiliaQs departed their several ways, 

M 2 
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without deeming any reply necessaiy, while 
Hawk-eye cautiously proceeded with the 
two gentlemen. Heyward soon pressed 
to the side of their guide, eager to catch 
an early. gUmpse of those enemies he had 
pursued with so much toil and anxiety. 
His companion told him to steal to the 
edge of the wood, which as usual was 
fringed with a thicket, . and , wait his 
coming, for he wished to examine certain 
suspicious signs a little on one side. Dun- 
can obeyed, and soon found himself in/ a 
situation to command a ^ view which he 
found as extraordinary as it was novel. ' 

The trees of many acres had been 
felled, and the glow of a mild summer's 
evening had fallen on the clearing, in beau- 
tiful contrast to the gray light of the fo^ 
rest. A short distance from the place 
where. Duncan stood, the stream had seem- 
ingly expanded into a little lake, covering 
most of the low land from mountain to 
mountain. The water fell out of this wide 
basin in a cataract so regular and gentle, that 
it appeared rather to be the work of .human 
hands, than fashioned by nature. A bun^ 
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dred earthen dweUings stood on the mar- 
gin of the lake, and even in its waters, as 
though the latter had flowed its usual 
banks. Their rounded roofs, admirably 
moulded for defence against the weather^ 
denoted more of industry and foresight 
than the natives were wont to bestow on 
their regular habitations, much less on 
those they occupied for the temporary 
purposes ' of hunting and. war. In short, 
the whole village, or town, whichever it 
might be termed, possessed more of me- 
tiiod and neatness of execution than the 
white men had been accustomed to believe 
.belonged ordinarily to the Indian habits. 
It appeared, however, to be deserted. At 
least so thought Duncan for many minutes; 
but at length he fancied he discovered se- 
veral human forms advancing towards him 
on all fours, imd apparently dragging in 
their train some heavy, and as he was quick 
to apprehend, some formidable engine. 
Just then a.few dark looking heads gleamed 
out of the dwellingis, and the place seemed 
suddenly alive with beings, which, however, 
glided from cover to cover so swiftly as to 
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allow' no opportanity of exsmmirsg iheix 
humours or pursuits. Alarhied at thete 
suspicious and inexplicafale movemeiita^ he 
was about to attempt the signal of tbe 
crows, when the rustling of the leaves at 
hand drew his eyes in another diredtiiodi; r 

The young tnai» started and ' recdiled a 
few paces instinctively, when he fomfd 
himsdf ^thin a hundred yards of a 
Stranger Indian. Recovering his reoolF- 
lection on the instatnt, instead of soundiiig 
an : alarm, which might have proved fskal 
to himself, he remained stationary^ an aifc- 
teative ohservet of the other's motions^ . 

An instant of calm observation serial 
to assure Duncan that he was irndtsod- 
vered; The native^ . like himself seamed 
-occupied in considering the low dwifeUiHgb 
of the village, and ihe stden mo^eiheBtB 
of its inhabitlints. it Wa6 impossible to 
discover the expressioa o£ Ms feiatures 
through the grotesque mask of paint undesr 
which they were concealed ; though Doiu 
can fancied it was rather melknGholy than 
savage. His head was' shaved as lisHal, 
with the exception of the crowb, frbiii 
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lyhoM tuft tiiree or four faded feathers 
from a hawk's wing were loosely danglings 
A ragged calico mantle half encircled his 
bodyy while his netha: garmrat was com- 
jpoeed of an ordinary shirt, the * sleeves of 
whicb were made to perform the office that 
IS usually executed by a much more com- 
modious arrangement. His legs were bare 
aad sadly cut and torn by briars. The 
feet were, however, covered with a pair <^ 
good bear-dun mocca^ns. Altogether the 
i^earance of the individual was forlorn 
aad miserable. 

Duncan was still curiously observing tlie 
person of his ndghbour^ when the scout 
«tole silently and cautiously to his side. 

^ You see we have reached their settle- 
ment, or ^icampment," whispered the 
young man j ^^ and here is one of the sa- 
vages faimsdlf in a very embarrassing posi^ 
tioQ fi>f our further movements.'' 

Hawk-eye started, and dropped his rifle, 
jwhen directed by the finger of his compa- 
aion, the stranger came under his view. 
Then lowQrii^ the dangerous muzzle, he 
irtretcfaed forward his long neck, as if to 
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assist a scrutiny that was already intensely 
keen. 

The imp is not a Huron," he said, 

nor of any of the Canada tribes I aqd yet 
you see by his clothes the kna^e has been 
plundering a white. Ay, Montcalm has 
raked the woods for his inroad, and a^ 
whooping murdering set of varlets has he 
gathered together! Can you. see where he 
has put his rifle or his bow ?'* / / 

^* He appears to have no arms y nor does 
he seem to be viciously iqclinod.. Unless 
he communicate the alarm to his fellows, 
who, as you see are dodging about the 
water, we have but little to fear from him." 

The scout turned to Heyward, and re- 
garded him , a moment with unconcealed 
amazement. Then opening wide his 
mouth, he indulged in unrestrained and 
heartfelt laughter, though m that silent 
and peculiar manner which danger had so 
long taught him to practice. 

Repeating the words, '' fellows who are 
dodging about the water !'' he added,- ^90 
much for schooling and passing a boyhood 
in the settlements ! Tlie knave . has long 
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legs though and shall not be trusted. Do 
you keep him' under your rifle while I 
creep' in behind, through the bush, and 
take him alive. Fire on no account f* 

Hejrward had already permitted Mis 
companion to bury part of his person in 
the thicket, when stretching forth an arm, 
he arrested him in order to ask-^ 

" If I see you in danger, may I not risk 
a shot?*' 

Hawk*eye regarded him a moment, like 
one who knew not how to take the ^ques- 
tion ; then nodding his head, he answered, 
still laughing, though inaudibly-^ 

*' Fire a wh^le platoon, Major." 

In the next moment he was concealed 
by the leaves. Duncan waited several mi-^ 
nutes in feveridh impatience, before he 
caught another glimpse of the scout. Then 
he re-appeared, creeping along the earth, 
from which his dress was hardlv distin- 
guishable, directly in the rear of his in- 
tended captive. Having reached within a 
few yards of the latter, he arose to his feet, 
silently and slowly. At that instant several 
loud blows were struck on the water, and 

M 3 
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Duncan turned hid eyes jutt in time td 
peroeive that a hundred darik fotws jf^&tt 
plunging in a body into the troubled li€fte 
sheet. Grasping his rifle, his lo<!^ we^ 
again bent on the Indian near him. In- 
stead of taking the aliarm, the unconsciiyus 
savage stretched forward his neck, as if h6 
also watched the movements about ike 
gloomy lake, with a sort of siliy curiosity. 
In the mean time, the uplifted hand crif 
Hawk-eye was abov^ him. Bnt, wildiout 
any apparent reason H Was wl&cksfwn; £ind 
its owner indulged in another long, thbtigti 
still silent, fit of merriment Whcfli ^th^ 
peculiar and heartyJaiighter of Hftwk-lfeye 
was ended, instead of grasping his victim 
by the throat, he tapped him lightly on tihre 
shoulder, and^xclaimed aloud^-^ 

** How now, friend ! have you a mind to 
teach the beavers to sing ?*• 

" Even so," t\ras the ready answer. '•' It 
would seem that the -Being that gave ^tb^te 
pdwer to improve his gifts so wdl, woUld 
not deny them voices to procloiiti 'his 
praise/* 
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CHAPTER X. 



^ Ao^. Are we all met ? 
** (^. P«t— pat ; and here's a marrelleiit 
Convenient plaee for our rebearsal." 



Shakipeare, 



Thb reader may better imagine, than 
we idescribe, the surprise of Heyward. His 
lurking Indians were suddenly converted 
into four-footed beasts; his lake into a 
beaver-pond ; his cataract into a dam, con-^ 
structed by those industrious and inge- 
^nious quadrupeds ; and a suspected enemy 
into 'his tried friend, David Gamut, the 
master of psalmody. The presence of thfe 
latter created so many unexpected hope's 
relative to the sisters, that, without a mo- 
ment's hesitation, the young man broke 
out of his ambush, and sprang forward 
to join the two principal actors in the 
scene. 
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The merriment of Hawk-eye was not 
easily appeased. Without ceremony, and 
with a rough hand, he twirled the supple 
Gamut around on his heel, and more than 
once affirmed that the Hurons had done 
themselves great credit in the fashion of 
his costume. Then seizing the hand of 
the other, he squeezed it with a gripe that 
brought the tears into the eyes of the placid 
David, and wished him joy of his new con- 
dition. 

" You were about opening your throat- 
practysings among the beavers, were ye?" 
he said. ** The cunning devils know half 
the trade already, for they beat the time 
with their tails, as you heard just now; 
and in good time it was too, or * kill-deer* 
might have sounded the first note among 
them. I have known greater fools, who 
could read and write, than an experienced 
old beaver ; but as for squalling, the ani- 
mals are born dumb ! — What think you of 
such a song as this ?" 

David \ shut his sensitive ears, and eve^ 
Hey ward, apprised as he was of the nature 
of the cry, looked upward in quest of tlM5 
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hird, as the cawing of a crow rang in the 
air about them. 

•* See,*' continued the laughing scoiit^ as 
he pointed towards the remainder of the 
party, who, in obedience to the signal^ 
were already approaching ; " this is music 
which has its natural virtues ; it brings two 
goodtifles to my elbow, to say nothing of 
the knives and tomahawks. But we see 
that you are safe j now tell us what has be* 
com^ of the maidens." 

^* They are captives to the heathen,*^ 
said David ; *^ arid though greatly troubled 
in spirit, enjoying comfort and safety in 
the body." 

** Both?" demanded the breathless Hey- 
wwd. 

« Even so. Though our wayfaring has 
been sore, and our sustenance scantyj we 
have had little other cause for complaint, 
except the violence done. our feelings by 
being thus led in captivity into a far land." 

** Bless ye for these very words !" ex- 
rclaimed the trembling Munro ; '^ I shall 
then receive my babes spotless and angel 
like as I lost them !" 
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I know not that their delivery is at 
hand," returned the doubting David j ^ the 
leader of these savages is possessed of an 
evil spirit, that no power, short of Omnipo- 
ience, can tame. I have tried him, sleep- 
ing and waking, but neither sounds nor 
language seem to touch his souL'' 

^* Where is the knave?*' bluntly intei^ 
itipted the scout. 

^* He hunts the moose to-day with fan 
young men ; and to-morrow, as I heai*, 
tb^ pass further into these forests, and 
-nigher to the borders of Canada. Thfe 
^d^r maiden is conveyed to^a neighbour- 
ing people, whose lodges are situate beyond 
•yonder black pinnacle of rock j while the 
younger is detained among the women of 
tibieHurons, whose dwellings are but two 
45hort. miles hence, on a table land, where 
<tbe fire has done the office of the ase, 
Wid prepared the place for their recep- 
tion.*' I . 
- •" Alice, my gentle Alice !" murmured 
H^yward; '^she has lost the consolatioh 
of her sister's presence f 

'^ Even so. But so far as praise and 
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ttatikgg iying in psalmody can temper the 
qmsit iouafflictioii, she has not suffered J' : 

'' Has she then a heart fer music?'' 

*^Qii th^ graver and more solemn cha- 
cKter } though it must be acknowledge^ 
tlutt in spite of all my endeavours, the 
maiden weeps olbener than she smiles* At 
such momerits I forbear to press the holy 
songs ; but there are many sweet and com- 
&rtable periods of satisfactory communica- 
tioOy when the ears of the savages are 
ostemnded with the upliftings of our 
vdices?" 

^^And why are you permitted to goat 
large, uuwsEtdied ?*' ; 

iDavid composed his features into what 
be. intended should expr^s an air of mo^ 
ddst liumility, before he meekly replied^^- 

^f little be the praise to such a wprm as 
1. But though the power of psalmody wafa 
raqiended in the terrible business of .that 
field of blood through which we passed, it 
has recovered its influence even over the 
Bouls. of the . heathen, and I am su£bred to 
go and come at will/' . 

IChejseout laughed, and tapping Jus own 
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forehead signifik^antlj, he perhaps explained 
the single indulgence inore satisfactorily, 
when he said— 

** The Indians never harm a non-com- 
posser. But why, when the path lay open 
before your eyes, did you not strike back 
on your own trail, (it is not so blind as that 
which a squirrel would make,) and bring in 
the tidings to Edward ?" 

The scout, remembering only his own 
sturdy and iron nature, had probably exacts 
ed a task, that David, under no circum* 
stances, could have performed. But, with- 
out entirely losing the meekness of his air, 
the latter was content to answer — 

** Though my soul would rejoice to visit 
the habitations of Christendom once more, 
my feet would rather follow the tender 
spirits intrusted to my keeping, even into 
the idolatrous province of the Jesuits, than 
take one step backward while they pined 
inxaptivity and sorrow." 

Though the figurative language of David 
was not very intelligible to all who heard 
him, the sincere and' steady expressicm of 
b\» eye, and the glow on his honest coun* 
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tenance^ Were not easily mistaken. Uncas 
pressed closer, to his side, and regarded the 
speaker with a look of grave commendation, 
-while his fatlier expressed his satisfaction 
by the ordinary pithy exclamation of ap- 
probation. The scout shook his head, as 
he rejoined — 

** The Lord never intended that the man 
should place all his endeavours in his 
throat, to the neglect of other and better 
gifts 1 But he has fallen into the hands of 
some silly woman, when he should have 
been gathering his education under a blue 
sky, and among the beauties of the forest. 
Here, friend, I did intend to Idndle a fire 
-with this tooting whistle of thine, . but as 
you value the thing, take it, and blow 
your best on it!'* 

Gamut received his pitch-pipe with as 
strong an expression of pleasure, as he be- 
lieved it compatible with the grave func- 
tions he exercised to exhibit. After essaying 
its virtues, repeatedly, in contrast with his 
. own voice, and satisfying himself that none 
of its melody was lost, he made a very 
^ series demonstration towards achieving a 
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few stanzaftiof one of &e loageak dSm^sm 
ia: tibe little . volumfi, so oft^i mentioaeiL ; 

Heywacdy however ^hastily intefTuptedJb{i0 
> pibus purposis^ by contmiiing questions con- 
ceming the past and present conditioQ of 
fais.fidlow captive and in a manner more 
methodical than had been permitted by his 
fec^gs in the opening of their interview. 
Davsd, tfaoi:^ he r^arded his treasure 
mth loaaging. eyes^ was constrained to an- 
swer ; especially, as the venerable fatiifr 
tocA a part in the intenrogatories, with axi 
interest too imposing to be denied* Nor 
did the scout fail to throw in a pertipeot 
tuqiiiry, whenever a fitting occasiop ptre- 
seoted. Jii this manner, though with fre- 
qujsnt interruptions, which were filled with 
certain threatening sounds from the re- 
Qovered instrument, the pursuers were put 
in poss^siodo. of such leading curcumstaaoes, 
4US were likely to prove useful in accom- 
plishing their great and engrossing olgeet 
— tibe recovery of the sisters. The nami- 
tive of David was simple, and the facts but 
few. , 

Mugua had waited on the moimtain untU 
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adafe moment to retire presented itaell^ 
when he bod descended and taken the 
rofute aloi^ the western side of the Horn- 
can, in the direction erf* the Ganadas. As 
the snbtl'e Huron was fiimiliar with the 
paths, and weil. knew there wifs no uaQEiae* 
diate danger of porsait, their progress had 
been nuK^*ate» and far from iatigning; ' It 
appeared ,firom the ttnembdlished statement 
of David tiiat his own presence had been 
rather endured than desired ; though even 
Magna had not been entirely exempt frooli 
that veneration with which the Indians 
regard those whom the Great Spirit has 
visited in their intellects. At nighty the 
utmost care had been taken of the capttves, 
bdh to prevent itijury from the damp^ of 
the woods, and to guard against an escape. . 
At liie spring, the horses were turned loose^ 
is has been seen ; and notwithstanding the 
remoteness and length of thdr trial, die 
artifices already named were resorted to^ in 
order to cut off every clue to their place of 
retreat. On their arrival at the encamp- 
ment of his people, Magua,. in obedieiM^ 
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jbb a -polkiy seldom departed from, separated 
his prisoners. Cora had been sent to a 
-tribe that temporarity occupied an adjacent 
valley, though David was far too ignorant 
of the customs andhistory of the natives, 
-to be able to declare anything satisfactory 
concerning their name or character. He 
only knew that they had not engaged in 
the late expedition against William Henry; 
diat, like the Hurons themselves, they were 
allies of Montcalm ; and that they main- 
'tained an amicable, though a watchful, in- 
tercourse with the- warlike and savage 
people, whom chance had for a time, 
brought in such close '' and disagreeable 
contact with themselves. 

The Mohicans and the scout listened to 
bis interrupted and imperfect narrative, 
with an interest that obviously increased 
as he proceeded, and it was while attempt- 
ing to explain the pursuits of the commu- 
'nity, in which Cora was detained^ that the 
latter abruptly demanded — 

" Did you see the fashion of their knives ? 
' were they of English or French formation ?" 

"My thoughts were bent on no such 



THE MOUICAN8. 961 

vanitiesy but rather mingled in consolatian 
with those of the maidens." . . 

^'The time, may come when you will not 
consider the knife of a savage such a de« 
spisable vanity/' returned the scout, with a 
strong expression of contempt for the 
other's dulness. ^^Had they held their 
corn-feast— or can you say anything of the 
totems of their tribe ?'' . 

*^ Of com, we had many and plentiful 
feasts ; for the grain, being in the milk, is 
both sweet to the mouth and comfortable 
to the stomach. Of totem, I know not the 
meaning ; but if it appertaineth in anywise 
to the art of Indian music, it need not be 
inquired after at their hands. Tbey never 
join their voices in praise, and it would 
seem that they are among the prpfan^t of 
the idolatrous/' 

^* Therein you belie the nature of an 
Indian, Even the Mingo adores but the 
true and living God ! 'Tis a wicked fabri^. 
cation of the whites, and I say it to the 
shame of my colour, that would make the 
warrior bow down before images of his own 
creation, '^ It is true, they . endeavour to 
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ttake traces with the widted one— ^w who 
would not with an enemy he cannot con* 
quer-^but thej lo^k up for favour and 
assistance to the Great and Good Spirit 
only/' 

**It may be so," said David; "but I 
have seen strange and fantastic images 
drawn in thdu* paint, of which their adn^« 
ration and care, savoured of spiritual pride ; 
especially one, and that too a foul and 
loathsome object." 

*' Was it a -sarpent f** quickly demanded 
the scout. 

** Much the same. It was in the likeness 
of an abject and creeping tortoise !" 

^*^ Hugh T' exclaimed both the attentive 
Mohicans in a breath ; while the scout 
shook his head with the air of one who had 
made an important, but by no means plea- 
sing discovery. Then the father quoke, in 
the language c^ the Delawares, and with a 
calmness and dignity that instandy arrested 
the attention even of those, to whoni his 
words were umntelligible. His gestures 
were impresinve, and, at times, energetic. 
Once he lifted Ms arm on high, and as it 
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docended) the actidn threw aside the folds 
df his light mantle, a finger resting on bis 
breast^ .as if he would enforce his meaning 
by the attitude. Duncan's ejes followed 
the movement, and he perceived that the 
animal just mentioned was beautifully, 
though &intly, worked in a blue tint, on 
the swarthy breast of the chief. All that 
be had ever heard of the tiolei^t sqMUration 
ef the vast tribes of the Delawares, ruslrad 
across his mind, and he awaited the proper 
moment to speak, with a suspense that was 
rendered nearly intolerable, by his interest 
in the stake. His wish, however, was anti- 
cipated by the scout, who turned from his 
f^d friend, saying— 

^ We have found that which may be good 
or evil to us, as heaven disposes. The Sa* 
gamore is of the high blood of the Dela* 
wares, and is the great chief of their Tor« 
toises ! That some of this stock are among 
the people of wh<Hn the singer tells us, is 
' plain, by his words, and had he but spent 
half the breath in prudent questions, that 
he has blown away in making a trumpet of 
his tlutoat, we might have knQiwn bow mtmy ' 



264 . THE IiAST. OF 

warriors they numbered. It is, altogether^) 
a dangerous path we move in ; for a friend 
whose face is turned from you» often bears 
a bloodier mind/than the enemy who seeks' 
your scalp P* 

"Explain/* said Duncan. 

*^'Tis a long and melancholy tradition, 
and one I little like to think of! for it is not 
to be denied, that the eyU has been mainly 
done by men with white skins. But it has 
ended in turning the tomahawk of brother 
against brother, and brought the Mingo and 
the Delaware to travel in the same path !". 

^' Yon then suspect it is a portion of that 
people among whom Cora resides?" * 

The scout nodded his head in assent, 
though, he seemed anxious to waive the 
further discussion of a subject that appeared 
painful. The impatient Duncan now made 
several hasty and desperate propositions to 
attempt the release of ■ the sisters. Monro 
seemed to shake off his dull apathy^ and 
listened to the wild schemes of the young 
man^ with a deference that his grey hairs 
and reverend years should have denied. 
* But the scout, after suffering the ardour of 



thfi Lmer. ta expend, itself a little, fpuiid 
means to convince him of the foUy <^ prei^ 
Gi]utation». in a matter that would require 
their coolest judgment and utmost forti^ 
tude^ 

" It would he well/' he added, " to let 
this man go in again, as usual, and for him 
tin tarcy in the lodges, giving notice to the 
gientle ones of our approach, until we caU 
him out,, by signal, to consult* You know 
tlie.ccy of a crow, friend, from the whisli^^ 
of the whip-poor-will ?*' 

'Tis a pleasing bird,'' returned David, 

and has a soft and melancholy noto! 
though the time is- rather quick and iU* 
xoeasured^" 

^< He speaks of the mi^*toii;^wisb,^* sadd 
thef scout; '* well, since you like his whistle^ 
it^hail be your signal. Remember, then; 
wiien yoo hear the whip-poor-wilPs cali 
tfaiBQ timest repeated^ yon are to ccnne 
into the bushes, where the bird might be 
supposed—*" 

'* Stop," interriqited. Hey ward, ** I wiH 

accottipany him." 
.^Yx)u f' eiciaimedlthejtstomsbed Hawk* 
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eye ; " aire you tired of seeiag the sun rise 
and set ?" 

^ David is a living proof that the Hurbhs 
can be merciful." 

** Ay, but David can use his throat, as 
no man, in his senses, would pervart the 
gift.- 

" I top can play the madman, the fool, 
the hero ; in short, any or everything, to 
rescue her I love from such a captivity. 
Name your objections no longer ; I am re- 
solved." 

Hawk-eye regarded the young man a 
moment in speechless amazement. But 
Duncan, who, in deference to the other's 
skill and services, had hitherto submitted 
somewhat implicitly to his dictation, now 
assumed the superior, with a loftiness of 
mariner, that was not easily resisted. He 
waved his hand, in sign of his dislike to ail 
remonstrance, and then^ in more tempered 
language, he continued-— 

** You have the means of disguise ; 
change me j paint rrie, too, if yoii will j in 
short, alter me to anythitig— a fool." 

^* It is not for one like ine to say that he 
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who is already formed by so powerful a 

hand as Providence^ stands in need of a 

change," muttered the discontented scout. 

^* When you send your parties abroad in 

war, you find it prudent, at least to arrange 

the marks and places of encampment, in 

order that they who fight on your side, 

may know when and where to expect a 

friend f 
"Listen,** interrupted Duncan; "you 

have heard from this faithful follower of the 
captives, that the Indians are of two tribes, 
if not of different nations. With one whom 
you think to be a branch of the Delawares, 
is she you call the * dark-hair ;' the pther, 
and younger of the ladies, is undeniably with 
our declared enemies, the Hurons. It 
becomes my youth and rank to attempt the 
latter adventure. While you, therefore, 
are negotiating with your friends for the 
release of one of the sisters, I will effect 
that of the other, or die.'* 

The awakened spirit of the young soldier 
gleamed in his eyes, and his form dilated 
and became imposing under its influence- 
Hawk-eye, though too much accustomed to 

N 2 
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Inditn tirtifiees not to forsee all the dangir 
of jthe expeximent, knew not well iioir to 
GOOibat this eudden retolution*. Beiia^ 
there was something in the prc^osid ihtt 
wited his own hardy nature, and that secsot 
love of despenM^ adventure, which had in-? 
greased with bis daily experience^ iuntfl 
bafiard and danger had bejcome, in soaae 
measure necessary to the enjoyment of hi9 
existence. Instead of continuing to oppose 
t}ie scheme of Duncan, his bumeer snd^ 
denly altered, and he lent himself to its eXe^ 
oution. 

^ **'Gome," he said, with a good humom^ 
smile J ^* the buck that will take to liie 
water, milet be headed, and not followed f 
Chingaefagook has as many.difierent paiiilts/ 
as the en^neer oflScer's wife, who iBkes 
down nature on scraps of paper, making 
the mountains look like codes of rusty hay,- 
and placing the tine sky in reach of 
your hand — ^the iSagamore can use them too! 
Seat yourself on the log, and my life on 
it^ he<!an-soon make a natural fool of you«' 
and that, well, to your likingi" - '.* 

Duncan compUed, and the Mohican^ irhd 
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bad been an attentive listener to the dis- 
CQiirse> readily undertook the office. Long 
practised in all the subtle arts of his race, 
be drew, with great dexterity and quick- 
ness, the fantastic shadow that the natives 
were accustomed to consider as the evidence 
of a friendly and jocular disposition. Every * 
line that could possibly be interpreted into 
a secret inclination for war, was carefully 
avoided ; while, on the other hand, he stu- 
died those conceits that might be construed 
into a wish for amity. In short, he en- 
tir^y sacrificed every appearance of the 
warrior, to the masquerade of a buffoon« 
Such exibitions were not uncommon among 
the Indians ; and as Duncan was already 
sufficiently disguised in his dress, there cer- 
tainly did exist some reason for believing, 
that with his knowledge of French, he 
might pass for a juggler from Ticonderoga, 
straggling among the allied and friendly 
tribes. 

When he was thought to be sufficiently 
painted, the scout gave him much friendly 
sdvice ; concerted signals, and appointed 
the place where they should meet, in the 

v3 
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•ment of mutual succe«u The patting h^ 
tween Munto and his youngftiaxl was ffiOM 
mdancbolyattd feeling; still, theformer sall» 
imtte4 to the reparation with an indiflbft&M 
that his warm and honest nature would 
never have permitted in a more h^all&fiil 
state of mind. Hie scout led Hejrwtrd 
aside, and acquainted him with his inten«> 
tion to leave the veteran in some safe ea* 
eampment^ in charge of Chingacfagocde, 
while he and Uncas pursued their enquiriM 
among the people they had reason to believe 
rere Delaware^. Then renewing his^ 
cautions and advice, he concluded by 
saying, with a solemnity and warmth of 
fleeting, with which Duncan was deeply 
touched-— 

•*Ari^ now God bless you I You hat© 
showai a sphit that t like } for it is the gift 
of youth, more especially one of warm blood 
aod a stout heart* But believe tiie wanting 
of a man, who has reason to know all he- 
sa^^s to be true. You will have occasion 
fbr your best manhood, and for a e^»p«r 
wit thai) what is to he gathered in books, 
afore you out-do tile cunnhig, or get , tiie 






totter of the 6oi»^ c^ ft TiMgdl God 
fataM you ! if th6 HurOM ma«t^r your sedlj^, ^ 
i*lf oa the jwoflrise of one, who hds two 
8t»Dt warriors to bdick him— Th^y shall pay 
fyt tli^ir victory, with ft life for every hiiir 
it hold«! I tedy, youtig gentleman, may 
Rpondjetic^ ble^ your undertaking, which 
id altog^her for good i atid remember^ that' 
tt> outwit th^ knaves it id lawful to practtM 
tfiinga thftt may not be naturally the gifl" 
rf ft Whit« skin." 

Dwnc^n dhook his wofthy s«d fduetftnt 
asB^ciflte waraily by thd hftfid, ^ce inoPA 
recofiitnendied hi» ag^d friend to hk ttitii 
mA f etJurnhag his good Wish^^ he ttiotiofted 
to Dftvid to proceed. Hawk-eye piiM 
ftft^r tile bigh-jspirited tod ftdfentiirotts 
youtig flfian for stev^ftl rnotti^tttSj inf aipett 
admiration *, then shaking his head, dotlBf- 
ingty, he turned^ and led hisf own divisidft 
of tJie party into tlie doncealm^nt of the 

* The I'otit^ tak^ft by Duncan and Daidd, 
lay directly across th€i cteatittg of the 
]m^T»y and along the, margin of f heir pond. 
yfhm tlte former foutid himself aldfte.witl* 
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yfiiti one so simple, and so little qualified iff 
render any assistance in desperate enier*; 
gencies, he first began to be sensible of tbe« 
difficulties of the task he had. undertaken. 
The fading light increased the gloominess 
of the bleak and savage wilderness^ that 
stretched so far on every side of him, 
and there was even a fearful character in 
the stillness of those little huts, that he 
knew were so abundantly peopled* It 
struck him, as he gazed at the admirable 
structures, and the wonderful precautions 
of their sagacious inmates^ that even the 
brutes of these vast wilds were possessed of 
at) instinct nearly commensurate with hi^ 
own practised reason ; and he could not 
reflect, without anxiety^ on the unequal 
contest that he had so rashly courted. Then 
came the glowing image of Alice ; her dis- 
tress ; her actual danger ; and all the peril of 
his situation faded before her lovelinc^* 
Cheering David with his voice, he moved 
more swiftly onward, \nth the light and 
vigorous step of youth and enterprise. 
. After making nearly a semi-circle around 
the pond, they diverged from the water- 



cdune/aiid began ta ascend to the lerel of u 
^gfat elevation in that bottom knd, over 
which they j ournejed. Within half an hour 
they ^lunfied ihe margin of anothier opening, 
that bore ail the signs of having been )ako 
made by-the beavers, and which those Bagact* 
ous animals had pJ^obably been induced, by 
iosne acoideht, to abandon, for the more 
etigiUe position they now occupied. A 
v^ry natural sensation caused Duncan to 
hesitate a moment, unwilling to leave the 
cover of their btisliy path, as a man pauses 
to 4sollect his energies before he essays any 
hazardous experiment, in which he is 
secretly conscious they will all be neededi 
He profited by the halt, to gather such inw 
formation as might be obtained from his 
short and hasty glances. 

On the opposite side of the clearing, and 
near the point where the brook tumbled 
over some rocks, from a still higher levels 
some fifty or sixty lodges, rudely fkbricated 
of logs, brush, and earth, intermingled^^ 
were to be discovered . They "Were arranged 
without any order» and seemed to be* 
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qonstructed with very little attention tq 
their neatness or beauty. Indeed, so very 
inferior were they, in the two latter parti- 
culars, to the village Duncan had just seen, 
that he began to expect a second surprise, 
no less astonishing than the former. This 
expectation was in no degree diminished, 
when, by the doubtful twilight, he beheld 
twenty or thirty forms, rising alternately, 
from the cover of the tall, coarse grass, in 
front of the lodge5i,and then sinking again 
from the sight, as it were to burrow in the 
earth. By the sadden and hasty glimpses 
that he caught of these figures, they seemed 
more like dark glancing spectres, or some 
other unearthly beings, than creatures 
fashioned with the ordinary and vulgar 
materials of flesh and blood. A gaunt, 
naked form, was seen, for a single instant, 
tossing its arms wildly in the air, and then 
the spot it had filled was vacant; the figure 
appearing, suddenly, in some other and 
distant place, or being succeeded by anb* 
ther, possessing the same mysterious charac- 
ter. David, observing that his companidii 
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lingered, pursued the direction of his gaze, 
and in some measure recalled the recoUec* 
tion of Heyward, by speaking — 

^^ There is much fruitful soil unculti- 
vated ^here/* he said; "and I may add, 
\vithout the sinful leaven of self-commen- 
dation, tliat, since my short sojourn in 
these heathenish abodes^ much good seed 
has been scattered by the way side." 

" The tribes are fonder of the chase, 
than of the arts of men of labour/'returned 
the unconscious Duncan, still gazing at the 
objects of his wonder. 

" It is rather joy than labour to the 
spirit, to lift up the voice in prai^ ; but 
sadly do these boys abuse their gifls! 
Rarely have I found any of their age, on 
whom nature has so freely bestowed the 
elements of psalmody ; arid surely, surely, 
there are none who neglect them mdre. 
Three nights have I now tarried here, and 
three several times have I assembled the 
urchins to join in sacred song, and as often 
have they responded to my efforts with 
whoopings and bowlings that have chilled 
my inmost soul !'' 
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♦* Of whom speak you?*' 

**Of those children of the devil, who 
waste their precious moments in yonder 
idifi.antics« Ah ! the wholesome restraint 
cC discipline is but little known among this 
sdif-abanddned people I In a country c^ 
birches^ a rod is never see&; and it ought 
iK>t to appear a marvel in my eyes, that the 
choicest blessings of Providence are wasted 
in auch cries as these*" 
, David closed his ears against the j uvenik 
paek^ whose yells just then rang shrUly 
through the forest ; and Duncan, suffering 
his lip to curl in a proud smile, as in 
ittockery at his own momentary superstition, 
$aid firmly — 

** We will proceed.** 

Without removing the safeguards firom 
hisi ears, the master of song complied,, and 
together ihey pursued their way, boldly, 
tQVard3 what David waa sometimes wont 
tftcall ." the tents of the Philistines*'* 
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CHAPTER I. 

— ^ But though the b«ast of game 
the privilege of ehase may claim ; 
Though space and law the stag we lead, 
Sre hon*!d we slip, or how we bend ; 
Whoever rec1ced« where^ how« or wheo) 
The prowling fox wi^ trapped or slaio.'.—- LaJjr of tha Lak* . 

It is unuimal to find an encampment of 
the natives, like those of the more instruct- 
ed whites, guarded by the presence of 
armed men. Well informed of the approach 
of eveiy danger, while it is yet at a distance, 
the Indian generally rtsts secure under his 
knowledge of the signs of the forest, and 
the' long and difficult paths ths^t s^>arate 
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him from those he has most reason to dread. 
But the enemy who, by any lucky concur- 
rence of accidents, has found means to 
elude the vigilance of the scouts, will 
seldom meet with sentinels nearer home to 
sound the alarm. In addition to this gene- 
ral usage, the tribes friendly to the French 
lw)g ktiev it9f iW# thf.|e«igl|i% 9f tiie^blow 
that had just be^n struck, to apprehend 
any immediate danger from the hostile 
nations that were tributary to the crown of 
Britain. 

When Duncan and David, therefore 
found themselves in the centre of the busy 
children, "^o played the. antics already 
mentioned, it was without the least pre* 
vious intimation- of their approach. But 
so soon as they were observed, the whde of 
th^ jwv^njjtejp^ck :raigg4j, by cQBHniin con- 

^t, a . smk skm jmA ^mmiV^fim;^ 

mid thwisu^feasjt jwiye by maga^rfronpi 
JbefpfQ thje: sight <>£;>. tji^. yiai^sffl... 1^ 
njifced,. ts^vJPyi bp^jes of the,, ct^vifij^f^g 
ur^chmfa; bleR4e4 sg, nip^ly, at( tl^j^oi^i 
with.4hft,wHl»re^ jiarfeajre,, th^t^al^ fiisJi.it 
§t»m^. smii th&..eart^:. ht^j iiLt^tJ]ktfWi4- 
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losmdvp^ th^lbvmi thoiighi, when. Burpme 
hftd pferm^d DuBcaa to. bend hia owa 
w^fidfi^ng ;; look« mere curiaualy about the 
9p^ ^he.fouod thism; every whom iiMlLby> 

6«th&nng. no eomurageineat from.tliis 
stanMin^^presng^e^.Qf the natui:e of the scm^ 
tx^^jh^ yfw likely to. undergo from the 
mare mal^iire judgmeata of the men, there 
was, an iqA^tit whjen the yottng: soldtec 
viUf^d'glf^y ha^e retreated. It was^ hoirt 
igyeiv f^QO late to appear even> to heaitatei 
Thft er^ of the childrenhad drawn a dozen 
warders to the door of the;Qear«6t lodg^ 
wbi^rot they; stood^.. clustered in: a:AiarJkmnd 
^avugie ^oupe^ gravely awaiting the ooarer 
appeoftl^/of. those who had thus .unexpeett 
QcUy , GQiii^ among them. 

I]f$(^d« in some measure; famiUa^ed to 
the Bfm^f. led the way, with a steadiness 
that nQ> alight obstaicle was Ufcely to. diapont 
cilrt,i8^!thv very building> It was theprin* 
cipal ^ifioe of th# village^ .thra^ roughly 
coRSlrucjted of the bark and bnmchea of 
tiae*; \>f»^& thp.lodge ia wyfe»h the tmfe* 
hiidit»^(9in6ils and public me^iogSki(|iu^ 

B 2 
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their temporary residence on the borders of 
the English province. Duncan found it dif- 
ficult to assume the necessary appearance 
of unconcern, as he brushed the dark and 
powerful frames of the savages who thronged 
its threshold ; but, conscious that his exist- 
ence depended on his presence of mind, 
he trusted to the discretion of his com- 
panion, whose footsteps he closely fol- 
lowed, endeavouring as he proceeded, to 
rally his thoughts for the occasion. His 
blood had stagnated for a moment, when 
he found himself in absolute contact with 
such fierce and implacable enemies ; but he 
so far mastered his feelings, as to pursue 
his way into the centre of the lodge^ with 
an exterior that did not betray the weakness. 
Imitating the example of the deliberate 
Gamut, he drew a bundle of fragrant brush 
from beneath a pile» that filled a corner of 
the hut, and seated himself in sUenoe. 

So soon as their visiter had passed, the 
observant warriors fell back from the en- 
trance^ and arranging themselves about 
faiin, they seemed patiently to await ^e 
moment when it might comport with the 
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dignity of the stranger to . speak; By far 
the greater number stood leaning, in lazy, 
lounging^ iittitudes, against the upright 
po3ts that supported the crazy building, 
while three or four of the oldest and most 
distinguished of the chiefs placed them- 
selves, in their ordinary . manner, on the 
earth, a little ^more in advance. 

A flaring torch was burning in the place, 
:and sent its red glare from face to face, and 
fi^re tofigure, as it wavered^ inconstantly, 
in the currents of air. Duncan profited by 
its light, to read, with jealous lopks, the 
probable character of his reception, in the 
countenances of his hosts. But his in- 
genuity availed him little, against the cold 
2u*tifices of the people he had encountered. 
The chiefs in front scarce, cast a glance at 
his person, keeping their eyes fastened on 
the ground, with an air that might have 
been intended for respect, but which it was 
quite easy^to construe into distrust. The 
men, in shadow, were less reserved. Duncan 
siooh detected their searching, but stolen 
looks, which, in truth, scanned his person 
and attire inch by inch j leaving no emotion 



of the coimtenance;iia gestare, ito jihchof 
the painty nor eyien the fashion of aganoCTt; 
unheeded^ and without its secret commBt. 
At lengthy one whose hair was foeginakig 
lobe sprinkled with grayv hut whose sinelvy 
limbs and firm tread ^ announced / that he 
was fstill equal to the arduous duties^ ^f 
manhoody advanced: from out the gloom i>f 
a comet, rwhilAer he had probab}3r posted 
himself to make his observations tmseen^ 
andi^Mdre^ : lie used the langnd|^ of the 
Wjandot^ - or ' Hurons : his wcnxis ^tV€f^ 
consequently, ^ imiintelligible to Heywand; 
though they seemed, by the^gestuares^diat 
AGCompalxied tbern^ to be uttered^ more 'in 
courte^ than angen The latter shodlc 
hb head, and imade a gesture ind»cafttfre"of 
his inability to reply. 

"Do none of iny brodiers speak- the 
French or the Er^sh ?"' he said, m ihe 
^jrnier language^rloolcing about him, 6mA 
xsDuntenaBQce to countenance, in hopes of 
£iiding a nod: of assent. 

Though moi^ than K>ne head'lmtned, tas 
jf tcrcatch the i meanings of rhis^words^'Aejr 
unansiwered. 



" I shduld be grier^' to tfeiilk," con- 
ti^MSdd i>\m!k% ispeAldng siowly, and using 
the ^sipiesPVtmcik ot 'Pfhieh he iras tiie 
Mister, ** to belilive^ttiat nrnie of this ^se 
and brave nation understand the language 
that the * Ghind Metififtjnb''lises, When he 
talks to hi^ Child* eh. His teart ttould be 
heaVyj'ditf 'he belieteiiis r^d waftfors paid 
hijn so little respect !" 

A long and gtWe pc^e silc^eededy 
aefr&%"^«4Sleh HO tW»V6iBI»Wf a4ii#b, WOr 

iffly ^x^j^si^dn bf>i»^^ye, b^tmyt^d the iM^ 
Itt^Moiiph)dtfeedby4iiftrem&&. Dimain, 
who j^new that silence "was a Virtti^'ftrndlig^t 
his hosts; gladly hid recourse to the custom, 
in Otder -to arrange his ideas. At length, 
the same warrior, who had b^re addressee! 
hito, replied, by dryly demlindiftg, in the 
d^t p&fois^ Of -the Canadas-^ 

"•* When dtfr 0reat E*Aer speaks to his 
|«»ple, !s Itwitti the tongue of^a Huroti?-' 

*' He knows no difference in ^ his <ehildteh^ 
i»betbei^ file ediouri^f the skin be red, or 
h3i^, ^or white," Tetui^ed £teneaai,i B^wr 
livebf ; ^'^thooght chi^'isj he ^l^sfi^d with 
the teave HniFOBs.'' 
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. " In what mauher wUl he speak/* de- 
manded the wary chief, " when the* run- 
ners count, to him, the . scalps which five 
nights a^o grew on the heads of the Yen- 
geese?" . 

"They were his enemies," said Duncan, 
shuddering involuntarily; " and, doubtless^ 
he will say it is good — my Hurons are very 
valiant.'' - . 

" Our Canada father do^^ not think it. 
Instead of looking forward to reward his 
Indians/his eyes ^re turned backward. He 
sees the dead Yengeese, but no .Huron. 
What C8|n this mean.?*' 
. "A great chief, like him, has mqre 
thoughts than tongues. He looks to see 
that no enemies are on his trail." 

" The canoe of a dead warrior will ,not 
float on the Horican," returned the savage, 
gloomily. " His ears are open to the Dela- 
wares, who are not our friends, and they 
fill them with lies/* 

"It cannot be. Seej he has bid me, 
who am a man that knows the art of healing, 
to go to his children, the red Hurons of 
the Great Lakes, and ask if any are sick!?' 
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A^nother long and deep silence succeeded 
this annunciation of the character Duncan 
had assumed. Every eye was simultaneously 
bent on his person, as if to (enquire into the 
truth or falsehood of the declaration, with 
an intelligence and keenness, that caused 
the subject of theii: scrutiny to tremble-for 
the result. He was, however, relieved 
a^n, by the former speaker. 

^* Do the cunning men of the Canadas 
jp^aint their skins,*' the Huron, coldly, con- 
,tinued ; . ^' we have heard them bo^st that 
their, faces were pale ?*' 

'' When an Indian chief comes among 
his white fathers," returned Duncan, wittt 
great steadiness, /* he lays aside his buf&}(> 
robe, to carry the shirt thiati3 offered hxvA. 
Afy brothers have given me paint, and J 
wear it." 

A low . mlirmur of applause announced 
that the coippliment to the tribe was favour- 
ably, received. The elderly chief made a 
gesture of commendati^il, which was 
answered by nlost of his companions, wl^ 
each threw forth a hand, and uttered the 
. usual brief exclamation of pleasure. Dun- 

b3 
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eaa bcgair to fareatfaeimwe frcriyi belmviag 
thffttbe weiglitof JfibvxaimBit^ 
and ' as ii^ ihad c «lve»dy inrejmi:^ 

andpTobable tdie to sapfmrtiiis^.^eteadedi 
occnpation, his hopes of ail&nute i wDMst 
grew brighter. 

After a silence tof tu few momentSyflacif 
adjijsting bis'thfoughts, in order, to make- :a 
suitable answer ' to the dechnatkiti ikme 
guest had just giveO) anotben waxtior arOMt 
and placed himself in an attitude to spa&. 
While his lips were yet in the aetdfpanlia^ 
a low, but fearful sound, arose £ram the 
Ibrest, and was immediately s^icceeded by a 
high^l^riU yeB, that wasilrawn out, until 
it equalled the longei^ and most ^plaintcQ^ 
bowl of the wolf. The sudden and terriUe 
interrupticm caused -Duncan to staai; from 
his seat, unconscious of everything, but t^ 
e£fect*pr6dueedby 8o:£right&il a cry« . At 
the same nrenen^ the^ wariiors glided -m* a 
body from the lodge, a»d the outer air^ w«B 
"filled with loud shouts, fbat nearly drowiKMl 
those awful eounds, -which Ihe orgBOM*^ 
Duncan occasionaUy announced^ were^Mfil 
twinging beneatb tb« uches of the wMils. 



V 



f 

Uaabk to cofmbloid himtelf any longer, 'tte 
yiluth %roke»fMm4b€hplicet> itaid^frteeiitl^ 
ftood iai^tiie bentre of a disorderly tbrdrig^ 
that inoltided nearly eveiythipg hai4Dg 
^y'DsitlMn the limits 4>f the ADcampiiieliti 
Mee^ women^ kmd ^^^ren ; th^ aged, the 
infiroH tfaeiactiTe^ andidirstRnigy were^dike 
dbvoad ( -sdme exdstisiuig - aloud, oth^rft 
oh^^iiig' their haadffWil^ a joy thut seeftied 
frantic, and ail expreBding th^ savage plea^ 
suse in ' some unexpected e^nt . Though 
aatoDndedy/at fintt, by the tiprdar, Heiy-^ 
mtad ima loon enabled to find if^ tbhifkbii 
by 4iie scene that followed. 

There y^ lingered suffldeMiight in"th(d 
hetfraos, to exhibit those bright dpe^ings 
among the tree-tops, where dtffi»fr6nt pkthd 
ktfbthe dearii^ to ^ta* the deptils of %h6 
«rfldern€i88. Beneath one of them, a litfe 
of iwarrions issued from th^' woods, iEliid ad«- 
vanoed dowly toward the dwellirfgs. One 
ill: front bore a short pole, on 'Which, ^s it 
aftnwardvafqseared^ were sutlpended several 
hnman- scalps. The startling soimds thitt 
DanoaH had * heard, vrete wh&t the^ whites 
faaue^nothiappropriately, called the ^* death 
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halloo;" and each ^^petifioti of the cry 
was intended tp announce to the tribi^ the 
fate of an enemy. • Thus far the knowledge 
of Hey ward assisted him in the explanation; 
and as he now knew that the interruption 
was caused by the unlooked-for return of 
a successful war-party, every disagreeable 
sensation was quieted in inward : congratu- 
lations, for the! opportune relief and insig- 
nificance it conferred on himself. , 

When at the distance of a few hundred 
feet from- the lodges, the. newly ^arrived 
warriors haltied. Their plaintive and teriific 
cry, which was intended to represent, 
equally, the waUings of the dead and .the 
triumph of the victors, had entirely ceased. 
One of their number . now called aloud^ in 
words that were far from appallingi» though 
not more intelligijjle to those for .whose ears 
they were intended, than their expressive 
yells. It Ay Quid he difficult to convey a 
suitable idea of the savage: ecstacy with 
which the news, thus imparted, .was xeceiv- 
ed. The whole encampment, in a moment, 
became a scene of the most violent^ bustle 
and commotion. The warriors drew their 
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knives, and flourishing them on high/ they 
arranged themselves in two lines, forming 
a lane, that extended from the war-party 
to the lodges. The squaws seized clubs^ 
axes, or whatever weapon of offence first 
offered itself .to their hands, and rushed 
eagerly to act their part in the cruel game 
that was at hand. Even the children would 
uot be excluded ; but boys, little able to 
wield the instruments, tore the tomahawks 
from the belts of their fathers, and stole 
into the ranks^ apt imitators of the isavage 
traits exhibited by their parents. . - 

\ Large piles of brush lay scattered about 
the clearing, and a wary and aged squaw was 
occupied in^ firing as many as might serve to 
light the coming exhibition. As the flame 
arose, its power exceeded that of the parting 
day, and assisted to render objects, at the 
same time, more distinct and more hideous. 
The whole scene formed a striking picture, 
whose frame was composed by the dark 
and tall border of pines. The warriors just 
arrived were the most distant figures. A 
.litde in advance, stood two men, who were 
apparently selected from the rest,. as. the 
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primcipal liactors in ^^at K^ to f6&6mi 
^eilight^mb (Mt srtr^og enoirgh to ramter 
tiie^ featonss diMmtt, thougii it^as^qt^ 
evidetit that • they^were governed by Vfefy 
iftiffenefcit dmotiofls. While oneiMood €At^ 
aod iirm^ preparod; to ^nieeft hisfate lifae -a 
hsmi th^xAhm bo^ed his h^ad asTtfiMM^d 
by ^^tcrrrar, i0t'> stridcfin with shsmne. "Sm 
high ^irtXttd Duncan felt a ^pioP^erM )»»- 
fttilse of cadadiration.aitd pity^towards tbe 
fepiner, Jthduelt no opportunity conld ^rfter 
to :«^ibit rfalT .gm«^tis emotions, 'fite 
watched his slightest movetne^tf howe^ret^ 
wkh eaig«T.€f)nsB ; ^^atid as he traced the fine 
onliiive of his admirably fi^ropoitioned'^d 
active fr^me> be letiiJteafVDiired to p^fHUltde 
himself, that if the powers of man/ seeon^d 
by sueh noble resohition/ coidd bear one 
harn^less through so ' severe a trial, the 
yo^hful i!a{itive beffore him might if(&pe 
for success in the hazardous race he was 
about to run. Insensibly, the young mtfn 
drew nigher^'to the swarthy lines off 'thft 
Hurons, and scarcely breathed, so 4fit«i»e 
^became his interest in the spectacle* JuM 
then the signal ydl was "given, 'and Mditt 



QMNseiite^f qiiiet -^ybich had preceded it 
WM .lu^dcen: 1^7. a burst of crieB, that iar 
eiuseeded any before heard. The most 
al^ecttof die two victims continued motioQ- 
less ; but the other bounded from the>{dac^ 
at the cry, with the activity and swiftsess 
of a deer. Imtead of rushing through, the 
hasttle lipM» as had been expected, he juat 
endtwed the dangerous defile, and before 
time was given for a single blow, turned 
i^ort, ^n4 leaping the heads of a row of 
(^tldren, he gained at once the exterioraad 
safer side M' the fiuMnaidable array. The 
artifice was answered by a hundred voices 
raited in imprecations, and the whole of 
tlier4e%::ited-mttlt»tude broke from their 
ofdeTr ,aod ^read themselves about the 
plieeiii wild ?coafusion. 

. A dozen blading piles now shed their 
luaid brightness on the place, which resem- 
bled 80me ushaUc^ved and supernatural 
afeM» in which malicious draaons had >afr> 
sembled to act thmr hloody and lawless 
ijghte. Those £E>rms in the back gromul 
looked like unearthly b^Dgs, gliding be&re 
the^eye^ aAddeavaaag the air with firantic 
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and unmeaning gestures ; while the' savage 
passions of such as passed the flames, ;Were 
rendered fearfully distinct, by the gleams 
that shot athwart their dusky but inflamed 
visag es. 

It will easily be understood, that amid 
such a concourse of vindictive enemies, no 
breathing time was permitted to the fugi- 
tive. There was a single moment, when 
it seemed as if he would have reached the 
forest, but the whole body of his captors 
threw themselves before him, and drove 
him back into the centre of his relentless 
persecutors. Turning like a headed deer, 
he shot, with the swiftness of an arrow, 
through a pillar of forked flame, and pass- 
ing the whole multitudie harmless, he ap- 
peared on the opposite side of the clearing. 
Here, too, he was met arid turned by a few 
of the older and more subtle of the Hurons. 
Once more he tried the throng, as if seek- 
ing safety in its blindness, and then several 
moments succeeded, during which Duncan 
believed the active and courageoiis young 
stranger was irretrievably lost. 

Nothing could be distinguished but a 
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dark mass of human fonns, tossed and in« 
yplved in inexplicable confusion. Arms, 
gleaming knives, and formidable clubs, ap« 
peared above them, but the blows were 
evidently, given at random. The awful 
effect was heightened by the piercing 
shriek^ of the women, and the fierce yells 
of the warriors. Now and then, Duncan 
.caught a 'glimpse of a light form cleaving 
the air in some desperate bound, and he 
rather hoped than believed, that the cap* 
tive yet retained the command of his asto- 
nishing powers of activity. Suddenly, the 
multitude rolled backward, and approached 
the spot where he himself stood. The 
heavy body in the rear pressed upon the 
women and children in front, and bore 
them to the earth. The. stranger rt-ap- 
peared in the confusion. Human power 
(iould not, however, much Icmger endure 
so severe a . trial. Of this the captive 
seemed conscious* Profiting by the mo- 
mentary, opening, he, darted from among 
the warriors, and made a desperate, and 
what seemed to. Duncan, a final effort to 
gain the wood. As if aware that no 
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danger was to/ be ^ypi^eh^^^ fr^ 
ymoig sotdtiir; the ft^we stfarly bhi^ 
kispet^toitibis^flight. A Kli and jf0««r« 
fiiilfiafon, who had hcrdbilided iiis fepees, 
pt«sf8ed close iiqpk>n Ms h«0te,^&nd ^ith ^sti 
upMed ami, menaced » &tal blow. I^tin^ 
can thriTdtf ft^ilb a foo^ Knd the shoekplre. 
cSp4tated«tbe Mgeir «ElViage headlmig, tnai^y 
feet in^^vsnee of his ititended t4cttin. 
Thuugfat'iAdf il^fi^t <qtrick6f thicn was the 
motion \4th wl^ieh *Jie fetter profited by 
tiie advantagi^l h^ turned, gl^med like a 
meteor lagatii beftfre the eyesof Itantfan^ 
an^ at thr Mxtixi^meiit, when the letter re- 
l^overed JUs recollection, ' and gazed around 
in (^mt ot^^'^pti^9 be saw him ^^y 
hma^g^ssgaAmph smalt {tainted post, which 
itood h&Rst^ the door of the prindpal 

;Appr€iimBiir€r<teaft tbe>pa]t he had tAkon 
in the^esoKpe inigbt pro^e fatal to bimseif, 
Bonffisn left ^e piace wit^Kyat delay. He 
^rihywedrrdie <»owd,' wliidi <dri$w nx^ ^tte 
bdges, :gi(MMiy «isi'aoUdn, like BnyfoAit 
multitade :^at. had dicten ' dii^appointed ^m 
an 0x^eutii»« CuriD^ty, i)0r, ^eifetpSt ^ 
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better feeiingi ioduoed him'to ajipraaoh^e 
trtranger. , He found bim, ^Mandmg wtth 
one arm cast about tfae protecting post, nnd 
bEeathingthrdranfd'itaTd, after his ix»H^ 
dibie e!xerti<msvbttt '«trU ditkkifllng to ptr^ 
tnit a single ^n of sniS^ring to escape. 
His person ^was wow protected, by imme* 
morialahd^sacredc^ usage, until the tribe in 
council had :ddiberated and detemrined 
onibisi&te. .ft^wis iiot^difficult, how«wr> 
to.fotvtd the re^olt^rif "any^^esage (Xttdd 
be drawn rfrom the ^feelings'of those Who 
crowded the |dace. 

There was no term of abme l:iK>wn tf> 
4he Huron vocabulary, ttatt the d^MSp-r 
pointed women'didnot^Iavishly expend on 
the snccessftil :stcaiiger. ; Tbey riSottted*«t 
bis efforts, cand told iiim, with many snd 
bitter scofisi that his feetweK better >thaii 
hto hands, :and that he tneriteU wings, /white 
be knew not the rme*tjf^ an arrow .^nr a 
kirife. To all this the ciq^ive mwiB nn^ 
r«ply, bat ^wos ^c»llea t to' presi^ye an ^^ 
tude, in which dignity was isingnlisirty 
bknded with dndain. Exasperated as 
tamch by^xis eonqposure :as by his go6d ibiv 



20 THE IJLSTin : 

tune, their words became uniiitelligibley 
and were succeeded by shrill, piercing 
yells. Just then, the crafty squaw, who 
had taken the necessary precaution to fire 
Jthe piles, made her way through the throng, 
.and cleared a place for herself in front of 
the captive. The squalid and withered 
person of this hag, might well have ob- 
tained for her the character of possessing 
more than human cunning. Throwing 
tmck her light vestment, she stretched 
ibrth her long, skinny arm in derision, 
and using the language . of the Lenape,> as 
more intelligible to the subject of her 
jibes, she. commenced aloud. 

" Look you, Delaware !*' she said, snap- 
pinjg her fingers in his face j " your nation 
is a race of women, and the hoe is better 
fitted to yoiu* hands than the gun! Your 
squaws are the mothers of deer ; but if a 
bear, or a wild cat, or a serpent, were bom 
^unong you, ye would flee! The Huron 
^irls shall make you petticoats, and we will 
find you a husband.'* 

A loud burst of savage and taunting 
laughter succeeded this attack, during 
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which the soft and musical merriment of 
the younger females, strangely chimed 
with the cracked voice of their - older and 
more malignant companion. But the 
stranger was superior to aU their efforts. 
His head was immovable ; nor did he be- 
tray the slightest consciousness that any 
were present, except when his haughty eye 
roiled proudly towards the dusky forms 
of the warriors, who stalked in the back 
ground, silent and sullen observers of the 
scene. 

Infuriated at the self-command of the 
captiye^ the woman placed her arms akimbo, 
and throwing herself into a posture of 
defiance she broke out anew, in a torrent 
o£ words, that no art of ours could commit 
successfully to paper. Her breath was^ 
however, expended in vain ; for, although 
distinguished in her nation as a proficient 
in the art <^ abuse, she was permitted to 
work herself into such a fury, as actually 
to foam at the mouth, without causing a 
muscle to vibrate in the motionless figure 
of the stranger. The effect of his indif^ 
ference began to extend itself to the other 
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sp^ctataiAf and a young§)ter who wa^ ju^^ 
quittuig the condition of a boy, to entail 
tbe. stat^ of mwhood*. attempts to t aesiib 
tb$^ term^anty by flond^shing his.toHiahaiw;k 
beioi?e their victioif and adding bis empty 
boasts to the taunts of the womi^n« Thani 
indeed, the captive turned his face towards 
tbe.Ught» and looked down on the stripling 
with : a loftiness of expression,, that wai» 
even superior to contempt. At: the next 
motni^nt, he resumed his quiet and reclining 
attitude against the post. But the action 
apd the change of posture had permitted 
Dunpan to exphawge g|ancea with ithe^firm 
aod piercing eyen of Unoaa* 

Bif^thleys with« amazement, and heaidly 
^^pj^s^ed wi^ the critical sitMAtipn/of hui 
frifipd, Heyward^regoiled before thelooJSi 
tr«»bU»g le^ its meaning expi;e»|iQn might, 
in: some unJwejfa manner, hasten th« 
pri*«»tf s : fajte4, Thiar^^waa c not^ howeveri 
any insj^nt( c^we for sitch Wiappr^hdnsiWA 
imX^fitfak a w«ri«r forced hia w^ into the 
^Wit^»t»^t»awdf:, Moti^ming/the women 
asodchiUbren 9»d«:;With a stern g?8tur^ he 
ionkUns^.by;thciaiiB».imdjedhim tio^acds 



th« door of the cspujncyiijlodgft. TfeitlwF «4l 
the chiefs, and most of the difttijOguu^Qcl 
w4frw«»,, foU^I*^. am«!pg. whom the 
a9j|ipii9 lie^urdt foHpd. m/sAoa to eiHier* 
without .attracting aQy dangf^rous attentioR 
td himself. 

f»img of tbtm prefppit.inta .niAiwer^suit^r 
il)?:fto. their, raflk,.Hq4.Ml»filWeiW the tii^ 
^.os^t. veiy liidgiU^ to tfaHil^: ad)(^ted. un 

jkbstpir«fie.di»|jin|«CvieF wn8.oh!3?yyed ; thf 
ttgfid, aqd superior chi«f oqqup^^ the 
are» of. the 9pacM^. ap^rtiDQDt;. ^thin the 

p^weifid light of a gjlMin£^tQr<^wA>il« tbfik 

jwfti*»tt«l;in,fewif wjMft^lffSlwgediii; fchp 
jbi%^ gfipufld, pcieseQilQK ; ai^i: oufil^e te 
til; pictpre;, of sw^irthy.AIB^^aet^fiB^ mf»k<i^ 
viif^^; In .the: very/^^Mfsi^ j the. lodgfk 
icmo^f^iy uml«y: «9oopj@aS^Lth9t. adxs^ 

te4-the.twi»k|wg lig]Mt*ftoo*,<>r tiRo.stftifc 
atoifiiUncf»v<»laai el»va43ed«.a&4.f:QUe«fettl> 
J3iltihj^h:iwd hftU|^te»o«Hiriiige.iTa».i«)t40Kt 
<PQ:his o^tQiF8» niho o^9M.-:bmt. th)3ir. kiAte 
i)ii:h)94)!ei»m>;.wilibie)re9><¥dbiicfat ^^bile: t^ 

JlQ?|iJlQr«iJ^j.th!^ i|]til9Xfti}ilg^Q&puJ3>,<l9fik 
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plainly betrayed their admiration of the 
stranger's daring. 

The case was di£P^ent with the individual^ 
whom Duncan had observed to stand forth 
with his friend) previous to the desperate 
trial of speed ; and who, instead of joining 
in the chase, had remained, throughout all 
its turbulent uproar, like a cringing statue, 
expressive of shame and disgrace. Though 
not a hand had been extended td greet him, 
nor yet an eye had condescended to watch 
his movements, he had also Centered the 
lodge, as though impelled by a fate, to 
whose decrees he submitted, seemingly, 
without a struggle. Heyward profited by 
the first opportunity to gaze in his face, 
secretly apprehensive he might find the 
features of another acquaintance, but they 
proved to be those of a stranger, and what 
was still more inexplicable, of one who, 
bore all the distinctive marks of a HuroA • 
warrior. Instead of mingling with his tribe, 
however, he sat apart, a solitary being in a 
multitude, his form shrinking into a crouch- 
ing and abject attitude^ as if anxious to fill 



m Uttfe fffwe w possible* IS^oa eMh 
individual had taken his pfoper statioB, 
Mdahrwtksag attsiice reigned in tlM^plaee^ 
tlWigray^luHLr^ diie^ alreadf introduced 
t0.ili& »aflter, spoke «aioad, » the language 
oCtiMi Lmni Lenape« 

^Bdiltvare/^ faesMd, ^theugli^eeffi 
aatiraflf women, yoa hare pi^ored yoursetf 
a man. I would fpve you food, but he who 
eeto wfdi a Hiuon, should beeeme his 
friend. Rest kk peace till the morning 
iVjOBiy vhen our wopds shall be spoken to 

'^ Seven nights, ahdasmanysummeF days, 
haiVft I &ste4 ^on the trail of the Hurons/' 
lincaB coldly relied; <^ ihe <rhildren of the 
Ltfxtftpe kfiow ho«v> to travel the path of the 
fMt, without lingeliiig to ^t.^' 

^* IVo of «y young men are in pursuit 
of fmat companion/' resun^d the other. 
miAimt apppaiing to regard the beast oi 
bis jcaqstivej ^^wfaen l^ey get back, then 
ndU our wise men say to you-rlive or die." 

^HaB a Huron no ei^rs?'' scornfully ex- 
lafaooied Uncas ; ^ twice since he has been 
ftour prisoner, has the Delaware heard a 

VOL. III. c 
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gim that he- knows! Ypur.youi^'.fncii will 
never. cpme back/* 

A short .and sullen pause succeeded this 
confident assertion. . Duncan, who under- 
stood the Mohican , to allude to the fatal 
rifle ojf the scout, bent forward in earnest 
observation of the effect it might produce 
on the conquerors.; but the chief was t:on- 
tent with siofply retorting-!— 

^ If the Lenape ai:e so skilfiil, why is one 
of tjjeir bravest warriors here?** . 

"He followed in the steps of a. flying 
coward, and fell into a snare. The cunning 
beaver may be caught!'' 

As Uncas thus replied, he pointed with 
his finger towards the solitary Huron, but 
without deigning to bestow any other 
notice on so unworthy an object. The 
words of the answer, and the air of the 
^eals;er, produced a powerful sensation 
among his auditors. Every eye rolled sul- 
lenly toward the . individual indicated by 
the simple gesture, and a low, threatening 
murmur passed through the crowd. The 
ominous sounds reached the outer door, 
land the women and childrep pressing into 
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tbei throng, no gap had' been left, between : 
shoulder and shoulder, that was not^ now, 
filled with the dark lineaments of ^ome 
eager and curious human countenanee. . 

In the meantime, the more agejd chiefs, 
in the jce^tre, conimuned with each other 
in short and broken sentences. Not' a 
word was' uttered, that did not convey 
tb^ meaning of the speaker, in the simplest 
and most energetic^ form. Again, a long 
and ' deeply solemn pause took place. It 
was known, by all present; to be the grave 
precursor of a ' weighty and important 
judgn^ent. They who composed the outer 
circle of facps were on tiptoe to ga^e, and 
even the culprit, for j^n instant, forgot hiis 
shame in a deeper emotipn, and e:!(posed 
his abject features, in; order jtp cast an 
anxious and troubled glance at the dark 
^emblage of chiefs. The deep and im- 
pressive silence was finally broken by the 
aged warrior; so often named. He arose 
frpm tbefearth, and moving p^st the im- 
movably forn) of Uncas, placed himself in a 
dignified and erect attitude befpjre the 
p^euder. At that pdtpent, the witjia-ed 

c2 
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sqtocw iir^dfy ineiltfoiied^ moved intd 1M' 
oiycte, in & slow, siddiiig sort of a daUMi 
Kobj^g the tiorch^ md thutteni^ t^e iiid^' 
tinct words of what might have bees « 
api^kd of ibcamtatioii!. 'n^bt^ htit y^ 
sf^tice Wa^ altbgetihear an itt'ttnusiotir, it yftal' 
tttaheeded. 

' Approaching tJniblik^ she hieldtbefifldeh^ 
brand iii subh a tii&m€i H tO aticlts i«i 
^are on ht^ person, and «)£po«6^»e HA^fieiS 
^otiM of biS ebuhtettafiag. Th^M^hidffi 
dhief maint^iti^d btS firA find kkCBgM^ 
^f tiltadg i and his e^e, s6 faf frotai m^HSSg 
to m6dt her 1114^^6^ ibdk, dwelt mes^ 
oh the diStah<%, as th6ug|h il pe^t^YSa 
the olistadles Which iittpeded 1^ ViiG#, ilSdt 
looked deep into fdturity, ^fis^d iff^ 
h^ examination, she left hiiifi, wjth a sli^ 
esipressibn 6f pl^isttre, ahd prdiSediied tb 
practise th& saitib trying exjteiim^ i6iK HSf 
delinquent countiyttaVi. 

The young HtitohwSs iA hS^ Y^&r ptti^,- 
and Very little of a finely indeddfed f9iM 
was concealM by Ms attire. Itbe l^St 
i^ndeYed evdry limb tttid joint disCei^iliai>, 
and iDuncab turfi^id away in horro1-» Wt'Sti 



J», ssm ^esy w^e.wfithiog ia.iccepresaiUe 
4|gony. The waaum was commencing a 
Mw and plamtiviB hojvl at the sad and 
jdiameful spectfidey when the chief pjit 
£Drth his haud and gendy pushed her 
iOside. 

1^ Aead-tl^t-bends,^'* he isaid, addressing 

tthft yqimg xudprit by name, and in his pro- 

fer language, (f ihou^ the Great Spirit 

has ipade you pleasanf; to the eyes, it would 

have ibean l>etttf that yx>u had not been 

hotn. ITour 4x>ng^ is loud in ^e tillage, 

'but in b^itdp it is stilL None of my yoimg 

-men strike the tomahgwk deeper into the 

war-post — ^none of them so lightly on the 

Yeitgeeee. The enemy know the shape of 

your back, but they have never seen the 

colour. of your eyes. Three, times have 

they .called on you toqome, and as often 

did you £^get to answer. Your name will 

never be. mentioned again in your tribe — it 

i» already forgotten »^' 

As 4ihe chief slowly uttered the^e words, 
pausing iippressively between each sen- 
tence, the culprit raised his face, in defe- 
rence to the other's tank and years. 
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Sbiame, horror, ,ahdl pride, struggled feai*- 

.fully in its speaking liDeaments* His eye, 

which: was. contracted with inward angoii^, 

^gleamed around. on the persons. c^ those 

.whose breath was his fame, and the Jatt^ 

emotion, for an instant, predominated. He 

, arose to his feet, and baring his. bosom, 

looked steadily on the keen, gHtteiing kni&, 

that was . already upheld by, bis inexorable 

judge. As the weapon passed dowly into 

his heart, he even smiled, as If in ^ojyBt 

.having found death less dreadful than: .be 

had anticipated, and fell heavily on his face, 

at the feet of the rigid and unyielding form 

of Unca^. 

The sqtiaw gatve a loud and plaintive 
ydl, dashed the torch to the . earth, and 
buried everything in darkness. The whole 
^tidderitig group of spectators gUded 
from the k>dge like troubled sprites ; ,and 
. Duncan thought that he and the yet throb* 
bing body of the victim of an Indian judg- 
ment had now become its only tenants. 
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CHAPTER II. 



*" Thttt ipoke the ia;e ; the klngpi without delay 
'thhtotwe the eoandl, and their chief obey."— Petpe'filta^. 



A SIX feLE moment, however, served to 

coavince the youth ikit he was mistaken. 

, A hand was laid, with a powerful pressure, 

on bis arih, and then the low voice of Uncas 

muttered iahis ;^ars-*^ 

" The Hurons are dogs ! The sight of 
a coward's >blQod can never make a warrior 
tremble. The .^grey head' and the Saga- 
: mote are safe, and the rifle of Hawk-eye is 
.not asleef).. Go-rUncas and the *open 
.hand' are now strangers. It is enou^." 

Hey ward would gladly have heard more, 

/buta timely effi>rtfrpm his friend, urged him 

toward the door, and admonished him of 

ilie danger that .might .attend the discovery 



of their intercourse. Slowly and reluc- 
tantly yielding to the necessity, be quitted 
the place, and mingled with the throng that 
hovered nigh. The dying fires in the 
clearing, cast a dim and uncertain light on 
the dusky figures that were silently stalking 
to and fro; and, occasionally, a brighter 
gleam than common glanced into the dark- 
ness of the lodge, and exhibited the figure 
of Uncas, still maintaining its upright atti- 
tude above the dead body of the Huron. 

A knot of warriorsiM^oti enteredlte {dace 
agatki, and M-isbuiiig; they base iim WMO 
less remains iota the isi^aeevt im<>db. 
vAfiber tiiis Bolenm tetiMnaiian oiib&meitt^ 
Duncan wandered mmmg tile l<MlgM)^iai- 
^ueifctioned and unnoticed^ ondeaViMXring 
to find ttode tr»ce of her> in wkw^ twMf 
he iHcHi^d th^ lisk heran. Itk the^prnmnat 
temper of ike ttibe^ ^it would inn^ kwu 
«8sy to havfe fled and rgoiiied iM cotflpft- 
niona^ had much a wcsh icrMB^ hh itted. 
But lit «diUt9ani<rllN^iiei76Neeai(tejg ttunety 
on laccmint of Aiieis, a Jmfher #tMij^ 
feebler, ititerett in the ^ite f&f ^Unt»Bi 
assistod to ndbiia Hmx to «iie ^qKftt. 'Be 



Odntinued, 4here6>re, to stcay &om 4iut to 
hut, looking into each only to encounter 
-additioaai idisappointments, until he had 
«made the entire circuit 6£ i;he village. 
-Abaindoniog a species of enquiry that 
^oved 'SO fruitless, he itetraoed his steps to 
4he ^council lodge, resolved to seek and 
-questioi^ 'David, in order to put an end to 
•doubts that iWere becoming painful. 

On Ji^eaching the buildings which had 
^Moved ^&e the seat of judgment and the 
^pla€e<>£ «xecutton^^the young man found 
4ba|; the exdtem^it 4iad already subsided. 
-Tbfi' Warriors bad re-assembled, and were 
-now-caldily smoking, while Ihey conversed 
^avely on the chief vincidents of their 
^rdCeat ^cpedition to the head of >the Hon* 
^Q9Bw ^Hioug^ the return of Duncan was 
|j9B0l^4o-f6mind tliem of his character, and 
the suspicious circumstances of his visit, 
it'i^Mlttced Qo visible sensation. So ^ar, 
4lie4ttrrible «cene that had just occunred^ 
^0wd favourable to Iris views, and he 
fequiped-Qo other prompter thaahis own 
^edii^^k'to^i^onvince him of the expecUency 

c3 
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of profiting by so unexpected an advaiH 
tage. 

Without seeming to hesitate, he yrsSkdi 
into the lodge, and took his seat with a 
gravity that accorded adnurably with the 
deportment of hi^ hosts. A ha^ty but 
searching glance, sufficed to tell him, that 
though Uncas still remained where he had 
left him^ DavicC bad not re-appeared^ No 
other restraint was imposed on the. for^ier 
than the watchful looks of a young Eli^ron, 
who had placed himself at hand ; thcHagh 
an armed warrior leaned against the post 
that formed one side of tiie narrow door- 
way. In every other respect, the captive 
^eemed at Uberty ; stilly he was excluded 
from all participation in ^e discourse, and 
possessed much more of the air. of ^qme 
finely moulded statue, than of ^ man haying 
life and volition. 

Hey ward had, too recently, witnessed a 
frightful instance of the prompt punish- 
ments of the people, into whose haAds. he 
had fallen, to hazard an exposure by any 
officious boldness. He would greatly have 
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preferred silence and meditation to speech, 
when a discovery or hid real conditio^ 
mi^ht prove so instantiy fatal. Unfortu-^ 
nately for this prudent resolution, his entej^- 
tainers appeared otherwise disposed. He 
had not long occupied the seat he had 
wisely taken, a little in the shade, when 
ancM:her of the elder Warfiors, who spoke 
the French language, addressed him- 

■^ " My Canada father does not forget his 
dnldren !'' aaid the chief; ** I thank him. 
An evil spirit lives in the in£e of one of 
my young men. Can th6 cunning stranger 

' frighten him away ?*^ 

Heyward possessed some knowledge of 
the mummery practised among the Indians, 
in the cases of such supposed visitations. 
He saw, at a glance^ that the circumstance 
might possibly be improved to further his 
own ends. It wouldy therefore, have been 
difficult, just then, to have uttered a pro- 
pbsal that Would have given him more 
satisfaction. Aware of the necessity of 
preserving the dignity of his imaginary cha- 
racter, however, he I'epressed his feeling;^, 
and. answered with suitable mystery— 
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^^sS^irks^diffarij some, yield to the jpewer 
of wisdom, while ^thers4u;!e too strong." . 

^< My brother is«a^i^t43i^dicine !" 4ttid 
the ounaiqg^sav^ge ; ^ * die will ijry?'' 

A gesture of 4»seat was the-answen The 
Huron was ^cootent with the assurance^Eand 
Tesumiqg his .j>ipe, he awaited the {icqper 
moment to moTO. The impatient Heywaixl, 
inwardly execrataog-thecold^mstom^'ef 4i)^ 
savages, ^hich required «ueh4i wcaifio^ to 
appearances^ was i£u& toaasume* an oir^f 
dndLSerence, 'OCjpial to 4hat aaiotaiiied by 
4lie chjei^ who wasoa iruth^ ^aear xelative 
of the afflicted womsn. TJieoaainutes lis- 
Igered, ^ucui the dalay had aoenied an iiour 
to the adventurer iftfaai^ricism, when 4lie 
Huron laid aside his' P>P^f "^^ dtem his 
xcbe across lijs breast, asif aboutio l^ad 
the way to 4he loiilge of -the invalid. -Juat 
.then, a warrior ^f ponterful frame ^ dark- 
ened the 4oor, and; stalkiqgNsileatly^aiMiqg^ 
the attentive^groi^ lie wated himself /^Mi 
one end of that low pile^of bnishy ^mhi^ 
sm^ned I)uncaB^«m>ibM;>ther/ -Theiattar 
cast an ioipatieat look at 4m •iieighbrnif > 
and felt his desh'^mfip ^rith nwojpfarftejilp 



•contact ^iih Magua* 

<cbeiuEled 4rbiefrcaa90d.a>dela7 ki the iBo^trndr 

4bat-l^ flpoon fxlfflgittih^, Hi^eee Ixgi^tol 

BQg a- wqard^ li»w , bis . tflwdwivrk .&om .his 

f^gau to i»h^^&'tJM vKpo»rs>;^ rtb^ mMd 

4a2diffN2emie>: as if rberbiid^^^ >ilbMii^^ihiMit 
jbMTO'Wieary-cUj^ K«i; a 4oiQig t4i64;AoiItOl»e 

.m 4Jus .»aHH€ri .mKlri^ wwtl^d^iireee 






Utterance of the forbidden name. Eacli 
pipe dropped from the lips of its owner, us 
though all had inhaled an impurity at the 
-Mme instant. ' . The smoke wreathed above 
their heads in little eddies, and curling in 
a qiifal form, it ascended swifUy through 
the opening iti the roof of the lodge, leaving 
the place breath dear of its fumes, and 
eadi dark visage distinctly visible. The 
eyes of most of th6 warriors were riveted 
on the eartb ; Ihuugh a few of the younger 
and less gifted of the party, suffered their 
wild and glaring badl» to roll in the direc- 
tion of a frhite beaded savage, who sate 
between two of ^e most Venerated chie& 
of the tribe* There was nothing in the air 
or attire of this Indian, that would seem 
to entitle him to such a distinction. The 
former was rather depressed, than remark- 
able for the proud bearing of the natives ; 
and the latter was such as was commonly 
worn by the ordihtuy nfett of the nation. 
Like most around him, for more than z, 
miqiate, hislooktoqwas on the ground ; but 
trusting his eyes, atlength^ tasteal aglanCe 
«ide^ he perceived that be was becoming 
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jftn object of general attention. Then he 
arosei and lifted his voice amid the general 
silence. 

f^ It was a lie/' he said j " I had no son ! 
He who wa^ called by that name is for- 
gotten ; his blood was pale, and came not 
from the veins of a Huron { the wicked 
Chippewas cheated my squaw ! The Great 
Spirit has said, that the family of Wiss^n-; 
tush should end — he is happy who knows 
that the evil of his race dies with himself! 
I have done/' 

The father then looked round and about 
him, as if seeking commendation for his 
stoidsm, in the eyes of his auditors. But 
the stem customs of his people had made 
too severe an exaction of the feeble old 
man. The expression of his eye contradict- 
-ed his %urative and boastful language, 
while every mnscle in his swarthy and 
wrinkled., visage was working with inward 
anguish. Standing a single minute to 
enjoy his bitter triumph, he turned aWay, 
as if sickening at the gaze of meuy knd 
veiling: his face in his blanket;, he walked 
from the lodged Kvith the ncaselec^- step of 
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himself, aged, forlorn, and childlesa^ 

;Diie: i04i«n8, ji^. h^em jp^-die Jwere- 
•4iiba>y taimt^mftn. of .iwxtoes..«n<l jdefaets 
i»\ ^ai»cter* jml^iiad lum i» id^acti in 
iiiiMMe. T^iei9teniiiftniel«{iiti«n:<riCbiifii»d- 
ifig thit pa^y. Mn , A ipflirfe §9iSiim4»i i^ of 

^ln»:ithe .w^iMssn!^ :^«y liad jitttjndtloewftcl 

by saying, in a cheerful voie^, jtiddcWMiQg 

tenter— 

-*' T|?^.fMft^i«5af«8 Jiiw^ l)flsn..jiJg9.i1^K$|E$ 
iliQ<e^ ^!h^6y^Qt«. 9S(W^g »r0imd j«9r 

;3l4^r^a^«fa^cof ibe dn^As^ng idowl 

-4*}lktiS0> ;.j0^y«Jvho> nsar.ihe fKtti- 



"^ Did my ywatg men take hia kbJ^?^* . 

^* His li^ were goody tbougb bia ma>is 
better for the boe than tbei 4«0Mib«w](J' 
teturaed: thc^other* pointiog to tb^imoMviU 
Ue fi>rai of UQca«« 

Instead of ipaitt&Atiag any womnmib 
euiiofiil^ to £»a3t his «ye& with the ligM; of 
4k €apti¥e fi)om a fi^qiki. he: was. known tp 
have 90 tnuchMasm to hatie^ H^ffmituih 
tinned io^ amoke^ with the w^diAitm^ Bj^ 
Aat he lasdalljr namtaisied, whsa thee^ tras 
iioriQiiiiedtate<caIL on hiacunmng i» hiftdtf- 
qiienoe. Ahhonf^ secKify^Mtaaedat ikfi 
&ctB bttrajred m the speech of the: a^jed 
&tfaer» fae pemitted hibnsalf toask mnqvea* 
tions^ reserving all his inquina)for:aiiHliie 
suitable moment. It was CR)l|r jiftac a^uf- 
ifeiaat internal (that heahooklhaaaheii&om 
his fttpB, ixpiaeed/tha tomahawk^okigktaxMd 
iaa girdle, and cmaae, : casting, fw dikeAat 
-ithae, ji ghu]Cfi.in ithe dinaqfam of iha foi* 
atmer, mbocBbooi a littie Jiefaiiid^MB. !Sbe 
Ma^dxHigh^iaB^ UaaaGB^ 

auight:a.gl»iq)$e of ^Ae.'j»Bwe^^ isoid 
ctunriixg^iSuddnlyitD Jthe %b[t, ^ibeif hioks 
^m»t :NBara::amint9tth«se.twoJbold'4iHd 
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untai&ed spirits stood r^garclin^^one anothei* 
steadily in the eye* neither quailing in the 
' least before the fierce gaze be en tountered. 
'The form' of Uncas dilated, and his nostrils 
opened like a tiger at bay ; but so rigid and 
^unpelding was his posture, that he might 
-easily have been converted^ by the imagina- 
<tiob^ into an eiquisite and faultless repre- 
sent2ition of tiie warlike deity of his tribe. 
The lineafirents of the quivering features of 
Magna proved more ductile ; his coilhte' 
*nanice gradually lost its characterof defiasce 
in an expression of ferocious joj> wd 
heaving a brealii from the veiy lioktom of 
-hisichest, he pronounced aloud the formida- 
ble :name of— 

'^LeCerfAgaer^ 

Each warrior sprang upon his feet at the 
lutterance of the wellrknown appellatioD, 
and tbejne was a short period^ during which 
.the siaical constancy of the natives was 
;eQiiip]etely. conquered by sulprise. The 
, iiaied and yetrespected name ivas re|](eated| 
.as. by one voice, carrying the sound ev^ 
beyond the liinits of the lodge. The women 
jmd . children, . who Jingered around the 
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fentrance, tdok up the words in an echo, 
which was succeeded by another shrill and 
plaintive howl. The latter was not yet 
ended, when the sensation among the men 
had entirely abatedi Each one in presence . 
seated himself, as though ashamed of his 
precipitation, but it was many minutes 
before their meaning eyes- ceased to roll 
towards their captive, in curious examina- 
*tion of a warrior who had so often proved 
-his prowess on the best and proudest of their 
" nation. , i 

Uncas enjoyed his victory, but was 
Content with merely exhibiting his triumph, 
by a quiet and proud curl of the lip; an 
emblem of scorn that belongs to - all time 
aujd every nation. Magna caught the ex- 
pression, and raising his arm, he shook it 
^ at the captive — the light silver ornaments 
•attached to his bracelet rattling with the 
trembling agitation of the limb, as, in 
atone of vengeance, he exclaimed, in 
English — 
"Mohican, you die !" 
"The healing waters will never hntig 
-the dead Huroris to life !" returned Uncas, 



.Uae riK«ri wjHJb«s their Ik^p^ ! i\^v( |ii«n 

.Me 9quax«A) ^fii wesaen p^ls. Qorr-e^ 

Ifigether tb« Ettfpp 4pg9> t^«t Iheyai^ 

iopjc iqpftB ft warrior. ]j^jr pfifitf^ SS^ 

I!lte laitter ^u«on etriiic^ .4e$p> Afld.^ 
Jcgurj CMiklecl. Mauy »f the Mwos^ m- 
-dsrotoed the jtrtuage ton^e in wM^.^ 
.nafUtive «{)Qke» fimong wimh. mw^^ m^ 
:lhgiisL. This GUfuiing s»?ag& .bel;t.e)4/ jipd 

instantly profited by, his advantage. DfSf- 

fiog the Ught tobeof ekio fromh» stK^ddo'* 

.jhf ^tcetcbed fcurth his arm* and <oai9ffl9n<3ed 

A l^urst iof his dangerous and artful ^ 

^qnttyte. However much Ms infltisnse 

-luiaoog bis ptoople had been wnpa^'edJby bis 

0QeaHimal 9ad hesettiiig w^eakue^s^ «s wcp 

AaJby his desertion of the tribe, Im ohmsb^S^ 

and his fame as an orator^ were lUodeniabl^* 

He never spoke without ^^uditorSf foi 

sdxidy srithaut making converts tQ his 

opinions. On the present occasionj^ Ids 

native powers were stimylated by the 

jlieenest /thirs^ fi>r revenge. 

He again recounted the events of iSie 



<etti(fk m the Mmd At lj^em*« i "^ d«aA 

dr bis as^sdeiates >, ^bd the eioajxe Off tbub^ 

USS^ fbtmsSbYe tAm&es, thm h» d«<- 

^bga the Mf^re a»d pdti^ti of ^6 mottifC 
whither he had led such captiv€d sM haci 
Men intd WiW bands. Of Mk mfn bftoe^dy 
Srttotlbi^ toMi'ds tfie ttaideiis, and 6f hi» 
bMdd niSlic^, he ttiafdd no ititentitfft, bttt 
pttiiifed i^f^idly on to the dttif riS^ Hf tlM» 
I«fty of '* la Longue Carabine" fettdits faal 
itHNiunati<Hi. Here he panned; iM l<xM^ 
iOtotithrim iti afTected veneration fot 1^ 
departed — ^but, in truth, to i^ot6 the 6fi^ 
iff his opening narrative. As nsQ!al> evef^ 
ey^ was riveted on his fac^. Each du^ky 
fig^e seemed a breathing dtatu^ so moti&ft' 
t^is't^tis the posfture, so Mtense the attentidtt 
^th'e individual. 

Theh Magna dropped his vdiCe, 1irhi<jh 
had httlferto been tlesir, strong, and elie" 
fated, and touched upon the merits of l!h6 
deiad. Kb qttality that was likely tb coHiy 
if^dlhe sy%apathy of an Indian escaped lii^ 
n^ce. One had neverbeen knbWnto'Mt^W 
BM chase in vain^ dhother had beeb ibde- 
liittgiable dh the tt-ail 6£ theit ettete^^. 
tlSa was bracve ; ihtitf g^ibbf ouS. I4i ^bA, 
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be 60 managed his allusions^ that in * a 
nation which was composed of so few fami«> 
lies, he contrived to strike every chord that 
might find, in its turn, some breast in which 
to vibrate. 

. ^* Are the bones of my young men," he 
concludld^ *^ in the burial place of the 
Hurons ! You know they are not. Their 
spirits are gone towards the setting sun^ 
and are already crossing the great waters, 
to the happy hunting grounds. But they 
departed without food, without, guns or. 
* knives, without moccasins, naked and poor 
as they were bom. Shall this be ? Are 
their souls to enter, the land of the just, 
like hungry Iroquois, or unmanly Dela*' 
wares; or shall they meet their friends 
with arms in their hands, and robes on 
their backs ? What will our fi^thers think 
the tribes of the Wyandots have become ? 
They will look on their children with a 
dark eye, and say, go j a Chippewa has 
come- hither with the name of a Huron. 
Brothers, we must not forget the dead; 
a red skin never ceases to remember. We 
will load the back of this Mohican, until 
he staggers under our bounty, and dispatph 
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hiiu after my young tn^>r They c*ll to ms 
for aid, though our ears are not open ,} ih&y 
say, forget us not. When they see the 
spirit of this Mohican toi£og after them/ 
with his burthen, they will know we are of 
that mind. Then will they go on^ happy j 
and our children will «ay, . *so did our^ 
fathers to their friends, so mu^t we do to 
them/ What, is a Yengee ! we have slain, 
many, but the earth is still palp, A sjtain 
on the name of a Huron can only be hid 
by blood that comes from the veins of an ^ 
Indian. Let, the«^ this Delaware die." 

The effect of such an harangue, delivered 
in the nervous language, and with the em<* 
phatic ipanner of a Huron orator, could 
scarcely be mistaken. Magua h^d sp art* 
fully blended the natural sympathies with 
the religious superstition of his auditors, 
that their minds, already prepared by cus» 
torn to sacrifice a victim to the manes of 
their countrymen, lost every vestigp of 
l^uni^ity in a wish for inst^n^ revenue. 
One warrior in particular, a pxan of wild 
and ferocious mien, had been conspicuous for 
th^ attention he had giypn to the words of 
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ttenpedi^r. His O0«d«aiim bad dbaoged 
Wlt& eai^ p ^Bsai^ emotiooy until it »ttled 
ittfid Or continued a«d deadly look of malioe. 
JI& MiLgau Mded) he arose, and ttttcdsg 
the ^(dl df n demote his polished litfle ue 
irai iM^ki ^ancifig ki &e tocc^ H^t^ ^ lie 
trteled it 1^0 ve his head. The motkm and 
ibe <spy were too sudden for ^rords to inter* 
^ttpt his bloody intentioiu It appeared m 
if a bright gleam shot from his haiui> which 
WM eix)ssed ait the same momentby a dark 
md po^eFfcil HMv The fortner "was the 
tomahawk in ite^ passage $ tlie tatter tbe^am 
dait Magua darted ^Drward to divert its 
tAe&. The quick and ready tiJiotkm of the 
^feieTwas nert entirely too late. The keen 
tr«gtpmi c«t the short war-p4time from ^ 
milipkfg tnft of Uncte, and passed -Sbropgh 
tht&frdil wall of the lodge, as tbon^ it ^w^re 
Ittf^ed from some ifermidable engisie. 

Dttnean had seen the threatening actiWi 
siftd sprang ' upon Ws feet, wilh a heart 
^^cb, white it leaped into his throat, 
AWSled with *he most generous resdirtioH 
in %€lhalf of his &iend. A glance told him 
ikte^ the blow liad failed, and terror changed 
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to adfmiratiott. Uncas stood sliM, lookiiig 
his enemy m the eye, with features that 
seetned superior to every enaotiow. Marble 
could not be colder, cakner,'or steacSer, 
than 'the cottntenance he p«t upon this 
sadden and vindrctive attacfr. Then, as if 
pitying a want of skill 'w^iich had proved 
so fortunate to himsdff, he smfled, and mut- 
tered a few words of contempt in bis own 
soft and musical tongue. 

'* No P* said Magna, after satisfying him- 
self ot the safety of the captive ; ** the sun 
must shine upon his shame ; the squaws must 
see his flesh tremble, or our revenge wifl be 
like the play of boys. Go — take him where 
there is silence ; let us see if a Delaware 
can sleep at night and in the morning, 

dier 

The jomig men whose duty it was to 

guard the prisoner, instantly pasatd thmr 

Bgamentjii of bark across his amiia^ and led 

bbn from the lodge, amid a glotuny, {btIi- 

found, and ominous silence^ It was only as 

the figure of Uncas stood in tlie opcaiing of 

thed0or that bis. firm sl^hesktated. Thrae 

he turned, and in the sweeping and haughty 

TOL. III. D 
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glance that he threw around the cu:cle of 
his enemies, Duncan caught a look, which 
he was glad to construe into an expression 
that he was. not entirely deserted by hope. 
Magna was content with his success, or 
too much occupied with his secret pur- 
poses, to push his inquiries any farther. 
Shaking his mantle, and folding it on his 
bosom, he also quitted the place, without 
pursuing a subject that might have proved 
so fatal to the individual at his elbow. Not- 
withstanding his rising resentment, his 
natural firmness, and his anxiety in behalf 
of Uncas, Heyward felt sensibly relieved 
by the absence of so dangerous and so 
subtle a foe. The excitement produced by 
the speech gradually^subsided. The war- 
riors resumed their seats, and clouds of 
smoke once more filled the lodge. For 
near half an hour, not a syllable was utteredt 
or scarcely a look cast aside — a grave and 
meditative silence being in the ordinary 
succession to every scene of violence and 
commotion amongst those beings, who 
were alike so impetuous, and yet so sdf- 
restrained. 
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When the chief who had solicited the aid 
of Duncan had finished liis pipe, he made 
a final and successful movement towards 
departing, . A motion of a finger was the 
intimation he gave the supposed physician 
to foUo,!H^ ; >nd passing through the clouds 
of smoke, Duncan was glad, on more ac- 
counts than one, to foe able at last to 
breathe the pure air of a cool and refresh- 
ing summer evening.. 

Instead of pursmnghis! way among those 
lodges where Hey ward had already made 
his unsuccessful search, his companion 
turned ' aside, and proceeded directly to- 
ward the base of an adjacent mountain, 
which overhung the temporary village. A 
thicket of brush skirted its foot, and it be- 
came necessary to proceed through a crook- 
ed and narrow path. The boys had resumed 
their sports in the clearing and were enact- 
ing a mimic chase to the post among them- 
selves. In order to render their games as 
like the reality as possible,, one of the boldest 
of their number had conveyed a few brands 
itfto some piles of tree-tops, that had hither- 
to escaped the burning. The blaze of one 

D 2 
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of tiiese fireft liglited tiie way of the cliief 
and DuncaQy and gasre a cAiaracter of ad* 
ditional wildness to the rude sceneiy. At 
ft little distance from a bald rock, and 
direcffy in ita front, they entered a grassy 
openings \rhich they prepared to cross. 
Just then fresli fuel was added to the fire, 
and a po^rorfbl light penetrated eren to that 
distant spot. It fefl upon the white surface 
of the mountain, and- was reflected down- 
ward upon a dark and mystenoiis lookiDg 
being, diat aroae imexpectedly in IlieSr 
path* 

The Indian paused, as if doubtftil 
whether to proceed, and permitted his com- 
panioQ to approach his side, A large black 
ball, which at first seemed stationary, no^nr 
began to move in a manner that to the 
latter was mexphcable. Again the fire 
4>rightened, and its giare fell more distinctly 
on the object. Then even Duncan kne^w 
ity by its restless and i^delitig - attitudes^ 
which kept the upper part of its form in 
constant motion, while the animal itsdf ap- 
peared seated, to be a bear. Though it 
growled loudly and'fiercely^ and there were 



iiifitaiits wkea it$ gliateaing ^e-baUs might 
be seen» it gave no laitber indication cxf 
hostility V. Tbe Huroiv at least, seemed as- 
sored that the intentioiisof this wigubir ia* 
trader were peaceable, for after giving it 
an attentive examinatieii, he quietly pur«- 
sned his coarse. 

Duncan, who knew that the attimal was 

often found domesticated among the In«> 

dians^ fdlowed the example of bis com*^ 

pamon, believing tibiat some favourite of the 

tribe had found its way into the thicket in 

search of food* They passed it unmolested. 

Though obliged tp coa»e oeajrly in contact 

with tbe monster, the ^uron, who l^d at 

first so warily deteraiined the charaicter of 

his strange visiter^ was now conl^nt with 

proceeding without wasting a moment in 

farther examination; but Hey Ward was 

unable to prevent his eyes from looking 

backward, in a sort of sc^utary watchfulness 

against attacks in the rear* His une^nes8 

was in no degree dimiciidied, when he per-* 

ceived the beast roUing aloqg iheir path» 

and following thei r footsteps. He would 

have spoken, but the Indian at that moquent 
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shoved aside a door of bark, and entered a 
cavern in the bosom of the mountain. 

Profitting by so easy a method of retreat, 
Duncan stepped after him, and was gladly 
closing the slight cover to the opening, 
when he felt it drawn from bis hand by the 
beast, whose shaggy form immediately 
darkened the passage. They were now in 
a straight and long gallery, in a chasm of 
the rocks, where retreat, without encoun- 
tering the animal, was impossible. Making 
the best of the circumstances, the young 
man pressed forward, keeping as close as 
possible to his conductor. The bear growl- 
ed frequently at his heels, and once or 
twice its enormous paws were laid on his 
person, as though disposed to prevent his 
further passage into the den. 

How long the nerves of Heywatd would 
have sustained him in this extraordinary 
situation, it might be difficult to decide, for, 
happily, he soon found relief. A glimmer 
of light had constantly been in their front, 
and they now arrived at the place whene^ 
it proceeded. . . 

A large cavity in the rock had been 
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rudely fitted to answer the purposes of many 
apartments. The subdivisions were simple, 
but .ingenious; being composed of stone, 
sticks, and bark intermingled. Openings 
ibove admitted the light by day, and at 
night fires and torches supplied the place 
of the sun. Hither the Hurons had brought 
most of their valuables, especially those 
which more particularly pertained to the 
nation ; and hither, as it now appeared, the 
sick woman, who was believed to be the 
victim of supernatural power, had been 
transported also under an impression, that 
her tormenter would find more diflSculty 
in making his assaults through waUs of stone, 
than through the leafy coverings of the 
lodges. The apartment into which Dun- 
can and his guide first entered, had been 
exclusively devoted to her accommodatioti. 
the'latter approached her bed-side, which 
was surrounded by females, in the centre 
of whom Heyward was surprised to find 
his missing friend David. 

A single look was sufficient to apprise 
the pretended leech that the invalid was 
far beyond his po^wrers of healing. She lay 
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ia A fiOft of paralysifii iodifiEbreai tu the 
objects which crowded befiire hisr ^ight, 
and happily ulK^oQscious of sufferiiig. Hey- 
ward wafi far from regretting that his mom- 
nieiies were to be perfbr<ped qo one who 
was much too ill to taJLe an interest in 
their iailur^ or success. Xhe slight qusdm 
of oonsdeace which had been excited by 
the mteaded deceptioa i«ras instimtly ap. 
peased at the sight, and he be;gan buailj 
to collect his thoughts, in order to enact 
his part with suitable spirit, when he £oiwad 
he was about to be anticipated in his skill 
by an attempt to prove the power , of 
music. 

Gamut, who had stood |M*eyared to pour 
foi th his S|)iirit ifi song when the visiters 
entered, after del^yicig -a smuneot, dr^ew a 
strain from his pipe;, and conuueoced a 
hymn that vng^ bare wxu^ked a auradt^ 
had £atith in its efficacy been g£ muck avail* 
Hq was allowed to pr<»ceed to the closer 
the Indians respecting his im^inary iA« 
jSjinity, and I>uncan too glad of the delay 
to hazard the sUjghtert ktt&rruptkm^ As 
the dying cadence of his straias y^m SaSHog 



on the ears of the latter, he started aside at 
hearing them repeated behind him, in a 
voice half human and half sepulchral. 
Looking around, he beheld the shaggy 
monster seated on end, in a shadow of the 
cavern, where, while his restless body 
swung in the uo^asy nmiuiief of the animal, 
it repeated, in a sort of low growl, sounds, 
if hot words, wjaicb bore jsome slight resem- 
blance to the melody of the singer. 

Jhe ^Skct of so strange an echo on 
David, may better be imagined than descri- 
b^KJU ffip ey«e» opewd, ai^ if te doubted 

mute m i^i&c^kss 0f wowfcr/: A cJwp Imd 
sdbeme of vOmm^mUMmg ftpm^ Mnportunt 
iate^i^mi^ to H^ywftr(i wji^ driven ff^om 
}m rw^ll^tiw by m eaw^iw wH(^ y^f 

£iaijL to hdlii^e w.a^ ^^mm^ff(»f t^^d^r its 

pw*a y<wi, ft»d .4* «t fewdi^'^-wd pf^cifH^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



Snug, " HftTe yoa the lion's part written ? Pray yon, if it he, 
fiTe it me, for I am tlow of ttady* 

Qtiince. Tou may do it extempore, for it is nothing but roaring.** 

Mi4iumm*r*t NigM Dream. 



There was a strange blenditig of the 
ridiculoius, with that which was solemn, in 
this scene. The beast still continued its 
rollings and apparently untiring^ move- 
ments, though its ludicrous attempt to 
imitate the melody of David ceased the 
instant the latter abandoned th6 field. The 

■ 

words of Gamut were, as has been seen, in 
his native tongue; and to Duncan they 
seemed pregnant with some hidden mean- 
ing, though nothing present assisted him in 
discovering the object of their allusion. A 
speedy end was, however, put to every con- 
jecture on the subject, by the manner of 
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the chief, who advanced to the bed side 
of the .^invalid, aod beckoned away the 
whole, groupe of female attendants that 
had clustered there in lively curosity to 
witness the skill of the stranger. He was 
implicitly, though reluctantly, obeyed *, and 
when the low echo which rang along the 
hollow, natural -gallery > from the distant 
closing door had ceased, pointing towards 
his insensible daughter, he said — 
^ Now let ray brother show his power.** 
Thus unequivocally called /)n to exercise 
the functions of his assumed chairacter. 
Hey ward was apprehensive ttiat the smallest 
delay mighjt prove dangerous. Endeavour- 
ing then to collect his ideas, he prepared to 
Commence that species of incantation, and 
those uncouth rites, under which the Indian 
conjurers are accustomed to conceal their 
actual ignorance and in^otency. It is more 
than probable, that in the disordered state 
of his thoughts, he would soon have fallen 
into some suspicious, if not fat^ error, had 
nbt his incipient attempts been interrupted 
by a fierce growl from the quadruped. 
Three several times did he renew his efforts 
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to prdceed, miA ^s t^ften wblb he meft by the 

ing tl»m the pP6Ceding. 

<^ Xiie omotmg omb aiia jeai<»^)^ ^kl the 
Uiaron 4 **! g<o. BrotibtKT, djbe w^tiiM is tiie 

jtti&% by ten Peaiee>^' Ims 4SMi46d, beckoa^ 
ifig to the discontented t^dOM: tt) he -quiet ; 
'* I go." - 

The chief was iwRtsgWily -as good as *his 
^ord, «nd DijHfKjatt wwr \fbo¥Kl fwrnself 
<aIone in that *wild and deflate a%«^ j*ifth 
^tiie hdple^s inWla^, (bsoA the ^rce a»d 
tlaugepom bpate. Tbefeftter^fetefied *o 
the inovetoents of %he Indiafi, "with that flit 
HDf *^aci<y that a bear is known to possess, 
^ntil another echo annottced that he had 
iftfeo left ike cafvern, w^k>en it turned ^and 
scame ^fv^dHngiap (to Dtwrdan, befiKre*Trliom 
4t seated itself in 'its natural <attitttde, efeet 
la^e a man. Tlie youth looked ati^ww^ 
^feout him «fer *so!me *^iveapon, with *ii4nch he 
tei^fet «afce i-esistanee worftiy of liis re* 
fH^ptfi^tifon^ against the attache %e now 
wriouifly expected. 
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It seeded^ bowaver^^ at i£ the hiuiMMiur of 
the ^nkpal bad isuddeoly changed. Instead 
o£ contiunixig its disconteDted ^nywli^ mt 
manifesting enj further isigas o£ ang^r, the 
iKhole of its shaggy body shook violeatlj^ 
as thoi^h it were agitated by some straoge 
iatemal oonvulsion. The huge -aDd m^ 
wiekly talons paved stupidly skbout the 
griimiqg muzzle, and while Hey ward kept 
his eyes riveted on its movements with 
fealous watchfulness, the grim head fell on 
one ^de^ and in its place appeared die 
honest sturdy countenance of the scout^ 
wiio was indulging, fi*om the bottom cf his 
soul, in his own peculiar expression of 
merriment. 

"Hist!'* .said the wary woodsman, in- 
terrupting Hej' card's exclamation of 
surprise ; '* the varlets are about the places 
and any .sounds that are not natural to 
witchchraft^ w^uUd bring them back opcm 
us .in a body r* 

'^TelVme the meaning of this ixiasqjue- 
rsd^j and whj you have attempted bo 
desperate an adventure i^' 

^AbJ xeaaon and calculation are ^ten 
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outdone by accident,*' returned the scout. 
*'But as a story should always commence 
at the beginning, I will tell you the whole 
in order. After we parted, I placed, the 
Commandant and the Sae:amore in an old 
beaver lodge, where they are safer from the 
Htirons than they would be in the garrison 
of Edward j for your high nor-west Indians, 
not having as yet got the traders much 
among them, continue to venerate the 
beaver. After which, Uncas and I pushed 
for the other encampment, as was agreed ; 
have you seen the lad ?" 

" To my great grief! — he is captive, and 
condemned to die at the rising of the 



sun." 



(( 



I had misgivings that such would be 
his fate,'' resumed the scout, in a less con- 
iident and joyous tone. But soon regaining 
his naturally firm voice, he continued — 
" His bad fortune is the true reason of my 
being here, for it would never do to aban- 
don such a boy to the Hurons ! A rare 
time the knaves would have of it, could 
they tie the • bounding elk* and the tongue 
carabine,' as they call me to the same stake ! 
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Though why they have given me such a 
Bame I never knew, there being as little 
likeness between the gifts of • kill deer' and 
die performance of one of your re?il Canada 
carabynes, as there is between the natur of 
a pipe^tone and a flint !" 

** Keep to your tale/' said the impatient 
Heyward ; " we know not at what moment 
th? Hurons may return/' 

"No fear of them. A conjuror must 
have his time like a straggling priest in the 
settlements. We -are as safe from inter- 
ruption, as a missionary would be at the 
beginning of a two hours discourse. Well, 
Uncas and I fell in with a return parly of 
the varlets ; the lad was much too forward 
ibr a scout ; nay, for that matter, b^ng of 
hot blood, he was not so much to blanie j 
and after all, one of the Hurons proved a 
coward, and In fleeing led him into an 
ambushment !'* 

** And dearly has he paid for the weak- 
ness r' exclaimed Duncan. 

The scout significantly passed his hand 
across his own throat, and nodded, as if he 
said, "I comprehend your meaning." After 
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vhich, be ooittiiiued« in a more aiidible» 
tjiough scaxvtlj more iorteUigibb in^ 



^ ilflter the Joas of tline boy^ I tamed 

apoa the Hiiroos, as you may judge. 

There have been $crtaiittage» Atweea «!ie 

or tiRo 0f tiieir auflyew ftfid wyeelf ^ but 

that is loestber here iiMMr there* So^ n£b^ 

I bad shot the imp^ J got ia prebty nigh 

to the liaAgee mjkhout fufther eommatMu. 

Tben, id»at sbKwU h^ do ia my ffivom^ 

but Jead me to the vef f spot wheire one ^f 

tihe nK>a!t famous conjnriora (cf iJie itribe irae 

dressing imnaell* )a« I well k»e<w» far 0o«»e 

great battle iRrith Satan—^hoi^h why abawtld 

I t:aJl vdort lod^ \^hkh jit jqow «eewi was 

»a esipecial onferiag f^ Pravidenee 2! So, 

a ^jtidgemttieal eap <H^er the bead ^tjifeoed 

the hfm% nn^ostor £»* ft time, asd ka\JMg 

him a fait c)f waiiiut im his isupipier, lo pre* 

vent any uproar, and stringk^ hi«i ^ 

atflroen tiro (saplk^i^ 1 wM^ &se feitfti iiis 

finery, and took the ^iaht of ^a t>eapr >aii 

myself, an iirder tl»t ib^ ip^^ss^o^s i»%ht 

proceed,*' 

"^ And ;i«diittrri)ly 'did y^wi eo^Pt tfie ii»- 
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racter j the animal itself might have been 
shamed bj the representation." 

^^JLordf major," returned the flattered 
woodsman» '*! should be but a poor scholar^ 
for one who has studied so long in the wiL- 
demess^ did I not know how to set forth 
the movements and natur of such a beast i 
Had it been now a catomount, or even a 
full sized painter^ I would have embellished 
a performance for you worth regarding { 
But it is no such marvellous feat to exhibit 
the feats of so dull a beast ; though, fox 
that matter too, a bear.may be over acted I 
Yes, yes ; it is not every imitator that 
knows natur may be outdone easier than 
she is equalled. But all our work is yet 
before us 1 where is the gentle one ?'' 

^^ HesLven knows ; I have examined every 
iodge in the village without discovering 
the slightest trace of her presence in the 
tribe/' 

^* You heard what the singer said, as he 
left UA-^-* she is at hand, and expects you«' ^ 

** I have been compelled to believe he 
alluded to this unhappy woman.'' 

'^Tke simpleton was frightened> and 
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blundered through his message, but he had 
a deeper meaning, here are walls enough 
to divide whole settlements. A bear ought 
to climb ; therefore will I take a look above 
them. There may be honey-pots hid in 
these rocks, and I am a beast, you know, 
that has a hankering for the sweets.**' 

The scout looked behind him, laughing 
at his own conceit, while he clambered'up 
the partition, imitating as he went the 
clumsy motions of the beast he represented; 
but the instant the summit was gained, he 
made a gesture for silence, and slid down 
with the utmost precipitation. 

"JShe is here," he whispered, "and by 
that door you will find hen I would have 
spoken a word of comfort to the afflicted 
souJ, but the sight of such a monster might 
well upset her reason* Though, for that 
matter, major, you are none of (be most 
inviting yourself in your paint." 

Duncan, who had already sprung eagerly 
forward, drew instantly back on hearing 
these discouraging words. 

"Am I then so very revolting?" he 
demanded, with an air of manifest chargin. 
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" You might not startle a wolf, or turn 
thjB Royal Americans from a charge ; but I . 
have seen the time when you had a better 
favoured look^ major," returned the scout, 
dryly; "your streaked countenances are 
not ill judged of by the squaws, but young 
women of white blood give the preference 
to their own colour. See,*' he added, 
pointing to a place where the water trickled 
from a rock, forming a little crystal spring, 
before it found an issue through the adja*^ 
cent crevices ; " you may easily get rid of 
the Sagamore's daub, and when you ^come 
back, I will try my hand at a new embeU 
lishment. It's as common for a conjuror 
to alter his paint, as for a buck in the settle- 
ments to change his finery/' 

The deliberate woodsman had little occa- 
sion to hunt for arguments to enforce his 
advice. He was yet speaking when Dun- 
can availed himself of the water. In a 
moment, every frightful or offensive mark 
was obliterated, and the youth appeared 
2tgain in the fine and polished lineaments 
with which he * had been gifted by nature. 
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Thus preparcd Ibr aoi interview with his 
mistrees^ he took a hastj leave of hid cam'- 
panion, and disappeared through the indi- 
cated passage. The ecout wiltiessed his 
departure with complacency, noddinjg; his 
head after faiai, and muttering his good 
wishes; after which, he verj coolly set 
about an exaHiiaatiQu of the state of the 
larder among the Hurons — the cavera^ 
amoiQg other purjposes, being used as a 
xeceptaele for the fruits of their huntSi. 

Duncan had no other guide than a dis^ 
tant glimmeriag light, which served^ how- 
ever^ the office of apolar^tarto thelover. Bj 
its aid he was enabled to enter the haven 
of his hopes, which was merely another 
apartment of the cavern, that had been 
solely appropriated to the safe keeping of 
so important a prisoner, as a daughter of 
the commandant of Williain Henry. It 
was profusely sti'ewed with the plunder of 
tiaat walucky £)rtres$« In the midst of this 
c:anfusion b^r-foulKi the maiden, pale, 
,ttQjdou% aixl terrified; but sdll lovely* 
David bad prepared h^r £>t such a visit 
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*' Duncan !'* she exclaimed, in a voice 
that seemed to tremUte at the sounds 
created by it&elf. 

** Alice !** he answered, leaping carelessly 
among trunks^ boxes, arms^ and fUmiture, 
until he stood at her side. 

** I knew, Duncan, that you w,ouId never 
desert me/^ she said, looking up with a 
momentary glow of pleasure beaming on 
her otherwise dejected countenance. ^ But 
5qu are alone ! grateful as it is to be thus 
moembered, I could wish to think yon are 
not entirely alone !" 

Duncan, observing that she trembled in 
a manner which betrayed an inability to 
continue standing, gently induced her to 
be seated, while he recounted those leading 
incidents which it has been our task to 
record. Alice listened with breathless 
interest; and though the young man touched 
l^btly on the sorrows of the stricken faflrer, 
taking care, however, not to wound the 
seliJove of his autBtor, the tears ran as 
fre^ down the cheeks of the daughter, as 
though she had never wept before. The 
soothing tenderness of Duncan, howeier. 



70 .THE LAST OF . 

soon quieted the first burst of her emotions, 
and she then heard him to the close with 
undivided attention^ if not with composure. 

" And now, Alice," he added, " you will 
see bow much is still expected of you. By 
the assistance of pur experienced and in- 
valuable friend, the scout, we may find our 
way from this savage people, but you will 
have to exert your utmost fortitude. Re- 
member, that you fly to the arms of your 
venerable parent, and how much'his happt- 
ness, as well as your own, depends on those 
exertions/' 

. *' Can I do otherwise for a father who has 
done so much for me !*' 

" And for me too !" continued the youth, 
gently pressing the hand he held in both 
his own. 

The look of innocence and surprise 
which he received, in return, convinced 
Duncan of the necessity of being more 
explicit. 

" This is neither the place nor the occa- 
sion to detain you With selfish wishes, sWeet 
Alice," he added j " but what; heart loaded 
like mine would not .wish to cast itsburtken! 
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Xhey say misery is the closest of all ties ; 
our common suffering in your behalf left 
but little to be explained between your 
father and myself.** 

*^ And dearest Cora, Duncan ; surely 
Cora was not forgotten l" 

*^ Not forgotten j no j regretted as woman 
was seldom mourned before. Your vene- 
rable father knew no difference between his 
children; but I— Alice, you will not be 
offended, when I say, that to me her worth 
was in a degree obscured — *' 

" Then you knew not the merit of my 
sister," said Alice, withdrawing her hand ; 
•' of you she ever speaks as of one who is 
her dearest friend !" 

" I would gladly believe her such," re- 
turned Duncan, hastily ; " I could -^wish 
her to be even more 5 but with you, Alice, 
I have the permission of your father to as- 
pire to a still nearer and dearer tie." 

The maiden trembled violently, and there 
was an ipstant, during which she bent her 
face asidej yielding to the emotions com- 
mon to her sensitive sex j but they quickly 
{^ed away, leaving her completely mis* 
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tress of her deportment, if not of her a^fbc- 

**^ Hey ward/' she saic^ looting^ hnn fttll 
in the eye, with a touching ^Kpression of 
iDHocenee and deptmleney, * give me the 
sacred presence antit the holy saticfion of 
that parent, before you urge me farther/' 

'• Though more I should not, less I could 
not say,'* the youth was about to answer, 
when he was 'interrupted by a Kght tap oii 
his shoulder. Starting to his feet, he turned, 
and confronting the uitruder, his loo^ fyi 
on the dark form and malignant visage of 
Magua. The deep, gntturallaugh of the 
savage, sounded, at such a Moment; to 
Duncan, like the hellish taunt of a defflon« 
Had he pursued the sudden and fieree im- 
pulse ef the ' instant, he would have cast 
himself on the Huron, and committed their 
fortunes to the issue of a deadly struggle. 
But, without arms^of any description, igno- 
rant of what succours hisr sub^ enemy 
could cofmmand, and charged with the 
safety of t)ne who was just then dearer tiian 
fever to^ his* heart, he no sooner entertaiiied, 
than be abandoned the desperate rntentkm. 
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*« What it your purpose V said Alic^» 
medkly folding her arms on her bosom, and 
striigjg^g to conceal an agony of appre- 
hension in behalf of Ueyward, in the usual 
cold and distant manner with which she 
received the visits of her captor* 

The exulting Indian had resumed his 
austere countenance^ though he drew 
t^arily back before the menacxng glance 
of the young man's fiery eye. He regarded 
both his captives for amoment with a steady 
look) and then step^g aside, he dropped 
a 1(^ of wood across a door different from 
that by which Duncan had entered. The 
latter now comprehended the manner of 
his sui-prisCi and believing himself irre- 
trievably lost, he drew Alice to his bosom, 
and stood prepared to meet a fate wliich 
he hardly regretted, since it was to be s(^- 
fered in such company. But Magna me- 
ditated no immediate violence. His fiiit 
measures were Tery evidently taken to 
secure his new cs^tive; nor did he even 
bestow a, second glance at the motionless 
forms in the centre of the cavern, until he 
had . completely cu t off every hope of retreat 

VOL. III. £ 
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,1;IiDQU^ ik^ pm^ outlet iieihud ImtfBelf 
osed* He was nmtcJied iv all his oiaw* 
jnents lr)r He^ward, wfafitlMwere^ noiiiiiittd 
. £n&, stUl fqldiiig the fragile jfofm ;0f sAfioe 
to his hearty at onoe too .pnoiid and too 
hopeless to aali &irour.of an ewmywi^Sbm 
fi>iled. When« Magna bad eflboted inU ob* 
jed, he appTMicbed his pil8ciii«s» andmiel, 

V The pale-faces jboap tJie CHttmi^ ibea- 
v«i» i but the jred-fkios know ikow ikoiteke 

** Hf^FOn, do you^ if?owt !" esolajin^dftbe 
fH^ited Heyv9]AE4 f^jjgstCvl titi^t a douUe 
stake 1R9I9 involved jsi h«3 ]it& ^ '^ you: and 
yiQvr yee^eiance af e j^like. degq^iaed. V 

^< Will the wMte tow speak these Yuxeis 

at tiiie stake ?*' asked Magua i mmihsiiaBig, 

. at t^e mv(»,tm9$ hm Jittk &uth be^ndiia 

j^.other^s zieapluticoft, by titeLanear tkat 

. AbcQinpamed bis wQcds. 

^'Berej aib)glyrtQy0iir£iCQ''t€OiiiiaQiBd 
^ undaunted H^jwjard# ^< oc in difi: pre- 
AiKiQe of youjr assembled iutioii !'^ 

:'' lie. R^Mid Si4»lil ifi a gmMt cin£!" 
r$j|b4i[iied the InidyAa; ^^he will, go and 
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M^ h^t youqg mpn> to gae. bow bxwrely a 
pfifit&m ^BH^ kujgbt^ the^tortwes." 

He turned ^^^wbUe .^p^ltlj:iflg, w4v^4( 
4(j^ut to l€)aMe-tbe4)laqe>thM^h tbi^avepue 

tow» monaew^ gSQwl caugbthis e^, and 
QHlMd bm to l»»aijtAtQ* Th^ 4g«ria^.tbjp 
bmr afjpeMed'i in i^e dfl/n^^ «bere ijt siite 
n^qg&om side to sid^^.jp its cn^Um9xy 
^t]la9ap€Bs^ ^l^^lgpa, likci ti^ fath^c of tbi^ 
$i$k wop^iii, eyed' it keeiriy fdrr ajsaomjeoi;, 
M^ if to a»C£a1aHn its qbaract^r. H^ TBwp 
Sir aboa;^ tiie rnoi^ 7«»lgsir SMperslitixins of 
liiMitrU^, <aad 90 soon a$ be reeognized tbp 
ireHikrlow^ f^jtlio:^ of the c<9dajuror^ be pr^ 
pr^drto {MMis it im tool co^atc^pt. But a 
.Imderi 9nd< i^fi^e 1 tb^eatening gprowl cauqc^ 
bim agaii^ to^ p^vse. Tbe». bo seenied ast if 
'Sttfldfiilf refiolyed to trifle, oo k^ger^a^ 
iMmred r^iiolutely forward. Tb^j numic 
j^fl^uAal^ ^hicb bad^ adi^iioed a Uttfe^ flljyfeid 
Mkml^m bjis froaH^ until it anireeti^g^at 

.i&^p{90$, whj^ ^^ring-oft its bipd^rli^, 
^^at ^ :air wjtth its pivwfi^jktifjthe man&$r 
pm^m^bji itemone .br>ttt4 pro*ofcj>g«* 

E 2 • 
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^' Fool l*^ exclaimed the chief, in Huron, 
** go play with the children iand squaws ; 
leive men to their wisdom.'* 

He once more endeavoured to pass the 
supposed empyric, scorning even the parade 
of threatening to use the keen knife, or 
glittering tomahawk, that was i3endaht from 
his belt. Suddenly, the beast exletfded 
its arms, or rather legs, and enclosed hiiA, 
in a grasp, that might have vied t^ith the 
far-famed power of the " beards hug** itsdf. 
Heyward had watched the whole procedure, 
dn the part of Hawk-eye, with brea^fess 
interest. At first he relinquished his hoW 
of Alice ; then he caught up a thorig rf 
buckskin, which had been used around 
some bundle, and when he beheld his ene- 
my with his two arms pinned to his side, 
by the irdn muscles of the scout, he rushed 
upon him, and effectually secured them 
there. Arms, legs, and feet, were encitcled 
in twenty folds of thpF thong, in less tiaore 
than we have taken to* record the circum* 
atanccf. When the formidable Huron was 
completely pinioned, the scout released fais 
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hold, and Duncan laid his enemy on his 
backj, utterly he^less. 

Throughout the whole of this sudden 
and extraordinary operation, Magua, 
tiiough he had struggled violently, until 
assured he was in the hands of one whose 
Q^es were far better strung tlian his own; 
had not attered the slightest exclai«ation» 
But when Hawk-eye, fay way <^ making a 
wmmary explanation of his conduct, re* 
moved the shaggy jaws of the beast, and 
exposed his own rugged and earnest coun- 
tmance to the gaze of the Huron^ the phi- 
losophy of the latter was so far mastered, 
as to permit him to utter the never-failing-— 

"Hughr 
. '• Ay 1 you Ve found your tongue !" said 
his undisturbed conqueror ; '* now, in order 
that you shall not aise it to our ruin, I must 
make free to stop your mouth/' 

As there was no time to be lost, the scout 
iaunediately set aboi^ effecting so necessary 
aprecaution ; and when he had gagged the 
Indian, his enemy might safely have been 
considered as ^^ hors de combat/' 
, " Py what place did the imp enter?" 

E 2 
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«nkea'tIifr%dU^otiir-«cl^,^heiill» t»^ 
was ended. ** Not a mek ^alK. f^^M^d' iMy 
^frf^ncte jt)U'left fflfe."' 
' latihean > ^wMjilM out \h& dbor tij^ wWffi 
Mtigua)ia^'(<dir6e, and \^hiicH'ftow^pr«iaHUJCil 
teid'^nirafl^ obsttrdi^ft to a ^cfe r^H^efiH^ 
''^^BMn^ dii tll« gelt<l%'ofi6^e»r,^''£^ 

fbantfitet^obdif by the other 6lMefi*^ " • 
' « 'Tte'itoJ>ofe^fe'!" MAJ^hmtaAi ^mt 
lia» «v&)*coMte h&^ sm'd'- i[ie= fir h«l|S(l!l[^ 
:Alifee ! my sweet, ifty owto AHeej ah>Uift 
■yo'ii«e}fy nbW ili the moraedt to fl jr. >'Ks 
is Mn I sHe hteiarsi but is uiiafele to folttrtr. 
Gdi noble ahd'wortKy ftiend; sat^ j^uhicSf, 
* and leave me to my fate !" 

•» fivifety ilrail' h^ itn- end; ahd every cala- 
miity briiigy its lesfeon !" rettirti^d the ^cdtlt 
** Tbeii^, wrAp her in tfiem fttdiain cidtfis. 
Conceal all- of Hfer Httle ftitrf: «^yj tlikt 
foot Has no fellow hi th6 wfliftrhesk; ft\rill 
Bettjty Ket. All; e^ry part. Ifirir tiiB 
fier iti yotn* arriis; and' fbllbw: Efeailtf ^flfe 
rest tb' Me." 

Duncan; as may bb ^t^^edHKt)id( 1^ 
wordir'ofihis eompafliotii tfbs-d^iwiy obey- 



ing: ; imd aitbe if^theri &mbedkp6akiii^iie 
to<ik'the'ligbt*piTSQn of iiicein Jib arms^) 
afid i&UiHmed on tlie footsteps.' of the^wout* 
They fbimd the sick ymania as* thel)^' faltd* 
le& her>>8tUl atones .i^id padsftd sfwiMy cm, 
by the natural gallery, to tiie plaicbiof oB^i 
tempd As^tbdy apphttchbditbalttila'dbbr 
dfJbsfic^^a mfaoinur of voioed witHoiit £m-; 
nounoed, that the friendisuiid xektives of 
the invalid were gathered about the.plaicx^ 
pi^iilfy awaking^a ^umolims to xe«enter. 
; *' If lopen^.my lips i to spe^^" ^a^vj&y^ 
whispered, ^^ my Engli^hf whil^h is^.th^ig^: 
nuai^ t(Higub&.ofva whtte-^idV ^^ t^ the 
iHurtets tiiat an enemy isr^amoiigthettu Yon 
raa8t.^v6:*em your jargdn^ major ; and mfV 
tiat W6rha3v^e>'diut i^eevildI^irit'Jfi.tiie:ba¥e9 
and steitalitil^ the woman tot the woodsi in 
mitbrr to^^nd' streng^hetdng.Goc^*. JBiwh 
tise all your cunning, for it is a lawful uni-^ 
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opttied a^lpfttieiiiastif <»ie ^ithc^it • 
listening to > the prooeedings wit|bi^f 
and compiled the ildou£ toceade Ui d&re^f' 
tiansLv :&^drce grbwl instantly i!9p.eUed' 
the ereSf^oppef,€mdthentthe£tcoiltfhpldltri 
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threw open the covering of bark, and left 
the place, enacting the character of the 
hear a& he proceeded* Duncan hspi dose 
at his heels, and soon fbnnd faimsehTia the 
centre of a cluster of twenty anxious rela- 
tives and friends. 

The crowd feU back a little, and per«> 
mitted the father, and one who appeared 
to be the husband of the woman, to ap-^ 
proach. 

'^Has tny brother driven away the evil 
^irit?** demanded ihe former. '* What 
has he in his arms ?'' 

** Thy child/* returned Duncan, grai^Iy ; 
" the disease has gone out of her ; it » 
shut up in the rocks. I take the woman 
to a distance, where I will strengthen her 
against any further attacks;. She shaU be 
in^ the wigwam of the young mait lAmi 
the sun comes again/' 

When the father had translated the meao^. 
i^ of the strainer's i^orAs into the Huron 
language, a suppressed murmur announced- 
the satisfaction with whidi this inteltigence 
was received* Hie chief himself waved 
hi& hand for Duncan to. proceed, njmg 
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^ud, in a firm voice» and with a lofty 
manner^- 

VGo — I am a man, and I will enter the 
rdek and.fight the wicked one 1'" 

HejTward had gladly obeyed^ and was 
already past the little groupe, when thew 
startling words arrested him. 

^^Is my brother mad r he exclaimed^ 
^^ia be cruel i He will meet the disease, 
and it will enter him; or he will drive cmt 
the disease, and it will chase his daughter 
into the woods*' No — let mf children wait 
without, and if the spirit appears, beat him 
down with' dubs* He is cunning, and will 
faury .himself in the mountain, therelbre, 
when he sees -how many are prepared to 
%ht.him.» 

This singular warning had the desired 
eifect^ Instead of entering the cavern, the 
father and husband drew their tom^awks, 
dnd posted themselves in readii^ss to deal 
their veng&Eince on the imaginary tormentor 
of their sick, relative, while the women and 

• 

children . broke branches from, the bushes, 
or^ seized fragments 4>f the. rock, with. a 
similar intention. At this favourable 

E 3 
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the exmnt&Sat coiljuararB .diaa^ 
peared. 

Halrk-eye, at 1^ raine tia»: tb»b Efe^had 
presumed sb^ on tiie nattirta^.the Indbn 
8iipel»titioii8v ^i^w ^^ igiMuiiiit tfasfc th^ 
ifKere rather toleratec}. than rdied oiv b^ dlie 
wisest of the difieft. He :¥neU feiew the^vidtie 
of time in the present em^tgeheiyi. What* 
ever might be the extent of the^aelf-Muaimi 
oChis enetnies^ and hotwever it had tended 
to/assisb his', seheroes^: tiie HJtgbtwt cause: of 
saspici€»>. aefhigcoh the subd^natiuie c€an 
Indkm^ wcniki bti likeif to paotfe fbM. 
Ticking tfaepatii, tiber^fore^. tfaati was^most 
Uktfytb avoid Qbsefvalk>n^.hlS'xather akert- 
ed' thait eariteaed the villi^eu The wacriofs 
were still to be seen in the disttooei». by llie 
lading light of thefires^ 8taUdingfK>m: lodge 
to lodge. Bufc the children had sdiMindofMsd 
their sports for their beds^of skins^tamdl^tiie 
qtliet of night, wcis ahseady hefpxamg.A 
prevail over the tttrbidence «mI ttMijtemeitt 
of so bits3r add iinfioriaiit am eveni^igu * 

Ali6e i^evtved nnder ttte^ ienovatmg <in« 
flrfehce 6f die open air^ and as her phjrsiakl 
lAher than hbr mental powers had heeo 
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titie^^ubjecit of hemMaktidsd, she stood in 
iM>iie^ of liny explMifltion of that which 
bttl deoi^ped. 

^ ^'JNow let me make an effort to walk*/? 
fliie said; when thegr had entered the forest; 
blbiihingy though unseen, tiiat she had not 
bei^ sooner ablefo quit the artnsof Duncan; 
'• P aih, indeed, restcH^d/' ^ 
^*'Nay, Alice, you^ are yet too weak.** 
The maiden struggled gently to release 
het^elif, and the rductant iS!eywei!fd was 
compelled to{>artwith his pre^ioui^ but*then« 
9Sie fepresentMi ve of the bear bad oer- 
tttinly been dn entire stranger to tbe deli* 
<Wud eitk)ti6ni» of the lover, while his arms 
mciroled'hi)3 misiaress, and- he was, p^rhaps^ 
a stranger ateo^ to the nature of that &eling 
Ot ing^hnouB' «hame, that oppressed . the 
tl^mbling Alice, as^ they made siich. dUigent 
progress in their flight. Btet wheii^ he 
ftMlkd^ bimself at a suitable distabce from 
the lodges, he madb a halt^ and spoke on a 
smj^et elf which 'he vras thoroughly the 
««8ter. 

•"TPWspath will! lead' yoa to the broefe," 
iBi^BAdiy "ffidbwitsnori^em bank until you 
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come to a fall f mouut the hiH on yotir 
rights and you will see the fires of the othar 
people. There you must go» aqd 4^BUni 
protection } if they aie. true D^Wares^ 
you will be safe. A distant flight widi 
that gentle one^ just i|ow, is impossible. 
The Hurpns would follow up our trail, and 
master our scalps, before we had goC a 
dozen miles. Goi and Providence be with 
you." . 

'^ And you !" demanded Heywwd ib sur^ 
prise ; " surely we part not here !" 

'' The Hurons hold the pride of the 
Del^wares ; the last of the high blood of 
the Mohicans, i^ in their power l" returned 
the ^cout^ ; ** I go to see what CM be done 
in his favour. Had they mastered your 
scalp, major, a knave should Iwve fallen 
for evi^ry liair it held, as I promised i but 
if the young Sags^more. is to be led to the 
stake, the Indians shall see also how a man 
without ^ cross can die !" 

Not in the least offended with the de* 
cided preference that the sturdy woods- 
man gave to one who might id some d^ee 
be called the child of his adoption; Dihi^ 



can Still continued to. ui^ such reasons 
IgjMnsiso. desperate an e0brt as presented 
themselves. He was. aided by Alice^ who 
mingled her entreaties. with those of Hey^ 
ward» that he would abandon a resolution 
that promised so much danger, with such 
Utije hopes of success. Their eloquence 
and ingeni^ity were expended in vain. The 
scout heard them attentively, but impa« 
tiently, and finally closed the discussion by 
aa3wering, in a tone that instantly silenced 
Alice, while it told Heyward how fruitlesfiK 
any further remonstrances would be. 

" I have heard," he said, *^ that there is 
a feeling in youth, which binds man; tp 
woman, closer than the father is tied to 
the son. It may be so. I have seldom 
been where women of my colour dwell ; but 
such may be the gifts of nature in the set- 
tlements! You have risked life, and aU 
that is dear to you, to bring off this gentle 
one, and I suppose that some such dispo-* 

sition is at the bottom of it all. As for 

. . . • - 

me, I taught the lad the real character ^f 
a rifle ; and well has he paid me fop it I 
J have fou't at his side in many a bloody 
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i^rimtnage; and' so"^ lottg as I could hei^ 
tliecra<3b df his piece in one ear, andtbat 
<jf the Sagainort in fee other, I knew no 
enemy was on my back. Winters and 
summers, jilghte and^ days, have we roved 
tlrie wilderness in cmnpaiiy, eating of the 
same dish, one sleisprng while the other 
watched j and afore it shall be said that 
Uhcas was taken tx) the' torment, and I at 
hand^ — —There is but a i^ingle fiukr of u^ 
all, whatever maybe the colour of the skin ; 
knd^hlm I cairto witness — that befote the 
Mohican boy shall perish for the want of 
a friend, good faith shall depart the *arth, 
ana * killdeer' become as harmless as the 
tOotiiig we'pon of the singer !** 

Buncan relenased his hold on^tbe ann of 
the scout, who turned, and steadily retraced 
liis steps towards the Ibd^ges. i$fter pausing 
a momeirtr to gaze at his retirihg form, the 
successful and yet'soh'owfiil Hey ward, and 
His mistress, took their way togedier to- 
wards the distant village ofihe Delawarea: 
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CHAPTER IV. 



*« JiD/. L«ti&«.;|ik9 tte lion IM.''--^<AtMMMr'«4Y4%l £(!Mm/ 



^^twi«HirrA4^tN« tbe high resoluti^ 
of HhWk-^ye, lie :ftilly compreliended A\ 
tWe difficulties and dangers he was about 
to intur. In* his relSum to the catnp,\hiB 
acute and practised intellects were infeittly 
engaged in devising means to counteradt 
a watchfulness and suspicion on ttie part 
of his- enen$ies;f that he knew were in hq 
d^ee inferior to his Own. Nothing but 
Hi^ "colour of his dkin saved the lives df 
Magua and the conjuror, who would have 
been tiie first victims to his secmity; had 
Hot the scout believed such an act; how- 
ever' congenial it might be tbthe niatUre 
of an Itidian/tittferly unworthy of one who 
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boasted a descent from men that knew no 
cross of blood. Accordingly, he trusted 
to the withes and ligaments with which he 
had bound his captives, and pursued his 
way directly towards the centre of the 
lodges. 

As he approached the buildings, his steps 
became more deliberate, and his vigilant 
eye suffered no sign whether friendly or 
hostile, to escape him. A n^lected hut 
was a little in advance of the others, and 
appeared a& though it had been deserted 
when half completed^-most probably on 
account of faiUng in some of the more 
important requisites; such as. of wood of 
water. A faint Jight glimmered through 

• 

its cracks, however, and. announced, that 
notwithstanding its imperfect structure, it 
was not now without a tenant. Thither, 
then^ the scout proceeded, like a prudent 
genera], who was about to feel the ad- 
vanced positions of his enemy, before be 
hazarded bis main attack. 

Throwing himself int^ a suitable piosture 
for the beast he represented, Hawk*«ye 
crawled tp a little opening, where he might 
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eommand a view of the interior. It proved 
to be the abiding-place of David Gamuts 
Hither the faithful singing-master had now, 
brought himself^ together with all his, 
s<»rrows, his apprehensions, and his meek: 
dependence on the protection of Provi** 
dence. , At the precise moment when . his: 
uogainly person came under the observa*: 
lion of the scout, in the manner just men-^ 
lAotedy the woodsman himself, though in 
bis.assumed character, was the subject -of 
the solitary being's profoundest reflections* 
However implicit the faith of Datid 
was in the performance of ancient miracles,, 
he eschewed the belief of any direct super-> 
aattiral. agency in the management of 
modern morality. In other words, while 
he had implicit faith in the' ability of Ba- 
laam's ass to speak, he was somewhat scep-^^ 
tical on the subject of a bear's swinging ; 
and yet he had been assured of the latter^ 
on the testimony of his own exquisite 
organs ! There was something in his aic 
and manner^ that betrayed to the scout the 
utter : confusion of the state of his mind. 
He^. was seat^.on a pile of brushy a few 



thdgs frDHi vidueh' ocaUiondi^fed iiurdoir 
fire^iN^idi Im iieadJensiitig:^ ati>hk ardi»cia «r 
p0Btutie iof melancboly Itol9il^^^ Themsh 
teme of the votaiFy'of mtisiCiradiundeigoBe 
no^other altemti^ncfram that so latefy de. 
Sicrifaed, . except, that hei had ccmcfffed fais^ 
haiUbeakirvfrith.thettd^^ ^diitsh 

had > tBsk proved suffieieixtty aUuring t& eai^ 
oite:th9 rcnipidifcy^ ofanj .of hk' eap^ 

Tte ingenibDEift Hawfc*d;re» who recaUed' 
ilte JbaBt^ manner in. which tiie: otinsr hadi 
afaawdoiifcd^ his post at the bed-side af ^ 
sick woitxan^ was not wUUqfitihiasiia|iiQim»5 
cQUoenringrtfie subjeast of ao mmk s(de»Br 
ddiiberation,. ' First nii&ihg. tba omhat ^ 
ihe hut, and ascei^ning. that it statod 
^mte ajbdne, and that the. charaoter ei ita 
inmate waslikdy to protdctitiirbm^vhitdfl^ 
h^'^seniuiredrthroisgh ibi. Jew door,. iiit6 the 
y^ presenoe of (j^ict The positioii> of 
the^ latter brought liie fii^ between theiar}: 
lAdiudien Hawk-eye had seated himself en 
ehd/aiett a iMnute ela^d» dbringwhidi 
^ >two Bshiaitaied T^rding.eaate otibuBr 
widimt. sposakhig^ The suddehosas »nA 
tiii£ ]iatdi:e t>f . the surpri^ had nesiriy 



]tar(h^<¥Ob mudi for— we ^iil trot say thfe 
I»hik»d]lhy-^btit for the* faith and t^soltr- 
tioti ef Ela¥id; He fambkd for his pitd^ 
pipe, antl-^ atcM «^th a conibiied intentla^ 
0(f a(tfeMp(iii{^ a mdi^cal elordsttif. 

" Da*fc atid mj^terieftts menrter !" He eifc- 
cBnlmedi Whitft Mrith tr^mblibg hand§ he 
fflspdSfed tft^ Hft auixfliary eyes, Attd sou^ 
his never^ftiling resource in trmiblfe, the 
gffl^ version of 4Jife Psalms 3 •* I know hot 
your natfirfr nor intents ; butif'aiiglrt yoii 
iW^fesrte agaiiist tfie person and rights of 
orie rfthe humblest servants of thfe temple, 
Ifette^;^ thcrin^red language of the^youtli 
(tf Israeli and repent*' 

'Wife bear shook His shaggy sides in an 
inexpflcablb emotibn, atad then a w^U 
l^ihi^ Voice replied-^ 

**Pufe up yourtbolihg we'pon, and^teaeH 
your throat modesty. Five words df '^ttSn 
and ictemprclhendiblfct Engfisli, are worth, 
just nbw, kf\ hour oFi^qualling/*' ^ . ' 

''Vniat art ttimi?*' demanded TJkvtS^ 
uttieiiy dfiqualffied' to pursue his onginal 
inttentiion, and nearly gasping for breath. 

^^'Aman Hke yourself j and one whose 
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blood is as little tainted by the cross of $ 
bear as your own. Have you so soon for- 
gotten from whom you received the foolish 
instrument yon hold in your hand T' 

*^ Can these things be ?" returned Davids 

breathing more freely, as the truth be^n 

to dawn upon him^ ** I have found many 

marvels during my sojourn with the heathen, 

4)ut surely, nothing to excel this !" 

^*Conie, come/* returned Hawk-eye, 
nncasing hra honest countenance, the 
better to assure the wavering confidence 
of his Companion ; ^^ you may see a skin, 
which, if it be not as white as one of the 
gentle ones, has no tinge of red to it, that 
the winds of the heaven and the sun have 
not bestowed. Now let us to business*" 

** First tell me of the maiden, and of the 
youth who so bravely sought her,'* inter- 
rupted David- 

" Ay, they are happily freed from the 
tomahawks of these varlets ! But can you 
put me on the scent of Uncas?** 

^ The young man is in bondag^* and 
much I fear is his death decreed. I greatly 
mourn, that one so well disposed should 
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me m his ignorance, and I have sought a 
gOkxUy hymn-—" 

** Can you lead me to him ?** 

" The task will not be difficult/' returned 
' David, hesitating ; " though I greatly fear 
yolif presence would rather increase than 
mitigate Ms unhappy fortunes." 

** No more words, but lead on/' returned 
Hawk-eye, concealing his face again, and 
setting the example in his own person, hy 
instantly quitting the lodge. 

As they proceeded, the scout ascertained 
that his companion found access to Uncas, 
under privilege of his imaginary infirmity, 
tided by the favour he had acquired with 
one of the guards, who, in consequence of 
speaking a little English, had been selected 
by David as the subject of a religious con* 
version. How far the Huron <Knnpi^« 
bended the intentions of his new friend may 
well be doubted ; but as exclusive attention 
is as flattering to a savage as to a more 
civilized Individual, it had, assuredly, pro- 
duced the effect we have mentioned. It 
is unnecessary to repeat the shrewd man^ 
neriiritb which the scout extracted these 
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pBii^Qvi^LVB Scfm tib^r simp}^ X)m4 oelth^ 

shall we dwells in this place, oQ.th^va^^wre 
of the instructions hp d6Uvj^1^d,;wbe^.com- 
ipli^ely master of: all tb^iiea/e3$;a^£|i$t^» as 
thj^ whqi0 will be t$nSicieatiy espisu^qd to 
tlie reii4^ io tl|e cour^e^ of tbet na^i^aiti^^ 

The lodge in wiiif^h TJacm^^waS cp^fti^df 

was in the very c^^^ of the yilJagQ, and 

ija -a situatioQa perhaps, more, difficult thap 

my other: to^approa^ otr leaye witlK)** ob- 

aervation. But it waa not the poliejr of 

I^f^wk-^e to slW&^ tfa^ iea^t ico^peakl^nt. 

I^i^umkig m hi3 disp^to^:aAdhki abSife}' 

tp auAtaia the ebaraeAer h^ had a^siuorad, 

:li£'to^ the mpat plain .ad»d direct 'iQfi;d;e' to 

the p)Uce. The hour, howjev^; a£>£ded 

: him some little of that prpt^ctioB, wUiishhe 

..'WS'^i^red so much to doftpis^^ 'S^lMrbojs 

^»Fi8 .ajready buricfd iiJ.ste^Kand att the 

vf^ingQ, and;q[iQg[t:o/.the waracms, h^iBm 

r^ttPed to th^B.lodg^ for the laight. iEt^r 

w, five pf the latter> oirfy, }ingei^ 4d>otft 

, the ddoAof thjs piison of Uncaa^ wasy^.imt 

ploa^robiervftrs'^tbe «ia»fter oCthtir o^ 

i^t th9 sight j(^^@amut,tecompa9iied fey 



Qoe. m the! well Jpoo wix maOKpmade o£ tiieir 
most distiiiguiabed coBJiirory thej Budify 
Mldeia|)asaa9Bitoithe entsaace. Skill, theijr 
botnigred ao kitentiiim to .depart. Oa. the 
olhca: Isind^ they were eridendj di^osed 
to remain bound to the place by an'jadiii- 
tiMaiiiBte]:est iu themysteribB&monimeries 
that ihey/ of course^ expected from; siidi; sa 
' visit. From the total inabilify ofibe scout 
totddnesaihe Hunms^ in tkeir own Jan- 
guage» he was tnunpeUedto trust the ottB- 
vecsatiott entirely to iihifvid. Notwithstaail- 
iQg the sim|)licity of the latter, he did:aBl- 
pk jit^ice to die inatriK^tions he ^sd a«- 
eeived, more than fulfilUng the steongest 
i^^pes of his teacher; 

*^ The BelamtaLfiea. are women I" iie; dx- 
claimed, addressing' himself to the soira^, 
who had a slight understanding of tibeiaa*^ 
^agein whicfa he^spoke; ^ the Yengeese, 
my foolish countrymen, have told tbem: to 
take up th^ topnihamdc^ and; stxifca dJiyeir 
fatiifip in tbe Canadas, and they haue-ifor- 
gotten their sex. iDbes my* farotfaes wish to 
hear/ le Cerf Agik ' adc for htafietticoats, 
and a£se hin^ weep before ib% Huroos^ at 
tbe<*tefcer 



^6 r TBi^JJiMT "cat 

The exchtmatioD, ** hugh," delivered:^]),: 
a strong tone of assent, smnounced the gra- 
tificaiion the savage would receive, in wit- 
nessing such an exhibition of weakness in 
an enemy so long hated and so much 
- feared. 

^* Then let him step aside, and the cun- 
ning man will blow upon the dog ! Tell it 
to my brothers/' 

The Huron explained the meanifig of 
David to his fellows, who, in their turn, 
listened to the project with that sort of sa- 
tisfaction, that their untamed spirits might 
be expected to find, in such a refinement 
in cruelty* They drew back a little from 
the entrance, and motioned to the supposed 
-conjuror, to enter. But the bear, instead 
of obeying, maintained the iseat it had 
taken, and growled. 

'<The cunning teian is afraid that bis 
bceath will blow upon his brothers, and 
take away their courage, too,'' ccmtinued 
I>avid, . improving the hint he received ; 
•^ they must stand further off/' 

The Hurons, who' would have deemed 
such a misfortune the heaviest calaoiity 
that could befall them, fell back in a body. 
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iakii^ a position where idiejriirwe out of 
ear-shot, thoxigh, sA ishe same time, th^ 
could xooiBiand a view of the entrance to 
the lodge. Then^ as if ..satisfied of their 
safety, ike scout left his position, and 
skmlj entered the place. It was silent and 
gloomy, being tenanted solely by die cap-r 
tire, ;andiigbted by the dying embers of a 
&e, .which had been usedibr the purposes 
ofcadcwy.' 

.Uncus occupied a distant corner, in a 
teolining attitude, being rigidly bound, 
both hands and feet, by strong and painful 
witibes. When the ^frightful object Atst 
presented itself to the young Mohican, he 
did not 'deign to bestow a single glance 
on ihe aaimaL The scout who had left 
David at the door, to a^ertain they were 
not observed/ thought it prudent to pre- 
serve his disguise until assured of their pri- 
m,cy. Instead of speaking, therefore, he 
exerted himself to enact one of llie antics 
q£ the animal he represented. The young 
Mohican, who, at fii^t, believed his enemies 
iiad setit in a real beast to tcrnn^it him, 
MAibry his nerves^ detected, in those per- 

VOL. in, F 
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fontaances. that to Heyward had appeared 
so accurate, certain blemishes that at once 
betrayed the counterfeit. Had Hawk-eye 
been aware of the low estimation in which 
the more skilful Uncas held his representa^ 
tionsf, he would^ probably, have prolonged 
the entertainment a little in pique. But 
the scornful expression of the young man's 
eye^ admitted of so many constructions^ 
that the worthy scout was spared the 
mortification of such a discovery. As 
soon, therefore, as David gave the precon* 
certed signal, a low, hissing sound was 
heard in tlie lodge, in place of the fierce 
growlingsofthebear. 

Uncas had cast his body back against 
the wall of the hut, and closed his eyes, as 
if willing to exclude such contemptible arid 
disagreeable objects from his sight. But 
ithe moment the noise of tlie serpent was 
heard, he arose, and cast his looks on each 
side of him, bending his head low, and 
turning it inquiringly in every direction^ 
until his keen eye rested on the shaggy 
moiister, where it remained riveted, as 
though ^fixed by the power of a charm; 
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V 

AgBiU the; same sounds were reipeated, evi^ 
dently proceeding from the mouth of the 
beast Once more the eyes of the youth 
roamed over the interior of the lodge, and 
returning to their former resting-place, he 
dttered, in a deep, suppressed voice, the 
usual exclamation — 
^ ^^Hugh!" V . * 

" Cut his bands,'* said Hawk-eye to 
David, who just then approached them. 
- The singer did as he was ordered^ and ' 
XJncas found his limbs released. At the 
isame nlioment, the dried skin of the animal 
rattled hurriedly, and presently the scout 
arose to his feet, in his proper person. The 
Mohican appeared to comprehend the 
nature of the attempt his friend had made, 
intuitively ; neither tongue nor feature be- 
trayed another symptom of surprise. Wheh 
Hawk-eye had cast his shaggy vestment, 
.^hich was done by simply loosing certain 
thongs of skin, he drew a long glittering 
knife, and put it in the hands of Uncas. 

'* The red Hurons are without,*' he said ; 
"let us be ready." 

At the same time, he laid his finger sig" 

F 2 
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uificantly on aoothjer similar weappti ; bptk 
being the fruits df hisprowess araong their 
enenoies during th^ eveniiig. 
, " We will go !'* said Unca& 

'^' Whither?'^ 

'" To the Tortoises — ^th^yare tb$ children 
of my grandfathers !** 

" Ay, lad," said the scout in^nglish^ a 
language he was apt to use whien a/ little 
abstra<5ted in mind ; '^ th/e same blood runs 
in your veins, I believe; but time and dis- 
tance has a little changed its colour ! 
What ^h$ll we do with the Mingoes at the 
door ! They coupt six, and this singer h 
as good as nothing/* 

^* The Huronaare boasters !" said Uncas, 
scornfully ; *' their * totem' is a moose ; and 
they run like snails. Tlie Delawares are 
children of the tortoise ; and they outstrip 
the deer!*' 

•^' Ay, lad, there is: truth in what you say ; 
and I doubt not, op a rush, you would pais 
the whole nation ; and in a straight race df 
two miles, woiild be in, and get your breath 
again, afbre a knave of them all was within 
hearing of the other village ! But the .gift 



of a white man lies more in hia arms than 
in his legs. As- for myself^ I can brain a 
Huron as well as a better man» but when 
it come? to a race^ the knaves would prove 
too mto^h for me/' 

tineas, who had alread^p* approached the 
door, in readiness to lead^ the way, now 
recoiled^ and placed himself once more. in 
the bottom of the lodge. But Hawk-eye, 
wlia vfsis too much occupied with his own 
thoughts to^ note the movement, continued 
speaking more to himself than to his^ com*' 
panion. ^* After sjl/' he said, **it iaunrea^ 
aooable to keep^ one man i^ bondi^ to the 
^fts of another. So^ ITncas, you hadbetfapr 
take the le:^, while I will put on the skin 
a^iin, a3»t la^st to cunniQg foi? wsmt of 
speed;'"^ 

The young Mohican made no reply, but 
^piiiedy folded his^ ajrms, and leaned hiil 
body against one of the upright posts that 
eappwted the wall of the hut 

??Well,'- said ihe scout, Ibdcing up at 
hkn, iasome surprise, " why do you tarry j 
there wili be time enough for me, as the 
knaves will gb^e duase to you at first." 
. f* Uncas wiU stay,'* was tfaie catm reply. 
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' "For what?'* 

" To fight \<rith his father's brother/ and 
die with the friend of the Delawares." '; 

" Ay, lad,'' returned Hawkreye> squeezing 
the hand of Uncas betweto Ms own iron fin? 
gers; " 'twould have been more like a Miogo 
than a Mohicanj^ had you left me. But I 
thought I would make the offer/ seeing 
that youth commonly loves life. Well; 
what can't be done by mai» courage^ in 
war, must be done by circumvention.' Put 
on the skin-rl doubt ridt you can play tihe 
bear nearly as well aiJ myself.'* ' 
c Whatever sA^ht have been th6 private 
opinion of tJacas of Iheii- reiq)ectiviB abifi-^ 
ties, in this partici^r, his grave countenance 
jnanifestedno opinionof his own saiper^ority; 
He silently and expeditiously encased 
himself in the covering of the beast, and 
then awaited such otlier movements as his 
more aged companion saw fit to dictate. 

** Now, friend," said Hawk^ye, address-^ 
ing David, "an exchange of \garments 
will be a great convenience to you, inas'«> 
much. as you are but little accustomed to 
the niake-shifts of the wilderness^ Heri6« 
take my hunting shirt and cap, and^give 
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me your blanket and hat You must trust 
me :wlth the book and spectacles, as well as 
Ihe tooter,,too ; if we ever meet again, in 
better times, you shall have all back again, 
vdth^many thanks in Ihe bargain/' 
;. Dayid parted with the several articles 
^med with a readiness that would have 
4one great credit to his liberality, had he 
iiot certainly profited, in many particulars, 
by the exchange* Hawk-eye was not long 
iq assuming his borrowed garments ; and 
wben his. keen, restless eyes were hid 
behind fiie glasses, and his head was sur- 
fQOunted by the triangular beaver, as their 
statures were not dissimilar, he might 
j^'eadily have passed for the singer, by star- 
light. As soon as these. dispositions were 
Idluie, the scout turned to David and gave 
biQi his parting instructions. 

; **Are you much given to cowardice?" 
he bluntly asked, by way of obtaining a 
suitable understanding of the whole case, 
before he ventured a prescription. 

» **My pursuits are peaceful, and my 
temper^ I humbly trust, is greatly given to 
ipercy and love,^' returned David, a little 
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nettled at so direi^t an attb^ on M»' flias^ 
hood| ^^ bat tJt^te are none wiio cimi s&iy> 
t&at I ha^e ever fbrgotten my fait^ iK Am^ 
iMd^ ^^m M the greatest sttsH^i^ 

'^Your diiifeM dan^ev will b& at tli€ 
moment when l^e' sav^^ find dttt tEat 
th^ have he&n demved; If you^ aTO.nM 
diien knocked on th^ bead, fom b^infg'a 
non^-cottipoi^sur will protect yon^ ai^ you'll 
then ha«re good rea»oi^ to expect to ^ in 
yoiirbi^d. If yoo stay, it ftmsttetodit 
down here in the shadow; and take f&ff 
part of Uncas, nnt^ snch time as the ca» 
ning of th^ Indians drover Ifie dbesnif 
n^^eny as I ha^re a^i%ady i^idv yfovsc tii»$ 
of tiial will <^ottie; So choodis^ ^yowuAf^ 
to tiiake a nj^hy or tarry hefe.** 

**Eveti so/' said David ftttifyj ^Iti4d 
abide in the place of the Delaware ; hi^AV^ 
ami generotisly has he battled in tAyhthsiif^ 
atad this, and more will t dare in his* service*** 

'^ You have spoken as a man, and Hke^ 
one who, under wise^ Si^hoolfexg, wo^bM- 
have been brought to better things. Hcdd 
your head down, and draw in yonr }eg^-$ . 
their Ibrmation might tell the trutH too* 



early* Kesp silent as iong as may be ; aiid 
it would be wise when ybu do speak, to 
jbreak out suddenly in otie of yottr shoutings^ 
wbi^h \vfll ^%eTvt to remind the Indians that 
you aire not altogether ad ^responsible as 
m^i should be. If, however, they take 
ytmr scaip, as I trust and brieve they will 
notf depend on it, Uricas and I will not 
lOTget the deed, but revenge it, as becomes 
*true warriors and trusty friends/' 

*' Held !" said David perceiving that with 
this assurance they were about to leave him; 
^^ I am an unworthy and humble follower 
'of one, who taught not the damnable prin- 
ciple of revenge. Should I fall, therefore, 
«eek no victims to my manes, but rather 
forgive my destroyers ; and if you remeiri- 
iier theni at all, let it be in prayers for the 
enlightening of their minds, and for thelir 
leCemal wdfareP 

The scout he&hated, and appeared to 
iJQuse deeply. 

. ^ There is a principle in that/^ he said, 
-«« different ftom the law of the woods ! ,and 
yet it is fair and noble to reflect upon i" 
THjen, heaving u heavy sigh, probably 

' r 3 
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among the last he ever drew in pioi^^i^ 
the condition he had sp long abandooe^ 
he added — "It is what I woyld wish to 
practise myself, as one withoilt a cf^ 
of blood, though it is not always easy to 
deal with an Indian, as you would with 9 
fellow christian. God Bless you, irie^; 
I do believe your scqnt is not greatly 
wrong, when the matter is duly considered 
and keeping eternity before ;the eyes^ 
though much depends on the natural g^, 
And the force of temptation.^' ^ ' : 

So saying, tlK^ scout returned, and shook 
David cordially by the hand; after which 
act of friendship, he immediately left the 
Ipdge, attended by the new repres^ntativi^ 
of the beast. 

The i^tant Hawk-eye found himself 
under the observation of the Hurons, he 
drew up bis tall form in the rigid mam^r 
,ot David,Hhrew out his arm in the aqt of 
keeping time, and commenced, what h^ 
intended for an imitation of his psalmody* 
Happily, for the success of this delipate 
adventure, he .had to deal with vears bihit 
^little practised in the concord of sweet 
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SKMinds^ or the miserable effort would infal«* 
Ubly have been detected. It was necessary 
to pass within a dangerous proximity of 
ihe dark grbup of savages, and the voice 
pf . the scout grew louder as they drew 
Qsgher. When at the nearest point, the 
Huron, who spoke the English, thrust out 
an arm, and stopped the supposed singing* 
master* 

" The Delaware dogl** he said, leaning 
forward, and peering through the dim light 
po catch the expression of the other's 
features; "is he afraid? will the Huroi» 
hear his groans?^' 

. A growl, so exceedingly fierce end natu- 
ral proceeded from the beast, that the 
young, Indian released bis hold, and started 
aside, as if to assure himself that it was not 
a veritable bear, and no counterfeit, that 
^as rolling before him. Hawk-eye, who 
l^red his voice would betray him to his 
subtle enemies, gladly profited by the in- 
terruption, to break out anew, in such a 
,l>urst of musical expression, as. would, 
probably, in a more refined state of society, 
haye been termed a "grand crash.*' Aienong , 
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\M actual auditors, however, it flreiely gsve 
him an additional claim ta tbdt re^et^ 
which tliey never withhold from siacb ae afier 
believed to be the subjects of ixfeental aliemP 
tioB. The Itttie kmyt of Iirdiailis drew bicl^/ 
in a body, and suffered, as they thoag^ 
the conjuror and his inspired assistant to 
proceed. 

It required no common exercise oifyf^ 
tude in Uncas ahd the scout^ to eontitiue 
the dignified and deliberate pdee^ tfcey h^d 
assrtmed in passing the lodges j eipcididiy^ 
» they immediately perceived^ thatdif^i^^ 
had so far mastered fear, as to indiic^ thi^ 
watchers Ui iqiproach the hut) in ordei" to 
fitness th^ effdct of the incantdtion. Th^ 
least injudicidits or impatietft movemfitit^oi 
the part of David might betray thefn, and 
time was absolutely necessary to insure Utt 
safety of the sicout The loud noise tite 
latter conceived it politic to continue,' drew 
many curious gazers to the doors of -tike 
.diffen^nt bi^ts^ as they passed; and once or 
iwice a dark looking warrior stepped actdsa 
their path, kd to the act by soperstitioii oir 
■ watchfulness* They Were not, howevW*, 
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itttie^rtrpted ; fhe darlcness of the hour, atitl 
the boldness of the attempt, proving their^ 
pfindpal fHends, 

The adrentnrers had got clear of the 
i^Slage, and were now swiftly approaching^ 
the shdter of the woods, when a loud and 
long cry arose from the lodge where Uncas 
had been confined. The Mohican started 
on his feet and shook his shaggy covering, 
as though the animal he counterfeited was 
about to make some desperate effort. 

** Hold !*' said the scout, grasping his 
friend by the shoulder, ** let them yell 
again [ 'Twas nothing but their wonder- 
ment*' 

He had no occasion to delay, for at the 
next instant a burst of cries filled the outer 
air, and ran along the whole extent of the 
village. Uncas cast his skin, and stepped 
forth in his own lofty and beautiful pro- 
portions. Hawk-eye tapped him lightly on 
the shoulder, and glided ahead. 

"Now let the devils strike our scent!" 
said the scout, tearing two rifles, with all 
their attendant accoutrements from beneath 
a bush, and flourishing 'kill deer\as tie 
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handed Uncas a weapon ; *^ two, at least; 
will find it to their deaths/' 

Then throwing their pieces to a long trail, 
like sportsmen in readiness for their game, 
they dashed forward, and were soon buried 
in the sombre darkness of the forest. 
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CHAPTER V. 



^Jnt. I •ball remember ; 

When Cmar mjtb, ^ tkU, it it performed." 



The impatience of the savages who 
lingered about the prison of Uncas, as has 
been seen, had overcome their dread of the 
conjuror's breath. They stole cautiously, 
and with beating hearts, to a crevice, through 
which the faint light of the fire was glim^ 
mering. For se^'eral minutes, they mistook 
the form of David for that of their prisoner^ 
but the very accident which Hawk-eye had 
foreseen, occurred. Tired of keeping tbf- 
extremities of his long person so near tpg0> 
ther, the singer gradually sufiered the lower 
limbs to extend themselves, until one of 
his misshapen feet actually.came in contact 
.with, and shoved aside the embers of ^thf 
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fire. At first, the Hurons believed tiie 
Delaware had been thus deformed by 
witchcraft. But when David, unconsci- 
ous of being observed, turned his head, 
and exposed his simple, mild countenance, 
in plac6 of the stern and haughty lineaments 
rf their prisoner, it would have exceeded 
the credulity of even a native . to have 
doubted any longer. They^ rushed toge- 
ther into the lodge, and laying their hands, 
with but little ceremony, on their captive, 
immediately detected the imposition. Then 
«ffose the cry first heard by the fugitives. 
It was succeeded by the most frantic and 
aogry demonstration of vengeance. David, 
however firm in his determination to cover 
ihe retreat of his friends, wasnow compelled 
to believe that his own final hour had come. 
Dt^rived of his book and his pipe, he was 
fain to trust to a memory that rarely failed 
liim on such subjects, and breaking fortk 
in a loud and impassioned strain, he endear 
voored to smooth bis passage into the otbeft 
world; by singing the opening verse of a 
^Fbtieral aiithem. . The Indians were season- 
^Hy reminded of his infirmity, and rushing 
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int6 ihe op«a atr^ tJiey aroused the villkge 
in the manner desedhed. 

A niative warrior fights as he sleeps*^ 
mlbaiit the proteietion of any thing defend 
sive» The sounds^ of the alarm were, therei- 
fore, havdljr uttered, before two hundred 
aoen were aibot, and ready for the battle ot 
the chase, as either might be required. 
The escape was soon known, and the whole 
tdhe crowded in a body around the council 
lodge, impatiently awaiting the instruction 
of liieir chiefi. In such a sudden demand 
on their wisdom, the presence of the cun^ 
wiDg^ Magua could scarcely fail of beinj^ 
needed. His name was mentioned, and all 
looked round in wonder^ that he did not 
9pff%Bit. Messengers were then dispatched 
t0 hiB lodge requiring his presence. 

In the mean time, «ome of the swiftest 
amd most discreet of the young men were 
ordered to make the circuit of the clearings 
undet eorer of the wood«, in order to ascer- 
tain that their suspected neighbours, the 
Ddawares, designed no mischief. Women 
and children ran to and fro; and, in shorti 
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the whole encampment exhibited zooQiei 
scene of wild and savage confusion.- Gradu^. 
ally, however, these symptoms- of disorder 
.diminished, and in a few minutes the oldest 
jwd most distinguished chiefs were assem* 
bled in the lodge, in grave consultation • 
' The clamour of maqyvoicessoonannoun* 
ced that a party approached, who might be 
expected to communicate some intelligence 
that would explain the mystery of the novel 
surprise. The crowd without gave way, 
and several warriors entered the place,, 
bringing with them the hapless conjuror^ 
who had been left so long by the scout in 
such a painful duresse. 

Notwithstanding this man was held in. 
very unequal estimation among the HuroXM, 
some believing implicitly in his power, and 
others deeming him an impostor, he was 
now listened to by all, with the deepett 
attention. When his brief story .wasended, 
the father of the sick woman stepped fiarth, 
and in a few pithy expressions, related, in 
his turn, what he knew. . These two narra^. 
tives gave a proper direction to the subse-t 
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qixent inquiries, which were now miNk 
with the characteristic gravity and cunning 
of the savages. i 

Insteiid of rushing in a confused ted 
disorderly throng to the cavern, ten of the 
wisest and firmest aniong the chiefs were 
selected to prosecute the investigation. A3 
.no time was to be lost, the instant the 
choice was niade, the individuals appointed 
rose^ ill a body, and left the place withr 
put speaking. On reaching the entrance; 
the younger men in advance made way lior 
tlieir seniors, and the whole proceeded aljong 
the low, dark gallery, with the firmness of 
warriors ready to devote themselves to tlie 
public good, though, at the same timc^ 
secretly doubting the nature of the power 
with whiqh they were about to contend* 

The outer apartment of the cavern was 
silent arid gloomy. The woman lay in her 
usual place and posture, though there were 
those present who had just affirmed they 
had seen her borne to the woods^ by the 
supposed ** medicine of the white men.'f 
Such a direct and palpable contradiction o^* 
the tale related by the father, caused s^^ 
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^TfeS' to/ be tamed upon biai. Chaftd by 
the silent impotation,. and inwardly troubled 
by so unaccountable a circumstancei tbe 
dbief advanced to the side of the bed, and 
stooping cast an incredulbus look at the 
features, as if still distrusting their reality. 
His daughter was dead. 

The unerring feeling c^ nature for a 
Mfoment prevailed^ and the old warrior hid 
kifr eyes in sorrow and disappolBtnient. 
TTien recovering his self-possession, he 
ft.ced his companions, and'pointing towards 
the corpse, he said^ in the language of his 
people — 

** The wife of my young man has left us ! 
4he Great Spirit is angry with his children.'' 

The mournful intelligence was received 
in -solemn silence. After a- short pauses one 
of the elder Indians was about to speak, 
when adark looking object was seen rolling 
out of an adjoining apartment inta the 
Very centre of the room^ where they stood. 
%nQrant of the nature of the beings thej 
bad to deal with, the whole party drew 
back a little, and gazed in admiration, un^ 
til the object fronted the Hght^ and rising 
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£r^htful]y oH eod, exhibited the distorted, 
but still fierce and sullen, featufes of Ma- 
goa. The discovery was succeeded by 9 
loud and general exclamation of amaze-* 
ment* 

As soon, however, as the true situation 
of the chief was understood, several ready 
knives appeared, and his limbs and tongue 
Di^re quickly released. The Huron arose, 
and shook himself like a lion quitting his 
lair. Not a word, escaped him, though his 
hand played convulsively- with the handle 
of his knife, while hi^ lowering ^es scanned 
tbe whole party, as if they sought an object 
suited to the first burst of his vengeance. 

It was happy for Uncas and the scou^ 
and even David, that they w^re all beyond 
the reach of his arm at such a moment, for 
assuredly, no refinement in cruelty would 
then have deferred. their deaths, in opposi- 
tioti to the prbmptingsof the fierce tempw 
that nearly choaked him. Meeting every 
where faces that he knew as. friends, the 
savage grated his teeth together, like rasps 
of iron, and swallowed his passion, for 
waot of a victun on whom' io vent it. 
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This exhibition of anger was keetily noted 

by all present, and from an s^prehension 

of exasperating a temper that was already 

chafed nearly to madness, several minutes 

were suffered to pass before another word 

was uttered, Wheo, however, suitable 

time had elapsed, the oldest of the party 

spoke. 

. " My friend has found an enemy !'* htf 

said* ^' Is he nigh, that the Hurons may 

iake revenge !'* 

f '*Let the Delaware die 1" exclaimed 

Magua, in a voice of thunder. 

: Another long and expressive silence ^as 

observed, and was broken, as before, with 

^ue precaution, by the same individual. 

** The Mohican is swift of foot, and leaps 
far,'' he said j ^* but my young men are on 
;hi3 trail." 

. ^* Is he gone ?'' demanded Magua, in tones 
s^o deep and guttural, that they seemed to 
proceed from hisvinmost chest. 

^\ An evil spirit has been among us, and 
the Delaware has blinded our eyes." 

•^An evil spirit!'* repeated the other, 
bitterly ; ^^ 'tis the spirit that has taken the 
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lives of lio many Hurons. The spirit that 
slew my young men at * the tumbling river j' 
that took their scalps at the ^ healing spring;' 
^nd who has, now, bound the arms of le 
Renard Subtil !'' 
" Of whom does my friend speak ?" 
" Of the dog who carries the heart arid 
cunning of a Huroti under a pale skin— la 
Longue Carabine." 

The pronunciation of so terrible a name, 
produced the usual effect among his audi- 
tors. But when time, was given for reflect 
tion, and the warriors remembered that 
their formidable and daring enemy had 
even been in the bosom of their encamp* 
ment, working injury, fearful rage took the 
place of wonder, and all those fierce 
passions with which the bosom of Magust 
had just been struggling, were suddenly 
transferred to his companions. Some 
among them gnashed their teeth in anger, 
others vented their feelings in yells, and 
some, again, beat the air as frantically, aii 
if the object of their resentment was sufc 
fering under their blows. But this sudden 
outbreaking of temper, as quipkly subsided 
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in the still and sullen sestiiaint thejr most 
affected in their moments of inaction. 

Magna, who bad, in his turn, found 
leisure for. a little reflection, now changed 
his manner^ and assumed the air of one who 
knew how to think and act with a digility 
Worthy of so grave a subjects 

^ Let us go io .my people," h]e said ; 
" they wait for us." 

His companions consented, in silence, 
and the whole of the savage piu'ty lefl the 
cavern, and returned to the council lodge. 
When they were seated, all their eyes 
turned on Magua, who understood, from 
such an indication, that, by common consent 
they had devolved the duty of relating 
what had passed on him. He arose, and 
told his tale, without duplicity or res^ra^ 
tion* The whole deception practised by 
both Duncan and Hawk-eye, was, of course, 
laid naked.; and no room was found, even 
for the most superstitious of the tribe^ any 
longer to affix a doubt on the cfiaracter of 
thet occurrences^ It was but too apparent, 
that they had been insultingly, shamefuUy» 
diagracefullyi deceived. When he had 
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tsdedj and remmed his sett^ tbe collected 
tribe — £oi his auditors, in substance, in-* 
dnded all the fighting men of the part j~*sate 
regarding each other Eke men astonished 
equally at the audacity and the success of 
(heir eaennes* The next conaderation, 
however, ». th. »«. .»i opportumtio 
for revenge* 

Additional pursuers were sent on the trail 
of die fugitives ; and then the chiefs applied 
thansdves in earnest to the business of con* 
saltation. Man j difibrent expedients were 
proposed by the elder warriors, in success 
sion, ta all of which Magna was a silent 
and respectful listener. That subtle savage 
had recovered his artifice andsel^ommand, 
and now proceeded towards faisr object with 
his customary caution and skill. It was 
only when each one disposed to s^eak had 
uttered his sentiments, that he prepared to 
advance his own opinions. They were 
given with additional weighty from^ the cir- 
cumstance, that «ome of the runners had 
already returned, and reported, that tibeir 
enemies had been traced so fiu*, as to leave 
no doubt of their having sought safety in 
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the neighbouring camp of their suspected 
allies, the Delawares. With the advantage 
of possessing this important intelligencei 
the chief warily laid his plans before his 
fellows, and, as might have been anticipated 
from his eloquence and cunning, they were 
adopted without a dissenting voice. They 
were, briefly, as follows^ both in opinions 
iind in motives. 

It has been already stated, that in obe« 
dience to a policy rarely departed from» 
the sisters were separated so soon ais they 
reached the Huron village^ Magna iiad 
early discovered, that in retaining the 
person of Alice, he possessed the niost 
effectual check on Cora* When they 
parted, therefore, he kept the former within 
reach of his hand, consigning the one he 
most valued to the keeping of the allies. 
The arrangement was understood to be 
merely temporary, and was made as much 
with a view to flatter his neighbours, as in^ 
obedience to the invariable rule of Indian 
policy. 

While goaded, incessantly, by those re- 
vengeful impulses that in a savage seldom 
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Mumper, the xjhief was still attentive to his 
more permanent, personal interests. The 
billies aiid cMoyalty committed in his youth> 
>vere to he expiated hy a long and painful 
penance, ere he could be Restored to thfe 
full et^oy{n€Ait of the confidence of his 
ancient people ; and without confidence, 
there could be no authority in an Indian 
tribe. In this- delicate and arduous situa- 
tion^ the crafty native had neglected no 
tneans of iifCreasing his influence ; and one 
^f the happiest of his expedients, hkd been 
the suc^ce^s with which he had cultivated 
the favour of their powerful and most dan- 
"geroiis neighbour. The result of his expe- 
riments had answered all. the expectations 
of his policy— for the Hurons were in n6 
degree exempt from that governing prin^ 
-ciple of our nature, which induces man to 
value liis gifts precisely in the degree that 
they are appreciated by others. 

But while he was making this ostensible 
Sacrifice to gener&l ' considerations, Magna 
tt&ver lost sight of his individual motives. 
The latter had been frustrated by the uft* 
looked«-fbr events, which had thus, at ti 
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lODgle blaw» plac94 ^ bi^ prvcKQ^rs h^iyo^i 
]^s controul, and h^ now founds bimsdf r^** 
duced to the necessity of suing fbr favour 
to those whom it hud so h^tely bee% W 
policy to obUge. 

Several of the chieti^ h^d proposed dreep 
and treacheroua themes, to sufprise tbe 
Delawares* and by g^inilPg piQ^9eeiBl<m dT 
theix camp, to recQver their prif»nei« by 
the same blow ; foe all agreed tjitit thc^ 
honour, their intereati, and the pea^e md 
happiness of their dead countiywert, iwpe- 
riously required t^eim speedily if> immci^t^ 
some victims to thi^r i?eyengQ« B^t plms 
so dangerous to a^ttempt, andof such doubt- 
ful issue^ Magna found little difficulty ip 
defeating. He exposed their risque and 
fallacy with his usual ^kijlj: w^ it W«3 
only after he bad removed every impedi- 
ment, in the shape of opposing adyice^ 
that he ventured to propose, his owu pXQ- 
j(?ets. 

He commenced by flattering th^ s^ 
love of h^ auditors ; a never-^failii;^ nietbod 
of commanding *attention^ When he bad 
enumerated the m^py di49f^t: oqcwnons 



M which the Hurcnss had exhibited their 
courage and prowess^ in the punishment of 
insults, he digressed in a high encomiuiki 
on tbe 'vSrtee df wisdom^ He painted the 
qufiflity, IB forming the gt^eat point of diflter- 
ence between the beaver and o&er brutes $ 
between brutes and men $ and) finally, be^ 
tweesi the Horons, in particular, and the rest 
of the human race* After he had sufficiently 
<a:tolled the property of discretioni he un- 
dertook to exhibit in what manner ite use 
was app3i<iid)le to the present situation of 
tbeor tribe« On the one hand, he said, was 
^mr great pale fatiier, die governor of the 
Cknadas,. who had looked upon his children 
^th a hard eye, since their tomahawks had 
been ao red; on the other, a people as numei- 
rouB as themselves, who spoke a different 
laiigdage^ possessed different interests, and 
loved them not, and who would he glad of 
any pretence to bring them in disgrace 
mth tibe greiat white chief. Then he spoke 
of tiieir inecesaties ; of the gifts they had a 
right to expect for their past services } of 
their distance from their {»*oper hunting 
grounds and native villages $ and of the ne4> 
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cessity of consuliing prudeocje more^ ami 
inclination kss^ in !such» critical circuin-« 
stances^. When he pecceived^ that« while 
tha old men applauded his modeFation^ 
many of the fiercest and most distinguished 
ef the warriors listened to these politic plans 
wi^h lowering looks, he^cunnkigljy led them 
hack to the subject which they ntost loved* 
He spoke openly of the fcuits of theb 
wisdom, which he boldly pronounced would 
be a complete and final triumph over theis 
enemies.. He even, darkly hinted thut their 
guccess might be extended, widi proper 
caution, in such ami^ner, as to include th6 
destruction of all whom they had reason to 
hate. In short, he so blended the warJike 
with the attfiil, as ta flatter the propensities 
of both parties, and to leave to each subject 
for hope, while neither .could say, it clearly 
comprehended his intentionsw 

The orator, or the politician^ wha can 
produce such a state of things, is commonly 
popular with his contemporaries, however 
he may be treated by posterity. All per* 
ceived that more was meant than wa^ 
uttered, and qach one believed. that th^ 
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hidden meaning uras precisely such as his 
own facilities enabled him to anticipate • 

In this happy ^taie of things, it is not 
surprising that the management of Magua 
prevailed* The tribe consented to act 
with deliberation, and with one voice they 
committed the direction of the whole afiair 
to the govjBrnment of the chief, who had 
suggested such wise and intelligible ex^ 
pedients. 

Magua had now attained one great ob- 
ject of all his cunmng and enterprise. The 
ground he had lost in the favour of his 
people was completely regained, and he 
found himself even placed at the head of 
affairs. He was, in truth, their ruler'; and 
so long as he could maintain his popularity 
no monarch could be more demotic, espe* 
daily while the tribe continued in a hostile 
country. Throwing off, therefore, the ap» 
pearance of consultation, he assumed the 
grave air of authority, necessary to support 
the dignity of his office. 

^ Runners were dispatched for intelKgence 
in different directions j spies were ordered 
to {ipproach and feel the encampment of 
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tfaeDelawsres; HiewarrioiBwereflisiniBsed 
to their bdgCT, with an intimation dmt 
their iervices would soon be needed ; and 
the women aod cfailkiren were ordered to 
retire^ with a warnings that it was thehr 
province to be silent* When these seyesal 
arrangements were rnade^ Magna passed 
through the viBage, stopping here and 
there» to pay a visit where be thooght his 
presence might be flattering to die indi* 
vidual* He ocmftrmed his friends in their 
coDfidenoe; fixed the wavering ; and grati- 
fied all. Then he sought his own Iodge» 
The wife the Huron chief had abandoned^ 
when he was chased from among his people^ 
was dead* Children he had none ; and he 
now occupied a hut^ without compankm of 
any sort. It was, in fact, the dilapidated 
and soHtary structure in which David had 
been discovered, and whoin he had toieraled 
in his presence^ on those few occasicms 
when they met, with the contemptuous 
ittdifierence of a haughty superiOTify. 

Hither^ then, Magua retired^ when his 
labours ofpolicy were ended. WhUe others 
slept, however^ he neither knew nor sought 
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any repode* Had there been one sufficiently 
curious tQ have watched the movements of 
the aewly ^cted chiefs he would have seen 
him seated in a corner of his lodge^ musing 
on the subject of his future plans, £rom the 
hour of his retirement, to the time he had 
appointed for the warriors to assemble 
again* Occasionally, the air breathed 
through the crevices of the hut, and the 
low flame that fluttered about the embers 
of the fire, threw their wavering light on 
the person of the sullen recluse. At sudi 
moments, it would not have been difficult 
to have fancied the dusky savage the 
Prince of Darkness, brooding on his own 
fancied wrongs, and plotting evil* 
^ I^ong before the day dawned,' however, 
wimior after warrior entered the solitary 
hut of MaguK, until they had ooUected to 
tbe mimber of twenty. 'EAch bore his rifle, 
and all the other accoutf emettts of war } 
though ^ the paint was uniformly peaceful. 
The mtrance of these fierce looking bein^ 
vaa unnoticed; some seating themselves ifi 
the shadows of the places and othei's standing 

^ motionless statues, in profound silencfe^ 

g3 
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until the \7h0le of the designated band wa« 
collected^ ^ 

Then Magua arose, and gave the sigMt 
to proceed, marching himself in advance* 
They followed their leader singly, and' in' 
that well known order, which has obtained 
the distinguishing appellation of *^ Indiait 
lUe." Unlike other men engaged in th^ 
spirit-stirring business -of war, they stole 
iVom their camp, unostentatiously and un* 
observed, resembling a band of gliding 
spectres, more fhan warriors seeking the 
bubble reputation hy deeds of desperate 
daring. 

Instead' of taking the path which led 
directlytowards the camp of the Delawaresi 
Magua led his p^rty for some distance down 
the windings of the stream^ and along tlie 
iittle artificial lake of the beavers. The 
day began to <^wn as they entered the 
clearing, which had been formed by thosi 
sagacious and indtistrious aninials'. Though 
Magua,. who had resumed hils ancient garb, 
b^or^ the outline of a Ibx, on the dressed 
ilkin which formed bis robe, there was one^ 

» • 

^ief of hi^ party who carried the beavet 
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ak his peculiar symbol, or " totem/' There 
would have been a species of profanityin the 
omission, had this man passed so powerful 
acommunity of hip fancied kindred, without 
bestowing some evidence of his regard. 
Accordingly, he paused, and spoke in words 
as kind and friendly, as if he were addres- 
sing more intelligent beings. He called 
the animals his cousins, and reminded them 
that his protecting infliience was the reason 
tiiey remained unharmed, while so many 
avaricious traders were prompting the 
Indians to take their lives. He promised 
a continuance of his favours, and admo* 
niished them to be grateful. Atier wliich 
he spoke of the expedition iii which 
he was himself engaged, and intimated, 
though with sufficient delicacy and circum-* 
locution, the expediency of bestowing on 
their relative 9 portion of that wisdom for 
which they were so renowned. 
' Ihiring the utterance of this extraordi* 
nary address, the companions of the speaker 
were as grave and as attentive to his lan- 
guage, as though they were all equally 
inpressed with its pcopriety. Once or 
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twice black objects were seen vising fa the. 
surface of the water^and tbe HurcHi e^cpresS' 
ed pleasure, conceiving that hiB words: were 
not bestowed in vain. Just as he had 
ended hisaddress, the head <^a large beaver 
was thrust from the door of a lodge, 
whose earthen wall had been much injured, 
and which the party had believed, from its 
situation, was uninhabited. Such an extras- 
ordinary sign of confidence was received by 
the orator aa a highly favourable omen ; 
and, though tjhe animal retreated a Kttle 
precipitately, he was lavish of his thanks 
and commendations. 

When Magua thought sufficient time had 
been lost, in gratifying the family affection 
of the warrior, he again made the signal to 
proceed. As the Indians moved away in 
a body, and with a step that would have 
been inaudible to the ears of any common 
man, the same venerable looking beaver 
once more ventured his head from ita 
cover. Had any of the Hurons tiu*ned to 
look behind them, they would have seen 
the animal watching their morements with 
an interest and sagacity that might easilj 
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Iiave been mistaken for reason. Indeed, 
so very distinct and intelligible were the 
devices of the quadruped, that even the 
most experienced observer would have been 
at a loss to account for its actions, until the 
moment when the party entered the forest, 
when the whole would have been explained^ 
by seeing the entire animal issue from the 
lodge, uncasing, by the act, the grave and 
attentive features of Chingachgook from 
his mask of fur. 
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CHAPTER VL 



*<>Bri«f, I pny you ; for you MOftis airasy timo with me." 

Much Ado AbuM$ NoHUng.. 



The tribe, or rather half-tribe, of Dela- 
wares, which has been so often mentioned, 
and whose present place of encampment 
was so nigh the temporary village of the 
Hurons, could assemble about an equal 
number of warriors with the latter people. 
Like their nei^bours, they had followed 
Montcalm into the territories of the English 
crown, and were making heavy and serious^ 
inroads on the hunting grounds of the^ 
Mohawks, though they bad seen fit, with 
the mysterious reserve so common among 
the natives, to withhold their assistance at 
the moment when it was most required^ 
Th£ French, bad accounted for this unex- 
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pected defection on the part of their all;f 

Hi various ways. It was the prevalent 

opinion, however, that they had been in# 

fluenced by veneration fop the ancient • 

treaty, that had once made them dependent 

en the Iroquois for miKtary protection, and 

now rendered them reluctant to encountet 

their former masters. As for the tribe 

itself, it had been content to announce to 

Montcakn, through his emissaries, witk 

Indian brevity, that theii: hatchets vrert 

dull, and time was necessary to sharpen 

them. The politic captain of the Canada^ 

had deemed it wiser to submit to entertaiik 

a passive friend, than, by any acts of ill* 

Judged severity, to convert him into an 

open enemy. 

OnthatmontingwhenMagualeAhissUenl 
party from the settlement of the beavers 
into the forest, in tlie manner described^ 
the sun rose upon tiie Delaware encamf)* 
ment, as though it had suddenly burst upon 
a busy people, actively employed in all thfe 
customary avocations of high noon% Tbt 
women ran from lodge to lodge, some e» 
l^edin {)reparing their morning^s.meali. 
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a few earnestly bent on seeking tii6 com* 
forts neeessary to their habits, but more 
pausing to exchange hasty and whispered 
sentences with thdr friends. The warriors 
wereloungingmgroupes, musing more than 
they conversed; and when a few words 
were uttered, speaking like men who deeply 
wdighed their opinions. The instrumenti 
of the chase were to be seen in abundance 
among the lodges; but none departed. 
Here and there, a warrior might be seen 
examining his arms, with an attention thdt 
is rarely bestowed on the implements, whem 
no other enemy than the beasts of the forest 
are ejcpected to be encountered, And^ 
occasionally, the eyes of a whole groupe 
were turned simultaneously towards a 
large and silent lodge in the centre of the 
viUagCi as if it contained the sufagect of 
tUeir common thoughts* 

During the eiistence of this scene, a man 
suddenly appeared at the farthest extremity 
c^ that platforjb of rock which formed the 
lev A of the village. He was without arms^ 
and his paint tended rather to soften than 
inaesoA the natural sternness of bis aust^e 
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and maiked oaantenance. When in fttll 
view of the Detawares, he stopped, la&d 
made a gesture of ainity> by throwing hifa 
acm upwardstoward heaven, and then letting 
it fall impressively <m his breasts The iiv 
habitants of die village answered his salute 
by a low murmur of welcome, smd encou- 
raged him to advance by similar indications 
(tffiiendship. Fortified by ^ese assurances^ 
the dark %ure left the brb w of the natural 
rocky terrace, where it had stood a moment 
drawn in a strong outline against the blush* 
ing morning sky, and moved, with dignity, 
into the veiy centre of the huts. As he 
approached nothing was audible but the 
rattling of the light silver ornaments that 
loaded his arms and neck, and the tinkling 
of the little bells that fringed his deer-skin 
moccasins. He made, as he advanced, 
many courteous signs of greeting to the 
nieti he passed, neglecting to notice the 
women, however, as though he deemed 
their favour, in the present enterprise, of 
no importance. When he had reached the 
groupe, in which it was evident, by the 
bau^itiness of their common mien^ that the 
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|>rtncipal chiefs were collected, the strange^ 
paused, and then the Delawares saw that 
the active and erect. form that stood befi>te 
them^ was that of the well known Huroa 
i^hief, le Benard Subtil. 

His reception was grave, silent, and 
wary. The warriors in front stuped aside, 
opening the way to their most approved 
orator by the action ; one who> spoke aH 
those languages, that were cultivated among 
the northern aborigines. 

*' The wise Huron is welcome/* said the 
Delaware, in the.langimge o^tfae Maquas^; 
"he is come to eat his ♦ suc-ca*tush' with 
his brothers of the lakes T* 

** He is come j" repeated Magua, bending 
his head with the dignity of an eastern 
prince. 

The chief extended his arm, and taking 
the other by the wrist, they once more ex- 
changed their friendly salutations. Then 
the Delaware invited his guest to enter his 
own lodge, and share his morning meal. 
The invitation was accepted, and the two 
warriors, attended by three or four of the 
old men, walked calmly away, leavii^ die 
rest of the tribe devoured by a desire to 
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ws^despstand the reasons of so unusual a visit, 
tad yet not betra3riD^ the least impatienceij 
by any sign or syllable. 

During the short and frugal repast that 

folloMred, the conversation was extremely 

i^cumspect^ and related entirely to the 

events of the hunt, in which M agua had 

so lately been engaged. It would have 

been impossible for the most finished 

bireeding to wear more of the appearance 

of consideritig the visit as a thmg of 

couj^e, than did his hosts^ notwithstand« 

ing every individual present was perfectl;^ 

siware that it must be connected with some 

secret object, and that, probably, of the 

last importance to themselves. When the 

appetites, of the whole Were appeased, the 

squaws removed the trenchers and gourds^ 

and the t^^o, parties begajn to prepare them^ 

selves for a keen and subtle trial of thei? 

wjts. . 

^' Is the faee of my great Canada fathev 
turned again towards his Huron children ?'^ 
demanded the. orator of the Dclawares. 

" When was it ever otherwise I'* returned 
Ms^gua. *^He calls my pec^le his. ^mosl^ 
beloved.* ** 
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The Ddaware gravely bowed his ac^toi* 
eacenice to what he knew to he Mae, and 
continued — 

** Tlie tomahawks of your y^uttg men 
huve been very red !" 

*' It is so ; but they are now bright and 
dull-^for the Yengeese are dead^ and the 
Ddawares are our neighbours !'^ 

The other acknowledged the ]^ad^c com- 
{diment by a graceful gesture of the band, 
tad remained silent. Theft Magna, as if 
recalled to such a recollection^ by the allu^ 
sion to the massacre^ demanded-— « 

" Does my prisoner give trouble to my 
brothers ?" 

" She is welcome/* 

'' Hie padi between the Hurons and the 
Delawarfes is short, and it is open ; let her 
be sent to my squaws if i^e gives trouble 
tp my brother**' 

^*She is welcome/' returned the chief 
of the latter nation, still more emphati- 
cally. 

The baffled Magna continued siknt 
several minutes, apparently indiflferent, 
however^ to the repulse he had received in 
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^9y Im openif^^ e4brt fso regain possessioa 
of Conu 

^' Do. my yoirag men leave the Delawafei 
room on the mountains for their hunts ?^ 
he, at lengthy continued. 

^* The Lenape are rulera of their own 
hills/' returned the other, a little haughtiJtf • 

^i It is vdl* Justice is the master of a 
red*4ktn ! Why should they brighten tiieir 
tomahawks, andshaspen their knives againiMt 
each other ] Are there not pale-faces for 
enemies P' 

^^ Good r^ exclaimed two or three of his 
auditors at the same time. 

Magna waiteda little, to permit his words 
to sotlen Uie feelings of the Delawares, 
before he added-^ 

^' HaivQ there not been strai^e moccasins 
in jthe woods? Have not my brothers 
scented the feet of white men T'^ 

^' Let my Canadafather come ! *^ returned 
tibe other, evasively; ^^his children are 
ready to see him." 

^' When the Great Chief comes, it is to 
sknoke with tb6 Indians, in their wigwams* 
The Hurons say, too, he is M^elcome. But 
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the Yeageeae have long arms, and legs tb»t 
never tire ! My young men dreamed they 
liftd seen the trail of the Yengeese nigh the 
Village of the Dela wares ?" 

They will not .find the Lenape asleep.'* 
It is well. The warrior whose eye is 
open, can see his enemy/' said Magna, once 
more, shifting his ground, when he fotmd 
himself Unable to penetrate the caution of 
bis companion, *' I have brought gifts to 
thy brother. His nation would not go on 
the war path, because they did ti6t think it 
^ell; but their friends have remembered 
where they lived*" 

Wh^i he had thus announced his liberal 
intention the crafty chief arose^ and gravely 
spread his presents before the dazzled eyes 
of his hosts. They consisted principally 
of trinkets of little value, plundered from 
' the slaughtered and captured females of 
William Henry. Iii the division, of the 
baubles, the cunning Huron discovered no 
less art than in their selection* ' While he 
bestowed those of greater value on the two 
.most distinguished warriors, one. of whom 
nwras his host, he seasoned his offerings Co 
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their inferiors with such well-timed and ap- 
posite compliments^ as left them no grounds 
of complaint. In short, the whole ceremony 
contained such a happy blending of the 
profitable with the flattering, that it was 
pot difficult for the donor immediately to 
read the effect of a generosity so apdy 
mingled with praise, in the eyes of those 
he addressed. - . 

This well judged and politic stroke on 
thepart of Magna, was not without its instan- 
taneous results* The Delawares lost theif 
stern gravity, in a much more cordial ex* 
^ression of features i and the host, in par« 
ticular, after contemplating his own liberal: 
share of the spoil, for some moments, with 
peculiar gratification, repeated, with strong 
emphasis, the words — 

** My brother is a wise .chief. He is 
welcome!" 

" Th6 Hurons love their friends the 
Ddawares," returned Magna. "Why 
should they not 1 they are coloured by the 
same sun, and their just men will hunt in 
the same grounds after death. The red 
skins shoidd be friends, and look with open 
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ejrea cm the white men. Has Hot my 
brother scented spies in the woods r 

The Delaware^ whose name, in English 
signified ^ Hard-heart," an appellation that 
the French had translated into *^ Le-coeur- 
dur," forgot that obduracy of purpose, 
which had probably obtained him so sig* 
nificant a title. His countenance gr^ 
very sensibly less stem, and he now deigned 
to ansrwer more direcdy. 

*' There have been strange moccasins 
about my camp. They have been tracked 
into my lodges*" 

" Did my brother beat out the dogs ?" 
asked Magua^ without adverting in any 
mannec to the former equivocation of the 
chief. 

**It would not do. The stranger is 
always welcome to the children of the 
Lenape/' 

** The stranger, but not the spy !'* 
, " Would the Yengeese send their women 
as spies? Did not the Hiiron chief say. he 
took women in the battle ?'' 

^ He told no lie. The Yengeese have 
sent oiit their scouts. They have been in 
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to say welcome. Then they fled to-the^ 
JDelawares— for, say they; the DelaWares ire 
our fki^Ads; their minds ^f 6 turned fh>Bi 
their Canada; father r . v * • 

Thi& iMinuation >wad a hottie djrubt; ati^ 
one thal^ in a more advatieed- state of 
society, would have entitled Magua'to the 
reptitatioti of a skilful diplomatist. The 
recent defection of their tribe had, as they 
well knew themselves,' subjected the Dela* 
wares to much reproach among theii^ 
French allies, and they were' now made to 
feel that their fbture actions weref to be 
regarded with jealousy and distrust. There 
was no deep insight, into causes and 
efiects, necessary to^ foresee that snch a 
situation of things teas likely to prove 
highly prejudicial to alt their fixture move- 
ments. Their distant villages, their hunt- 
ing grounds, and hundreds of their wck 
men and childreny together with a mateilal 
part of their physical forte, yere- all ac* 
tually within the limits. of the Frellth ter* 
ritory. Accoi'dingly^ this alarming jEmmm^ 
ciatibn was received, ^ M^^utt^ i^lltendbd^ 
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is true, my young air$qi,4t4,niat(^ 9ttftPA 

the ^iw-i|f»t^«icitoe:6..fcad< ;dfe^p?fi)njnot 

g?ff^t(\Rh^e!<^MI! /. ; .... , , ;. 

^iis[g?«at?^Eaj|W}ri^.^4 in tb^iCwnp. o^^ 
c^i^&qi. I f . ;S'^^^e,i« .toWn.a bloody; X'OSk 
ge9!:sn«rf^,M/5»Wf-.5fe I. . Tl?at the p«jkr 

gijeg ^li a4;j4 Wt>i*mpiWi tbft Delaware^! Ga 
rr^ffTT gre^^i iCsPfcUj J>t})Br isno^.a fool !" . 
L ri " W^Fj9 ) i% J iJ^e ¥BHg«p tlvM;, the Del*- 
.wa^^ft^f^^r :,?e|nCTe^ tbfk otl)§r ; "wb^ 
Jjf^s-^aiii mt- 3fflui|g;ptie» i who is tbft.m€irt«i 
BIWJiy -of , wj <ffr(<Mir,5'athej?, !" 

.ovJke.Iliehky^iJ^jM^ffTWrs started at tb« we9 
J9#i!fe *^v nw. Ipai^Bffc , for the firrt ti»e, 
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ed Le-coeurdur, ina tone th^jti. hy.its 



>««P4^^^ %; QXP9f!^edt th^ n^Bftl ^patihy of 

;^^ A Huron.neyex^fie^" ri^turnfjd Magua, 
ooj^y, leaning hif.lfce^^ag^fpst^he side 
t^ lodge^ a^. drawijag bis^ s%|it rob^ 
aqrpscf . bis tawny brjeast*; " Let the I)ela^ 
v^^ l^ount tbeis pri«QiEi.^f s ; tb^y will find 
ci^fi .wb9se p^m is n^^ej: rad nor,pal|e/' 

A lopg and. inu^ijAg, j^use^ succeeded; 
T.bea the chief consi^^ted^ apar;t» with his 
comp^nion^^ and mes^engears wfsre des- 
pajl^che^. to coHect certain o^e^s of the 

inc)^!^ disti^uisb^Q^ i^^^P; of the tribe. 

A5 warric^r aftey warjciordrc^ped in, they 
'wer^ each niade acqu^nted, in turn^ with 
th^ i9iportant intcjll^ence tb^t Magna had 
}JM% communicated,; TJbe air ot surprise, 
atvd the usuali; low, ^ d?fP>; gtattural exr 
cjamation^ were common to them £|11. Tb^ 
A^ws spread fronj xriputh to, mouth, until 
tbpj yfbple. encampment became powerfully 
agit^^dw The wi^p^n suspended their 
l^^o^rs^^ to ca^cb such syllables; as un- 
gi»ayde(^y;fell from the lips of tb^ consult 
ipg. w^rriws. '%i? :boy»^ des^|;ed the^r 
^fio/^ts,: aftd w^ljke4 fearlctssly aiiippg their 

H 2 
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fathem, looked up m curious admiratMnr, 
as they heard the brief exclamations of 
wonder they so fredy expressed, at the 
temerity of their hated foe. In shorty 
every occupation was abandonedi forfte 
time ; and all other pursuits seemed dis* 
carded, in order that the tribe might fre^ 
indulge, after their own peculiar manneiv 
in an open expression of their fe^ings. 
' When the excitement had a little abated, 
the old men disposed themselves seriously 
lo a consideration of that which it became 
the honour and safety of their tribe to per* 
foi^m, under circumstances of so much 
delicacy and embarrassment. During all 
these movements, and in the midst of the 
general commotion. Magna had not mdy 
maintained his seat^but the very' attitude 
he had originally taken, against the side of 
the lodge, where he continued as im- 
moveable, and, apparently, as unconcern- 
ed, as if he had no interest in the result. 
Not a single indication o£ the future in- 
tentions of his hosts, however, escaped his 
vigilant eyes. With his consummate know* 
ledge of the nature of the people wiUi 



ivfcam be had td deal, fae anticipated every 
meaauire on which they decided; and it 
flight akAiQst be ttid*- that in many in^ 
Btancesi he knew their : infeaticmir even 
be&re they hecanie knawn to thfemtelves. 

The c&ttbcii of the.Dj^ware».was shs>rU 
Yfhttt it. was ended, agene^ bustle ,aa» 
ndnnced tliat it ^9^ :to be immediately 
succeeded by a aolembitnd formal assent 
\A$g^ of the nation* Aa auch meetings 
were raire, and only adled cm occaidona of 
-the last importance^ the: subtle HuroUf who 
stiR sate apar^ a; wily and dark observer of 
the faroceedings, now knew that all. hispro* 
jteta must be brought.to their final issn^ 
Ms, therefore, left liie lodge, and walked 
aSently forth to. the pl^ce, in front of the 
encampknent, whither the warriors were 
already beginotng to collects , 

It maght have been half an hour before 
each individii^tl, including even the women 
and children^ was in his place# The delay 
hadbeen created by the grave preparations 
that weve deemed necessary to so sdemn and 
uausdal fftcbn^ienice* But, when the sun 
was seen din^Ung above the tops of that 
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'wiBres teal bMBtyjeidteditii^^ ew^ m y MMt , 
•iiioat'nmre 43drtild;.^Mid^ Mr 4bK%llti|«y8 

friiijgidd 4b€r ishilerem^, 4^ -Ifdil-^iijMm.^ 

'lighted % his tndmiii^vbelinis. lUfiuXEribcr 
-«>tQa9^hsd:eKcbe4edr4ti&oiii;ia$d i^^ ^: 
flu a icc&Mtiaa ^f 4iftth i fieriibtas: M^imghA, 

oa^iiiTfiDtrafter ^etMUiw^^Muif&inf^i^^ 

-luKil^r,! dhd; fp£iri»9i)K;J mjudi«!uiiis jdoooysHli, 
,in'Order 'AhatMaQG»^ rtn: grtip«fation Jaiiy terfiie 

.off^reeoccDM iQti9]leet!for'evc». i^ii^'trntsd 
solely with liie^iotdeitr'iiiul?«^t^^ 
f'Mbgd'* of ithe ihsfa t to ciay; rtiie! f i t ahye d; of 
.'idieb*'€orifeieQce>bcfiMfieflfa^e^^ IMl 
vtiidbi oiii one fhose: fto ' siiilce^'isQteeiniMri- 

r jBttttfi^d^tfegl jghfest . ia i rtm%ti ioii; ^sCDteidbe 
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iMglyi^jpifv^tmd llritb tbcf mmgahBde(b£im 
«fj[)jeG|, .rXheriAe^f btidalMftdy^-oontiaHdil 

thatralA^^Sfpiteoeldes: a ^sonferenisfi i ,tiaA:im 
ejs^emaflnrm^i iV^tHti 'the*^rth>rMheri3ilhe 

had been t»)^o; tp^OlMfit life i^^WfistoiJif 

r /4^trl€Wg0t fO()e «pf^:ti(M>S|^ How flO<irBIO03 

4ltatr|ir^ SQ*^ ,^ di^tiub ar W(dtititde,iliviis 
^efUFdit a0d/1;b«rii^l^fi^.t»^M-osi& j^:|]h«jp* 
x%^y aH3pmi(io]\'ii«i)^liJl^^ Jktrthiitinstent, 
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jfi seUfltt. permitted to attain^ fiis 
which had aitce been tall and etect^ like 
the, cedar, Mras now trending under f^e 
inresspre . b£ . mbre than a centerjT^ • .The 
«la8tic^ 4igfat step of an Indian was gonef, 
land in ita plac^ he was compelled to 4oiI 
his tardy way -bver the ground^ inch by 
inch« His dark, wrinkled coiintenanc0t 
rwaS'in singular and wild contrast with his 
4on^ white looks, which Abated on Ms 
i^houlden^ in such thickness, a9 to announce 
;?that generaitions ha<i probaMj^ passed away, 
usince they 'had last bej^n^'shom*'' .i . 

The dress of this patif arch, for sach» 
iconsiderii^ ^is vast age, in Gonjunetion 
;vTth( his' affifnity '^ and influenbe witb his 
^pciC^le^ he miglrt very properly b€f termed, 
«1ims ^ xich ' and imposing,' though^ fitiictty 
.lifter the simpl^^ fa&Mfttis of the tribe, ^s 
robe was M the finest skins^- whkh -had 
J>eeii deprived of their fbt, ift ' otdfer to 
(admit of ahidroglyphidali^epresentation of 
u variDbs deeds ' m ^arms, d^ne iri fcvni^ ages. 
• His bosom was leaded wl& ^medal^,^ ^me 
vSti toaissive sflver, iand one or two even in 
v|;^l(^^ logins of various ehiisMan poten- 



tktes; duHng' th^ Idng period of his life« 
-H!e also Woire arailets/aild cinctiffes above 
the ahded, {^ the latter pi'ecious metal. 
tlis heady on the whole of lirfaich the hair 
'had been permitted to groWf the pursuits 
of l«rar having so long been abandoned, was 
endrcled by a sort of 3ilver diadem^ whicfai 
-in its turn, bore lesser and more glittering 
'omaihents, that sparkled amid th^ glossy 
hues of three drooping ostrich feathers^ 
dyed a deep black, in touching contrast 
to the colour of his snow-white locks. His 
'tomahawk was nearly hid in silver^ and the 
handle of his knife i^hone like a horn of 
Sblldgold. 

So soon ias the first hum of emotion and 
•pleasure, which the sudden appearance df 
this venerated individual created^ had a 
little subsided, the name of "Tametiund" 
Was whispei'ed ' from mouth to nlouth. 
Magna had often heard the fame of this 
Ifrise and just Delaware J a reputation that 
eVen pi^eeded so far as to bestow oh him 
the rare gift of holding secret communion 
with the Great Spirit, and which has since 

hS 
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/(Melt' ^'imm gUwpw ff -the' jMHW* r# 

his skin differed from that of mpf^^mwiA^ 
|hw« ImRg Ticker avd'^^tvfcc^.; ^ Id^ter 

'i^it^hs^Qg be^n-prodiiciedibjni^rt^./d^ 
«<»»» #04 «i|(»s^ Iipj9«p£:fiwapli4<^4<^4ji9t 

')fe<ui^f)l -flgunes^ wh|4i ha4 ifa^isa Usm^ 
.^eri»09t o£U« |)erf09 i>y ^^^^p^of^qopf 
;«it3towii«. ffo)l|vifh§0#d^^p|M>#oni?f 
1^19 ;H»Fon, he.paswd-^r4»fpiw«flt.iwil 
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i^wnateS hnnself metbejceMvesojBhs^ 

:.: ^NQfchrag> OHdd: IflarpaM . th^MMVMMCe 
and idE»tioiti»dth jirfaRh i^ 

aiODtdberJimiid. tha^fta^ 

^ioBlspentfili^. .Ji&et )a^ suItafaie^ftpMbdvodbt 

sUtodt^irwMMtl^iOii tiieir ImimI%v> sMmiHg 

OMSBacoatbatJ snthi^tbaefaiiiy^iha i^oto^ioir 
even witftjiArawifigi^a^iffabdlgSiyftiyDi^ 
order to breathe ia the ataiospfaere of one 
so aged^ so just, and m valiant. None but 
the most (tistinguished among the youthful 
warriors even presumed so far as to perform 
the latter ceremony; the great mass of the 
multitude deeming it a sufficient happi- 
ness to look upon a &rm so deeply vene* 
rated, and so well beloved. When these 
acts of affection and respect were perform** 
ed, the chiefs drew back again to their 



'jaBdnc^ reigaedia :tliei whole eneaifapiaeiit 
,;; ,A£tm.A shoEtjddayyia £ewo£ibenpmBg 
ineiiyilo.whpia^iiiatmetiGins iuui been iA^ 
pered by one of the aged atteodaate .of 
'Xamensmd^/arofie^ faft. tbc) cfowdy ioid 
ijeiitei^tbelb%e irfakh.JMUi.alna^ been 
CiSotedjJS llie«olqitctcof/80L»rackatteQtkni» 
vjiii&mgboiit.1iiat;BidiTiiiig^ Id afewmmatis 
;}tiM7.reha|q>eUedt.eseo]:iiiig Iheindiyklaab 
.qduiiilMd,t««Med idl ihtai^\8idb|imi |»i»pa% 
^.tlons^jtowaodsih^tseat of Ji^^ ^32ie 

^MMiDi 1 o{k^md sob isi^ lane^ aad vfaM: iiie 
iputy bjbd < re^ikiAiedi it r dosed, m.agafo^ 
ifiapsing a. li|rgetaiid>de]ise belt of braawA 
xb4^lmb:amaj|^^i:ai];apeack i./v. 

■'-«'• * » ' . 
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^ €)6ftA; stood fik«ttio<3« kmmig the prison^ 
ij^is, eittwtoiUDg her /ftrttis in those of A^«» 
-in ttke foiid«6t - tendernfess of ddterty l«i^. 
j' Motwithstahdiog tbe feai^ul and mena6ii% 
'afray of sarageB -on every side of her,'ii^ 
ia{>prehenedbii fin 'her^o#n keeouiilt e^tild 
•preveni the noble-minded .maiden -frofh 
-keeping ber eyei^ faMened on the piile i»fid 
-anxious features of the trembling- Alice. 
t Obse at their side stood Hey ward) With an 
tinteKSt in bothi that^ at such 4 ttioinecit 
oof intense uneqrt^tn tjy^ ^fcareeiy knew^'^ 
'^eponderanee in favoui* of ker whom lie 
rsboat loved* - Hawk-eye had plaeed^hiin^df 
:adit<ie in the re^y with Wddbr^e^td the 



simikurily in tiie state of thek present for- 
tunes could induce lum taforgef. Uncas 
was not among them. 

When perfect silence was again restored, 
and after the usual, long, impressive pause^ 
one of the twf^f^fd^iieifa^rvidio sate at the 
side of the patriarch, arose, and demanded 
aloud, in v«ry< iat»Ui^ble>iEngli»h' — 

♦• Which of my pi'lsonerd is ia Longue 
Carabine?" 

. v{iI^^ji4r£)iM«ftn.'f»9r4teteantauHt&^any 
.iOlWer, 3^tor^m«r>ito^R'^i^,'^lftQaed 
.491 ! eyi^ iitiFPtlod 4b« < Pdwk iM(d<<ttitMt m- 

<)W ilM foaii^aot'ilFiwgie (i^fiMtgHa. .iHe 
^diH«r,. »^ «9««* H^lMt iit»srt9i](foM«f^dbad 
i««^e f««mie^ ^S^RcyMiKri^il! iprqHf^.-W- 

.fsioKd >|0^t2lfpv (Hreity .p g aaiM e f>ifl^wdi- 

misanx M.^mvi ti^. liishfttfEfiiiiiiioB ^Ma 
4a«iiiii»le ^>tb#-)im» wrti y ^ ^ m >i g himiatfe<tf <be 

f«gft8ai»o|i>rtbfa i i ^rtMri ^i tf<» < in iMB fA tti<^ 



jM»> jif)«iAiHi|)le fmnii fi^my or ^«iy h«(tir4 
ionder <v«m:% -•Qd,.¥nUI^ .» oiL«arfr utter- 

. -«*Tbi»^'tbewanii^wba«ei)su;i99ha«|UQd 
fiwr ^ars I", E^turwed tUe .p)A9S,' rf!ga?s4j»g 

.^§^:behol4M)^ i^.pf «bi9;fe)i|9!wat .toiwhom 
.iqi|()f^t i^r -accidwt, v»4ue pr .cfioi^. ^ 
ig^v«ntni7t^My« *' What J148 'bronght.tlMe 
<lil4fi^;i»f«i4Q^tbe*c^P of theJ^Uwac^p 
: ^* ^j (UfceMiilB^ 1 90we. for -foq^f.^M- 
.$(^r, a|i?4'frw»48," 

-*'|t^iiiDOt i^r T^c,.i»ipocU a^ ;fi|jyii«f 
Igpa^, ..Th?' bead.>af, j^ :Hrs)n4frn«^<-llo 
other shelter than a sky w>f^|jf|t<p)0vijtbk 
JMtl t^:^^yriM^-9re file ^eipiM, aojd not 
r(^.^fi^4«^. , pt the 1? «i>g«#8p. GpT-OfffiVr 
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'to proceed, remained silent j butTO^'i^out 
'wfio'had listened attentively to all that 
'passedi now advanced boldly to tlie front, 
"ahd assumed the fade" of expkSnirig. ' 
« That I did not answer to the call -fork 

tongue Carabine, was not owing^eithef to 

♦ 

'ibame or fear," he said ; ** for neither one 

nor the otfier is tlie gift of an honest mail. 

•Bt^t I do not admit the right of the Min- 

'<goe8 to bestow a name on 6ne, whose 

• • , ■ • 

*fKends' have beeh tnindful of his gifts, in 
^this' particiular'j especially, as their tide is 
'air a lie' J ♦kiH-deer' being a genuine groov- 
"ed barre}, aild ho carabine. I am the maii, 
however, that got the ' name of Nathaniel 
froth my kin ; the compliment of Hawk-ejie 
"firom the Delawates, who live on- their own 
river j and whom the Iroquois have pwi- 
mimed to style the Mong rifle/^ithout any 

• « » • # ■ « ^ 

^warranty from hirfi who is most boncerned 
rin the matter.*^ ' • 

^ * 'fhe eyes of all present^ which had 
'hitherto beeh gravely scanning the person 
'df^ Duncan^ noW turned, on the instant 
towards the upright, iron frame of this ne*r 
"^jpretehder to so distinguished an ^appellation. 



4t was in OO'degre? remarkable, that there 
diould be found two wha w^e willing to 
.daim ISO great; an honour ; for impostors, 
.though rare^ were not> unknown amongst 
.the natives ; but it was. altc^ether majterial 
to the justf and severe ixitentioiis of thp 
Delaware3> that there, shpuld be na mistake 

ia the matter* Some of their old men coii'* 

. " • • • « - 

suited together, in private, and then, as jt 
iwouid seeito, the^ detennined to interrogate 
their visitor on the subject.. ' 

^^ My blather has said that a snake crept 
into my. camp/* said the chjpf to Magua ; 
/* wHch 13 h^.t" ' 

i . Tk^ Huroin pointy , to th^ scout> b^t 
-€xmtinti€ld.sileBt» / . . 

** Will a wiserDelaware bolfceve ;tl^ ba^ck^ 
uig of a wolfr ^icclaiflQ^ed Pupcan, stiil 
• moi:e. eonBrmed in the evil iivtentioiis of his 
ancient eriemy ; " a.dog.meytei! ,U^s, but 
•Wh^i was a wolf knpim it^.^e^ thfi 

ttnithr; . ' :: . - ;. ..r-; ,-,;>: ,' 

\ The ^es.of Magua^ flashed.j^re; but 

suddenly recollecting the necessity of toaiQ* 

toining ifaia- ^i-ftwic^e.iQf mind, he tutned 

'99roy in, silent iljsdiiny^ well assured that the 

-afagadty idf the. Jndifne.wtaiUjJot .fail to 



^di^et^. H« Wfes'nbt deteteived^ foky^iM^ 
%d!re'ttfrhed tol)(m 'agSls,' ai^' ^x^i!«»ed 

' '*^'NlyVr%^T t^ be^ taHed.iaiar/^ Jte 
-^Sl j '^aad Ms ifrteftto are aft^itf. - aiiey 
"wifP show' fhttt tie htt$ ' Bpdk&nthe itmtb. 

prove which is f he' tttttn;'^ . / 

' MAgaa '- i^lK^ed to •ckooddsr ! Ae ' ex* 

'^peS&ent, ^ ^liAih he »#ell "knew ytwseeABd 

from distrust of himself, asi d;' ^ofd^inottntt^ 
%tid tnfade k ge^h'6(i^i0qjs^mmki^^ 

content that his veracityidimiliifbe^flttp- 
"i^iMrt^ b^ ^o ^skilful a ^mwksftiiin ctj'the 
'fi^cout. The ^^e^spcfm^meriii^^ 
4ii the li^ds <3i i^ ftii^ndiy op^00eDt8^r«nd 
^ibJey^Tii ^id'to^^Kyi&^et tbe>h6adseBtke 
^^eiated :'|iiiilfitiKife,^^atittn^e«rtli^ vntel, 

which lay, by accident, on a stump; .isoDde 
^fifty: ym:^'^^f^ika t^ei plkoe psriient Ehey 

-itACRl*^ ' ' .;.•■'•. 

•^H^ywardm[ileditGDliiinel4 ai^e^iikttaof 
^iiei I idelenmBted '^ te< r ptebvoitt 'tin '>;to: odf- 



keffSxtoy ^untii • ^ppraed! \f£ [the [iiimg«9^ ^ 
cMagiiA. Bjdfliii^ \m' rife, 4ikei\» j^^ik^ 
!iitoMbti<o8ie, iabd jr«nfcimg ihiioftHD fi^Df^ 

« 

flEBd'ttge neral etbdftmirtion /9f ffwti0fa«(i«l» 
cfmBbafioed dfhftt ^tibei sdhM >t^Aa i^ppsi^iBp^ {^ 
iiiogiikr ]iik>ofci)f grefitrd^ M tb«! U^e^-tbfe 
weapon. Even H^lirkf^yern^dd^^lufrMad, 
aisifiie^wraid ^iKf^ik^wm hAW thtn^lhad 
eiflctsfl. ^ QkU, insd^fid pf 'iniM#egt»)tg> ^wi 
iiriieAlion • to :r4»ta^tetid. wi^ ^ the WOcuMil^l 
varionmv lie !iri:QM : Jcia^gioa/biB r^ for 
fmote t^baa fl« mmute^ lilte ti ^wn:««^ho wi|s 
'^^66nlpletelf:lwHediii d^p tba^ight/ J^Wi 
rttts revreoe ;jbe wad, ^ow^^ri • ^ps^dUj^ 
.bwalcsned^ by fCfib -of .the' y^un^: 1^4)^8 
who h^ <fttJliiislled'th& wn^^ 4#4: wl^toii^^ 

\y broken Engliahr^ . . . ^ , : , 2 
;^€aD thte;>aterfac!Bl&^^ :, T; . 

shaking .it . Ift iMagHe* > wxtii' ' ^ iioucii ■ 49. 
s|iamit <ease iiis ;<th«i^ it iweie -a »eed; 
r«<^^' Hutobi I i3o»iidjalffillci9!pa,iiip<K*.«^ 

no power of attbii»itldH|^i«9r«tf^$b^<4B^! 
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The soaring hawk is not more certain of 
iJhe dove, than I ant this moment of you, 
did I choofte to send a buUet tojourl^artl 
Why should I not] Why !-:-4>ecaii8e tiie 
tgifta 'of iny colour forbid it, iand I might 
dra^ down ev3 on tender and innocent 
•heads ! If you know su<!h' a being as God, 
thank him, therefore, in your inwafd soul 
t— -for yoii have reason P* 

^e flushed countenance, angry eye» and 
•swelling flgUre of the scOut, produced a 
sensation of secret awe in all that heard him; 
Hie Delkwares held their breath in iatenae 
ex))ectation ; but Magna himsdf, even 
'while he distrusted the forbearance of his 
eneitiy, reini^iied as immovable and calm, 
^ where he litood, hedged in by the crowd, 
*as though he grew" to the fatal spot* 
' ^* Beatii^^ repeated the ymng Delawsfe 
at the elbow of the scout. 

**Beat what, foel l-^-^what !'^ exclaimed 
' HaWk-^^, '' idtill ' flourishing '■ the weapon 
' angrily above his^ hoat^ thon^li his eye no 
-^btager sought the pevson of Magna. 

^flf^the white iinan is the warrior he 
pvet6iHk,v s^ the aged cbie^ ?'flet'1ttm 
i atrUie nigh^v to l^e^mark^'* 
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- The scoiit laughed teiiiitingly^ and aloud 
r^B, noise that-produced die startling qAmI 
of unnatural sounds on Heyward'-randitt^n 
dropping the piece^ heavily, into - Im eir 
tended left hand, it jwaa discharged^ appa^ 
rently by the shock, driving the fragn^entlj 
of the vessel high into the air, and 9catt6rii^ 
them on every side of the stump.. Alittoal 
at the same instant, the heavy rattling aound 
of the .rifle was heard, as he suffered ,it to 
fall, contemptuqusly, to the earth* 

The first impression of so strange ft BceOie^ 
was deep and engrossing admiration*. Tbeo 
a low, but increasing murmur, ran through 
the multitude, and finally swelled into 
sounds, that denoted lively oppo$itioii Ja 
the sentiments of the spectators. While 
some openly testified their satisfaction at 
such unexampled dexterity, by < &r the 
larger portion of the. tribe were indioed to 
believe the success of the sh()t was. the 
result of accident. Hey ward was not 9lo\^ 
to coiifirm an opinion that was so fiiVi>on^le 
to his own pretensions. 

"It was all a chance!'' he exckimedj 
^* none can ndioot without an ai«i !'* 
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fOdn^ who i vmsi i now -^ 8tufab[otxiI^ bent . oa 
maiJitAinm^^ im tidaivtitj^ at « every hassard^ 
and Mivrhom«tiier86drQthih|:s'o£ Hejrward 

lo^; *'^ Does yimdkr , lymg . Htirony too^ 
^tikiil^cUaiiceii^' (SdTJ^r.hu^i.aiiothei^giin) 
atfd^^ce^fi^faiceUo&ce^ without cover, or 
Ul^dger . dud 'let fcdvidiQ tie^. arid . our oiwu 
^sj^ei^, decide the mai^6er:a((ween as.? I do 
not make^the offBt'to .ybii^rnqtot^; fOT our 
feloG^ 4^ttf a cotoivr j and we serve the . same 

««Il4bt'thetllBflrdii.isaJiar,is very^evidMt^" 
retftn^ed: Hey ward, cooiiy; **you have, 
ybiirs^liP, h^strd him - ads^ert you to be la 
Eiongue Cferabifte/* > 

> It were imp'c^sible to ^ what violeDt 
aesei'tion "fiie^ stubborn .'Hawk-eye; would 
have tiext^ uyade,^ in .his headlong wtah to 
vindkate his identity, had not. the . aged 
Delaware onde' mo^linterposed., 

''i^Riehawkwhkb comesfitMn dieclouds^ 
can return when he.wiJl^*' he.epidrf "give 
tfeewd^tfite^'^uns,.''^ : 

This tibte the sboui sei^ed^ llie Jifte. wil^ 



T£nD wxaieMsga. Wilt 

thetttdiW4n^i>'df At inarksini^mtfa^^odfil 

^)M>w let it ibe. proved^ . 21; ^ &ce j o£ 
thio tiib^i of £>elaw9r0s^ wba is < the ; bdtten 
mauii^ ciifi£<.th& scau^ ti^pitig thie buttidiS 
biapiede wUb tbatfio^^r /which. had polled 
so ni^iiip^iatailtngg^.^^ ^^Ybunieejtfae gourd 
hanging against .;^j&nden:tme>.majoc; ifiyDU 
are.aunkffl'lQamicri fkfoiitheibaDdQcs^ lot* me 

I>[!in(:aiii jdQted fim . tAqact, and propa»d 

himaeif to renewt'tbeitcsdh ; The: gpurd ism 

Qii6 of: the fuaddi IttJtie.vesaeis used by .the 

IndiajWi andii^as .suapbni^d fmm ^^ ddad 

iHdncti Az>f ^jamall pme^ l^ ia thong of d^^ 

sldn^ !ai the.fall dbisaneeit^f ai .hiindredjydi;di& 

S|(K ^strangely c6inpoui8^fidi3 the feelijnigi of 

9ei£Aswe^:iii2dt^tlie. yQitng^isoldiej:, wbjle..he 

knew.tbe ntteF\Rorthl^srne3».oCthe su^ageis 

of hiiSiBaYEg^/Uiiipii^es^ forgot the suddeil 

motives of the contest, in a wish taiesisj^]^ 

Itba^ bfieoiqeQb^ alt^Ady> thiat hisi al^ill jvieas 

far,3&(wn;beit^ O0intertipt|fekt,andi.he:.ft(iw 

ye^dteed. tq pat fOFth, its. nicest ^ qHfttiJisft 
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of DHnoanoraldiiqit have been more de*. 
fiberate and guarded. He fired ; and three^ 
or four joxmg IndianB, who Bpraiig forward 
JEit the r^yorlv announced wifii a shout|.that 
tbe ball' was in the tree, a very little on me 
side of tibe proper ob}ect» The watrriofs 
uttered a common ^gaculation of pleasure^ 
and then turned their eyes, inquiringly, on 
the movements of his rival. 

^'It may do for the Royal Americans f 
said Hawk-eye, laughing once more In 
bia own silent, heartfislt, manner; ^^but 
bad my gun often turlied so much from the 
true line, many a martin, whose skin is in 
a lady^s mu£P, would now be in the woods; 
ay, and many a bloody Mingo, who has 
departed to his final account, would-be 
acting his develtries at this very day, 
atween the provincei. I hope the squaw 
who owns the gourd, has more of them in 
her wigwam^ for this will never hold water 
^igain!^^ 

The scout had shook his priming, and 
cocked his piece, while speaking ; and, as 
he ended, he threw back a foot, and slowly 
raised the muzzle from the earthl The 
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motion was steady, uniform, and iaone direc- 
tion. When oft a perfect level^t remained for - 
a single moment without tremor or variation, 
,as though both man and rifle were carved 
in stoiie. During that stationary instant, 
it poured forth its contents, in a bright, 
glancing, sheet of flame. . Again the young 
Indians bounded forward, but their hur- . 
ried search and disappointed looks announc- 
ed^ that no traces of the bullet were to be 
seen. 

** Go," said the old chief to the scout, in 
a tone of strong 4isgust ; " thou art a wolf 
in the skin of a dog. I wiU talk to the 
• lonjg rifle' of the Yengeese." 

'** Ah! had I that piece which furnished 
the name yoii use, 1 would obligate myself 
to cut the thong, and drop the gourd, 
fnsibead of breaking it !" retiirned Hawk-eye 
perfectly undisturbed by the other's man- 
ner. " Fools, if you would find the bullet 
of a sharp-shooter of these woods, you must 
Idok in the object, and not around it?" 

The Indian youths instantly compre- 
hended* his meaning — for this time he spoke 

voir. III. I 
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in the Delaware tongue-^and teaiinj^ the 
gourd from the t7ee> the}rheld item high^mth 
zxt exiiUii^ diout, jdkplayitig a hole in its 
bottom^ "which had been cut by die biillet, 
after passing through the ustial orifice is 
the centre of its upper side* At ifchis unex- 
pected exhibition, a loud and vehement 
expression of pleasure burst from the mbutb 
of every warrior present It decided tfie 
question, and effectiially estabMshed Hawk- 
eye in the possession of his dangerous re- 
putation. Those curious and admiring 
eyes which had been turned again on Hey- 
ward, were finally directed to the we^er- 
beaten form of the scout^ who immediately 
became the principal object of attention 
to the simple and unsophisticated beings^ 
by whom he was surrounded. When the 
sudden /and noisy commotion had a littTe 
subsided, the aged chief resumed his exami- 
nation. 

" Why did you wish to stop my ears P'* 
he said, addressing Duncan \ ^' are the 
Delawares fools/ that they could not know 
the young panther from the cat ^' 
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^ ^^ They ^U yet find the; Huroa a aaging* 
Mw^* m^ Diuicao, endea^ouribg ta adbpt 
the figurative language of the natives. 

**It is .good. We will know who can 
^CoiX the ears of men. Brother/' added the 
chief> turning hb eyes on Magua, **the 
Deldwareis listen.'' 

T)ius singled) and directly called on^ to 
declare his object^ the Huron., arose, and 
advancing with great deliberation and digni- 
ty, into the very centre of the circle, where • 
he stood confronted to the prisoners, he 
placed himself in an attitude to speak. Be- 
fore opening his mouth, however, hebent his 
eyes: slowly along the whole living boundary 
of earnest faces, as if to temper his expres- 
sions to the capacities of his audience. On 
Hawk-eye he cisurt a glance of respectfufl 
^mity ; on Duncan^ a look of inextin- 
guishable hatred; the shrinking figure of 
Alice^ he scarcely deigned to notice j but 
when his glance met the firm, comms^nding, 
and yet lovely form of Cora, his eye lin- 
gered a moment^ with an expression that 
it. might have been difficult to define. 
Then^ filkd with his own dark intentions, 

I 2 
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he. spoke in the language of the Canadas, 
tL tongue that he well knew was compre- 
hended by most of his auditors, 

" The Spirit that made men, coloured 
them differently," commenced the subtle 
Huron. " Some are blacker than the slug- 
gish bear. These he said should be slaves ; 
and he ordered them to work for ever, like 
the beaver. You may hear them groan^ 
when the south wind blows, louder than 
th« lowing buffaloes, along the shores of 
the great salt water, where the big canoes 
come and go with them in droves. Some 
he made with faces paler than the ermine 
of the forests : and these he ordered to be 
traders j dogs to their women, and wolves 
t6 their slaves. He gave this people the 
nature of tte pigeon ; wings that never 
tire ; young, more plentiful than the leaver 
on the trees, and appetites to devour the 
eai'th. He gave them tongues like the 
false call of the wild-cat; hearts like rab- 
bits ; the cunning of the hog, (but none of 
the fox,) and arms longer than the legs of 
the moose. With his tongue, he stops the 
ears of the Indians ; his heart teaches him 
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to pay warriors to fight his battles; his 
cunning tells him how to get together the 
goods of the earth ; arid his arms enclose 
the land from the shores of the salt water, 
to th6 islands of the great lake. His glut- 
tony makes him sick. God gave him enough, 
and yet he wants iall. Such are the pale- 
taces. 

" Some the Great Spirit made with skins 
brighter and redder than yonder sun^*' 
continued Magua^ |)ointing impressively 
upward to th6 lurid luminary, which was 
struggling through the misty atmosphere 
of the hori;ion ; ^* arid the^e did lie fashion 
to hill own miiid^ If e gave them this 
island i^s'he had made it, covered with trees., 
and ' filled with game. The wind made 
their clearings'; t&e sun and rain ripened 
their fruits ; and the snows came to tell 
thein to be thankful. What need h^d they 
of roads to j ourney" by ! They saw through 
the hills ! When the beavers worked, they 
lay in ' the shade, and looked on. . The 
winds cooled them in summer ; in winter 
skins kept them ' Warm. If they fought 
amodg themselves, it was to prove that 
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theyiirere men* T^y were brave; they 
were just j they were hkppy/' 

Here the Speaker paused, and hgam 
looked iEiround'him,to diacover if hisl^end 
had touched ihe Jaympathies of his listeners. 
He met every wher^ with eyes riveted on 
hi3 own, heads erect, and nostrils ^xjianded, 
as though each individual present felt him- 
self able and willing^ singly, to redress the 
wrongs of his race. 

^tf the Great Spirit gave di^rant 
tongues to his red children," he <:obtiti«d; 
in a low stillmelancholy voice, " jt 'v^s,^dmt 
all animals might undet ^apd them. Some 
he placed among the snows, with' 'their 
coiisin the bear. Some he^placed near the 
setting sun, on the road to the happy hunt- 
ing grounds. Some on tibe lands around 
the great firesh waters ; but to hfs greatest 
and mo^ beloved, he gave the sands of the 
salt lake. Do my brothers know the ilame 
of this favoured pei^le ?^ 
^^ It was the Lenape !" exclaimed twenty 
eager voices in a breath. 

** It vas the Lenni Lenape/' retumed 
Magua, affecting to bend his bead in fe- 



TH£)]l(QgICANp. 175. 

v^:em:e to tbeir jfoi;mQi:, grefitnesas. ^* It 

was the tribes of the Xenape ! The sun 

ro^ from the wa^er th9et was aalti and sf^t 

iu water that waH[ sw^et, and never hid 

Mmself irons their eyes* But why should 

I^ a Hur^m of the woods, tell a wise people 

their own traditions ? Why remind them 

of thett injuries i their .ancient greatness j 

tfaeir d^ds; their ^lory ;y jtheir happiness 

-*^eirlo^esj their defeats ; their misery? 

Ib there not one among them who has seen 

it nil, ^nd who knows it to be true ? I 

have done. My tongue is still, but my 

ears are c>pen«;' 

' -As the Toic^ of the speaker suddenly 
ceapedii every face and all eyes turned, by 
a common movement, towards the venera- 
ble Tamenund. Erom the moment that 
he took his seat^ uirtil the present instant, 
tiie lips of the patriarch bad not severed, 
nor, had scarcely a sign of life escaped him* 
He had sate, bent in feeblene^s^, andappa* 
rently unconscious of the pre^nce be 
was in, during the whole of that opening 
scene, in; which the skill of the scout ba4 
been so dearly established* At the nicely 
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graduated sounds of Magua's voice, bow- 
ever, he had betrayed some evidence of 
consciousness, andoilce or twice be had even 
raised his head as if to listen. But when 
tiie crafty Huron spoke of his nation by 
name, the eye-lids of the old * man raised 
themselves, and he looked out on the mul- 
titude, with that sort of dali, unmeaning 
eitpression, which might be supposed to 
belong to the countenance of a spectre* 
Then he made an eSbrt to rise, and being 
Upheld by hifr supporters, he gained his 
feet, in a posture commanding by its dig- 
nity, while he tottered with weakness. 

^* Who calls upon the children of the 
Xenitpe !" he said, in a deep, guttural voice, 
that was rendered awfully audible by the 
breathless silence of the multitude ; ^* who 
speaks of things gone \ Does not the egg 
become' a worm— the worm a fly— and 
perish ! Why tell the Delawares of good 
that is past ? Better thank the Manitto 
for that which remains.'* 

** It is a Wyandot, ** said Magua, stepping 
nigherto the rude platform on which the 
other (Stood ; ^^ a friend o3* Tamenuad/^ 
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^< A friend !'* repeated the sagei on whoM 
brow a dark frown settled, imparting a 
portion of that severity^ which had ren* 
dered his eye so terrible in middle age— 
^ Are the Mingoes rulers of the earth i 
What brings a Huron here ?" 

''Juetice. His piisoners are with his 
brothers, and he comes for his own/' 

Tamenund turned his head tow^ds one 
oi his supporters, and listened to the short 
explamition the man gave« Then facing 
the applicant, he regarded him a moment 
with deep attention ; after which, he said, 
in a low and reluctant voice — 

** Justice is the law of the Great Manitto. 
My children, give the stranger food. Then, 
Huron, take thine own and depart/' 

. Oh the delivery of this solemn judgment, 
the patriarch seated himself, and closed 
Im eyes again, as if better pleased with the 
images <^ his own ripened experience, than 
with the visible objects of the worlds Against 
such a decree, tliere was no Delaware suf- 
.fideotly hardy to murmur, much less oppose 
faiinself. The words were bafely uttered, 
when four M five of the younger warriors 

I 3 
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futepj^shg behind Heyiiwd ^od tbe 9l:<mt, 
passed thcmgs so dextaerousljr Md M^f»Sty 
around their arms^ as to hold th^Bi bo& ia 
instant bondage. The former was too 
tnuch engrossed with his precious ^end 
nearly insensible burthen, to be awne of 
their intentions beforie they were executed ; 
and the latter, who considered CTeu the 
hostile tnbes of the Delawares a superix^ 
race of beings submitted w^otit resist* 
ance. Perhaps, however, tbe manner of 
the scout would not have been to passivei 
had he fully comprehended the language 
in which the.preceding dialogue had been 
conducted. 

Magna cast a look of tiimnpb. around 
the whole assembly, before he proceeded 
to the execution of his purpose. Perceiving 
that the men were unable to oSbt any resist- 
ance, be turned his looks on her he rdued 
most. Cora met his gaze with an eye so 
calm and firm, that his resdiution wavered. 
Then recollecting his former artifice^ he 
raised Alice frcmi the arms of the warricir, 
agiEunst whom she leaned, and beckoniog 
Heyward to follow^ hemotionedibrtfaeeD- 



^rdbng crb'vird tbi open« But C^a, instead 
4Jf ^obeying the impuise he had expected, 
itUBbed to the feet 'of^tbe^atriarch^ and 
ituiBing her voice exclaimed aloud — 

-^ Just :and venerable^ Delaware, oti* thy 
^iddom ami power we lean for mercy i 
Be deiaf to yoiider snrtful and remorseless 
monster, who poisons thy ears witii £dse- 
hoods, to feed his thifstibr blood. Thou, 
4hat lia^liv^d knbg, and that hast seen the 
evil o^ijtie world, sh6uld ko&w how to teqi* 
-per its cakMaittes to the miserable." 

The ^^ of the old maiai ^opened heavily^ 

and ^he once more looked upward at the 

multitude. As the full piercing tones of the 

supplicant swelled on his ears, tliey moved 

slowly in the direction of her person, and 

finally settled there, in a steady, riveted 

l^e. Cora had cast hersdif to her knees, 

and -with hands clenched in each other 

^nd pressed upon her bosom, she remained 

like a beauteous and breathing model dT 

•her sex, looking -up An his faded but majes* 

lie Countenance with a species of holy re* 

•verence. GrradHaily, the expression, of 

Tamenund's features changed, andlosibg 



their Vacancy in admuratioiii they l^hted 
with a portion of that intelUgieiice, wtudi^ 
a century before, bad been wont to com- 
municate bis youlliful fire to the extei^ive 
bands of the Delaware^. Rii^g, with<mt 
assistance^ and| seemingly, without an ef- 
.fort, be demanded, in awoice that startled 
its auditors by its firmness — 

^« What art thou I" 

*^ A woman. One of a listed race, if thou 
wilt — a YengeeJ J&ftt one who has nev^ 
harmed thee, and who cannot harm thy peo^ 
pie if she would i who asks fo^ succour:" 

"Tell me, my children,** continued the 
patriarch, hoarsely, motioning to those 
around him,, though his eyes still dwdt 
upon the kneeling form of Cora, ^* where 
have the Dela wares camped ?'* 
, ^* In the mountainar of the Iroquois ; be- 
yond the clear spridgs of the Horit^an/^ 

^^ Many parching summers are come and 
gone," continued the $age, ^'«ince I drank of 
the wMers of my own liver. The children 
of Miquon are the justest white men } bat 
they were thirsty, and they todc it to them- 
selves. . Do they follow us so &r ?^' 
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**We follow iM)ne$ we covet nothing/' 
answered the ardent Cora. '* Captives^ 
s^ainst our wills, have we been brought 
amongst you ; and we ask but permission 
to depart to our own, in peace. Art thou , 
not Tamenund^ — the father-*-the judge — I ^ 
had almost said, the prophet — of this 
people?'* 

** I am Tamenund, of many days." 

** 'Tisnowaomeseven years thatoneof thy 
peojde was at the mercy of a white chief, 
on the borders of this province. He claim- 
ed to be of the blood of tlie good and just 
Tamenund- 'Go,' said the white man, 
*for thy parent's sake, thou art tree/ 
Dost thou remember the name of that 
English warrior ?*V ^ 

** I remember, that when a laughing boy," 
returned . the patriarch, with the peculiar 
recollection of vast i^, ** I stood upon the 
sands of the searshore, and saw a big canoe, 
with, wings whiter than the swan's and 
wider than many eagles, come from the 
rising sun-*-" 

** Nay, nay ; I speak not of a time so very 
distant ; but of favour shown to thy kindred 



1B2 THE XAST 0F 

by one cf name, within the memory of thy 
youngfest warriw." 

•*Was it when theYengeese and theDoteh^ 
^manne fought for the -hunting grounds of 
the Delawares? Then Tatnenurid was ^ 
<!hie]^ and'^rst laid aside the bow for the 
lightning oTthe pale-faces — '* 

" Nor yet then/* interrupted Cora again, 
" by many ages } I speak of a thing of yes- 
terday. Surely^ surely, you forget it not !" 

** it was but yesterday,^* rejoined the 
aged man, with a touching pathos in his 
hollow voice, *^that the children of the 
Lenape were masters of the world! The 
fishes of the saltJake, the birds, the beasts 
and the Mengwe of the woods, owned them 
for Saffamores." 

Cora bowed her head in the anguish of 
disappointment, and, for a bitter moment, 
struggled with her chagrin. Then eleva- 
ting her rich features and beaming eyes, 
she continued, in tones scarcely less pene- 
trating than the unearthly voice of the 
patriarch himself. 

•^ Tell me, is Tamenund a father?** 

The old man looked down upon her, 
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i^om his eievated standi with a 
^ile on fais w»ted countenance^ and 
oastmg bis eyes slowly over the whole 
aesemfokge, he answered— 
« Of a nation." 

^ For myself I ask nothing* Like thee 
atid iMnCy venerable chief,'' she continuckl, 
pressisig her hands convulsively on her 
heart, and suffering her bead todroop, until 
her burning cheeks were nearly concealal 
in the maze of dark^ glossy tresses, that fell 
in disorder npon hier ^oiilders^ ^ the cutse 
of my ancestors has fallen heavily on thek 
child! But yondeiMs one, who has never 
idibwn the weight of Heaven's displeasiirife 
lihtil now. ' She is tlie daughter of an t>lid 
and idling man, whose days are neaf their 
close. - She has many, very many, to love 
her, and deligbtin her ; and she is too good, 
much tqo precious, to become the victinof of 
±hat villain." 

^ I ktiow that the pale-faces are a proiid 
and hungry race. I know. that they claim, 
not only to have the earth, but tha;t the 
meanest of tiieir colour is better thafi the 
Sachems of the rid man. The dogs and 
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crows of their tribes/' confintied the earnes1> 
old chieftain, without heeding the wounded 
spirit of his listener, whose head was nearly 
crushed to the earth, in shame, as he pro** 
ceeded, " would bark and caw, befoie they 
would tate a woman to iheir wigwaiiis, 
whose blood was ngt of the colour of snow. 
But let them not boast before the face of 
the Manitto too loud. They entered the 
land at the rising, and may yet go off at the 
iB^etting: sun ! I have often seen the locusts 
strip the leaves from the trees, but the 
season of blossoms has always come again !*' 
. ^* It is so,'^ said Cora, drawing si long 
breath, as if reviving from a trance, raising 
her face, ptnd shaking back her shining veil» 
with a kindling eye, that contradicted the 
death-like paleness of her countenance; 
" but why — it is not permitted us to enquire* 
There is yet one of thine own people, who 
has not been brought before thee ; beifore 
thou lettest the Huron depart in triumph, 
hear him speak.'* 

Observing Tamenund to look about him 
doubtingly, one of his companions said — 

f It is a snakci— a red-skin in the pay of 
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the Yengees^. We keep him for the tor- 
ture/' 

•* Let him come/' returned^the sage. 

Then Tsunenund once more sunk into 
his seat, and a silence so deep prevailed, 
while «the young men. prepared to obey his 
simple mandate, that the^ leaves which 
fluttered in the draught of the light morning 
air, were distinctly beard rustling in the 
surrounding forest. 



I 



: i. 



« 

186 •TH« LAWOr 



CHAPTER III. 



" If you deny me, fie upon ywr law 1 
There is no force in the decrees of Venice : 
I stftod for judgaent t ftiuwer ; thftll I haye itP' 

SAak^pMT*, 



The silence continued unbroken by 
human sounds for many anxious minutes* 
Then the waving multitude opened, and 
shut again, and Uqcas. stood environed by 
the living circle. All those eyes, which 
had been curiously studying the lineaments 
of the sage, as the source of their own 
intelligence, turned^ on the iqstant, and 
were now bent in secret admiration on the 
erect, agile, and faultless peiTsoa of the 
captive. But neither the presettce in which 
he found himself, nor the exclusive atten- 
tion that he attracted^ in ai^y manner dis- 



tujrbdd the .self-possession of the young 
Mohican* He cast a deliberate and observ- 

4 

iug look on every side of him, meeting the 
settled expression of hostility, that lowered 
in the visages of the chiefs, with the samd 
cafamiess as die curious gaze of the atten^ 
tive children* , But when, last in his keen 
and haughty scrutiny, the person of T^me- 
Qund came under his glance, his eye became 
as fixe/d, as though all other objects were 
already ibrgoUen. Then advancing with 
a slow and noiseless step, yp the area, he 
placed himself immediately before the foot- 
stool of the sage* Here he stood unnoted, 
though keenly observant himself, until one 
dP the chiefs apprised the latter of his 
presence. , 

" With what tongue does the prisoner 
^p&sk to the M&nitto?*' demanded the 
patriarch,^ without unclosing his ^yes. ^ 

"Like his fathers,'* Uncas replied ; *^with 
the tongue of a Delaware!*' 

At thiB sudden and unexpected annun- 
ciation, a low, fierce yell Tan through the 
multitude, that might not inaptly be qom« 
pffed t& the growl of the lion, as his choler 
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is first awakened — a, fearful omen of the 
weight of his future angen The effect was 
equally strong on the sage, though differ* 
ently exhibited. He passed a hand l>efore 
his eyes,, as if to exclude the least evidence 
of so shameful a spectacle,/ while he repeat- 
ed, in his low and deeply guttural tones, 
the words he had just heard* 

*^ A Delaware! I have lived to see the 
trS^jes of the Len^pe driten^from their coun- 
cil firei^ and scattered Hke broken herds 
of deer, amcHig the hills of the Iroquois! 
I iiftve seen the hatchets of it strange people 
sweep woods from the valleys, that the 
winds ,of Heaven had spared! The beasts 
that run on the mountains, and the birds 
that fly above the trees, have I seen living 
in the wigwams of men; but nevef belbre 
have I found a Deiawafe so base, to to 
creep, like a poisonous s^ent, iutd the 
citmps of his nation.'' 

^The singing-birds have opened their 
bills," returned Uncas, ia the scrftest notes 
of his owu musical voice ; ** and Tamenund 
has heard their song." 

The sage started, and bent his head 
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a8ide> ad if to patch the fleeting sounds of 
some passing melody* 

" Does Tamenund dre^in !'' he exclaimed. 
** What voice is at bis ear ! Have the trinters 
gone back ward ! Will sti m mer come again 
to the children of the Lenape !'^ 

A solemn and respectful silence succeeded 
this incoherent burst from the lips of the 
Delaware prophet* His people readily 
construed his unintelligible language kjtto 
one of those mysterious conferences, he 
was believed td hold so frequently, with 
a superior intelligence, and they awaited 
the issue of the revelation in secret awe. 
After a long and patient pause, however, 
one of the aged men, perceiving that the 
sage had lost the recollection of the sub- 
ject before them, ventured to remind him 
again of the presence ' of the prisoner: 

•^ The false Delaware trembles lest he 

r r 

should hear the words of Tamenund,'* he 
said. " *Tis a hound that howls, wheu the 
Yengeese show him a trail.*' 

*^And ye/' returned Uncas, looking 
st<^mly around him, " a^e dogs that whine 
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Mrb^n the Freochmab casts ye the offids of 
his deer!" ' 

^ Twenty knivefi gleamed in the air, and 
98 many warriors spfaDg to tiieir feet». at 
this biting, and perhaps merited, refort; 
but a motion from one of the chiefn sup- 
pressed the outbreaking of their tempers, 
ami restored the appearani^e of quiet The 
task might possibly have been moredifficiilt, 
had not a movement, m^de by 'Tameniind, 
indicated that he was again about to speak. 

"Delaware/* resumed the sag«, " little 
art thou worthy of thy name. My people 
have not seen a bright sun in many winters; 
and the warrior who deserts his tribe, when 
hid in cl&uds> is doubly a traitor. The law 
of the Manitto is just. It is so ; while the 
rivers run and the mountains stand,^ while 
the blossoms come and go on the trees, it 
must be so. He is thine, my children; 
deal justly by him." 

Not a limb was moved, nor was a breath 
drawn louder and longer than common, 
until the closing syllable of thi» fift^ decree 
had passed the lip» of Tamen^nd. Then 
a cry of vengeance burst at once, as it 
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ini^ht be, &Wk. tbe united lips of the nation; 

a. fi%l;it£ul augury of their fierce and ruth- 

l^as ifttentiofis. In the midst of these pro- 

lojdgml ^nd sd.irage y^ls^ a 4;^ief proclaimed, 

in a bigh voice,; that tha captive was cour 

deitin^d to endure the dreadful trial of tor- 

tare by fire. The circle broke its order, 

and screams of delight mingled with the 

bustle and tumult of instant preparation. 

Hey ward struggled madly with his captors; 

the anxious eye of Hawk-eye began to look 

around him, with an e^cpression of peculiar 

earnestness; and Cora again threw herself 

at the feet of the patriarch, once more;a 

supplicant for mercy. 

Throughout the whole of these trying 
moments, Unca^ had alone preserved his 
serenity. He looked on the preparations 
vnih a steady eye, and when tlie tormentors 
c»me to seize him, he met them witbafirm 
and upright attitude. One among them, 
if possible, more fierce and savage than his 
fellows, seized the hunting shirt of Ae 
young warrior, and at a single effort, tore 
it from his body. Then, with a yell of 
frantic pleasure, he leaped toward his un- 



192 THE LA8T OF 

resisting victhn, and prepared to lead km 
to the stake. But, at that moment, ^hea 
he appeared most a stranger to the feelings 
o£ humanity, ihe purpose of (he savage w^ 
arrested as suddenly, as if a supernataial 
agency bad interposed in the behalf of 
Uncas. The eye-balls of the Delaware 
seemed to start from their sockets; bis 
mouth opened, and his whcle form becsune 
'frozen in an attitude of amazements Rais- 
ing his hand, with a slow and regulated 
motion, he pointed with a finger to the 
bosom of the captive^ His companions 
crowded about him, in wonder, and ever}' 
eye was, like his own, fastened intently on 
the figure of a small tortoise, beautifully 
tattooed on the breast of the prisoner, in a 
bright blue tint. 

For a singal instant, Uncas enjoyed his 
ttiumph, smiling calmly on the scene. Then 
motioning the crowd away, with a high and 
haOghty sweep of his arm, he advanced in 
front of the mition with the air of a king, 
and spoke in a voice louder than the 
murmur of admiration that ,ran through 
the multitude. 
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' ' •'Men of the Lenni Lehi^er* he said, 
**iny race upholds the ekrth ! Your feeble 
tribe stands' on my shell! What fire, that a 
'Delaware can light, would btirn the child 
of niy fathers,", he added, pointing proudly 
to the simple blazonry on his skin ; ^' the 
blood. that came'from' such a stock, would 
smother your flames ! My race is the grands 
father of nations 1'" 

I '^ Who art thou ?'' demanded Tamenund, 
ri8ing,at the startling tones he heard, more 
than at any meaning conveyed by the lan- 
guage of the prisoner. 

'^ Uncas, the son of Chingachgook,'' 
answei'ed the cApiive, modestly, turning 
from the nation, and bending "bis head in 
reverence to the other's character and 
years ; " a son of the Great UnAmis.*'* 

•^ The hour of Tamenund is nigh !" ex- 
daiitied the sage; **^the day is come, at 
)ast, fo the nightl I thank the Manitto, 
that one is hiere to fill my place at the 
council-fire. Uncas, the 6lutd of Uucasj is 

••Turtle.' •' ' 
VOL, III. K 
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Ibuadl Let tiie eyes cf a Ayiag el^Ie 
gaze on lA^ rising sun/^ 

I%ie yant& ft'tepfiied ligbtl j^ btt ^K>ii41y^ 
on the platform^ whrere be bc^siae ifuSHk 
to the whole a^tated and #dndm^ 
multitude. Tamenund held him Img^ 
ithe length of his arm^ and read ev^ tntt 
in the &ne and !0% KiictoBMnts <ff JUb 
countenance, with the uWiirifiig ^sm pCixit 
#ho recaRed the days of bis 01m ha|i|ii&ess 
by the examination^ 

"Is TaMeBtmd a fooy I" ^t length ^e 
bewildered prophet exdakhed. "^^Have I 
dreamt of bo liien^ snows-^hat sdy people 
werescatteided like floating «2mds-^-ofYw- 
geesfe, mete plent;^ than ihe leaves on the 
trees I The an^w of Tamenund would 
not fdf^ki^m t)^ ydwg &.wn; bisannis 
withe£eHS like the branch df the dyi^oak; 
the isnaii would be swvfter in the race ; y«t 
is Uncas beifoKe Mm^ aft th4gr w^nt^ bat^ 
tle> gainst the pa3e-»facM! Uneas, the 
panthec of bis tr^, the ^)de«it tfon of the 
Lenape, the wisest Sagamore of the Mohi- 
cans ! ' Tell me, ye Delawares, has Tame- 
nundbeen a sleeper for a hundred winters?" 
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tkSb «1^ attd dteep t^ente t^tneh $nc« 
del^efd th«be v^t>rd8, suffieientlyannomnced 
tile ^#fol Te^t^ii^e v^th ^hicfi his pedpie 
Nk^««d t^ ^^omnM^icatiob of the (yatti- 
MRHk. No»^ dai^ to ^nirvrcr, l^otr^ ^ 
listened in breattiieM ei^etation of ^at 
M^tioltttih^i: Uncas, however, lool^itig in 
h% hcfe, wil^ the fbiidiie^ atid veneratrbti 
dthf^amtiteA-cMld, ^reSKimed on his cmn 
h^ ^m^ a9ekiK)wledged rank, to reply. 

•* 9otfr *raFi*i49rd t)f hi6 rate have lived 
iJid *eH*/' We d«S(d, *^ since the friend of 
TkJmemftiA led Msr p^eople in battle. The 
bl^mH ^ the Tuf'Sk has been in many 
«Alefs, bittt aH lia^ gome bade into th6 
Ulurth) frtftn Vv'htence they tratne, eiccept 
CMn^Jsbg«ok ^d his sofi.^ 

♦*J&t is 'tr4ife*-4t is true,* returned the 
«ge«-^ iBtMk of recoHectif^n destroying all 
Ml yl€»s&lg fttnetes, and restbrhig^ hitii, at 
ames <td 'a ^«Mta6t4otisness t^f ttre tftfe hifitbl-y 
df kfe ilaftJoft^. «<>iit \vfefe ittitin havie often 
wd «bdt two Warriefri^ of the * undtam^ed' 
irmOa'«(fei«ifitlie1iifts<^1^Tengee6e; why 
Imre 4teir 4eii«^ aft ihe eounctl-fires of'Yh^ 
ldfltoWbl«8%etM solotig etfipty !^' 
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At these words, . the. young, man ndited 
his head^ which be had still kept; bowed a 
little, in reverence, and lifting his voice, so 
as to be heard by the multitude, as if to 
explain, at once, and for ever, the policy 
of his family» he said, aloud — 

**Once we slept where we could hear 
the salt lake speak in its ang^r. Then we 
were rulers and Sagamores oyer the land. 
But when a pale-face was sedn on every 
brook, we followed the deer back tp the 
river of our nation. . The Delawares were 
gone ! Few warriors of them all stayed to 
drink of the stream they loved. Then said 
my fathers — ^here will we hunt. The 
waters of the river go into the salt lake. If 
we go towards the setting sun, we shall £hd 
streams that run into the great lakes of the 
^weet water \ there would . a M<&ican ^e^ 
like fishes of the sea, in the clear sptkigs. 
When the Manitto is ready, and shall say, 
* come,' we will follow the* ri vjsr to the sea, 
and take our own again/ Such,: Delawares, 
is the belief of the children of .the Turtle ! 
Our eyes are on the rising, .and not 
towards the setting sun ! We know whence 
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he comes, but we know not whither he 
goes. Iris enough," 

The men of the Lenape listened to his 
wprds with all the respect that superstition 
could lend) finding a secret charm even' in 
the figurative language with which the 
young Sagamore imparted his ideas. Un- 
cas himself watched the effect of his bridf 
explanation with intelligent eyes, and 
gradually dropped the air of authority hei 
had assotned, asl he perceived that his audi- 
tors wer^ content. Then permitting • his 
looks to waiid^r over the silent throng that 
crowded .around tKe elevated^ seat 'of 
Tamentihd, he ^rst perceived . Hawk^eyi^^ 
in his bonds. ' Stepping eagerly from his 
stand, he made a way for himself to the side 
of his friend, and cutting his thongs with a 
quick and angry stroke o€ his own knife, 
he motioned to the crowd to divide. The 
grave and attentive Indians silently obeyed, 
and once more they stood ranged in their 
circle, as before his appearance amting 
them. Uncas then took the scout by- the 
hand, and led him to the ' feet of the 
patriarch. 



**lMkttVh* he »mfL **hck at ^n» pale- 
face ; a just man^ and th» ^nsStA of i3» 

""Not t9» • vnmorkaowijktp Ae 9oo^ 
fMSQ» 4ii«^ fMiod hf the M aquas;;'* 
<<WJi^ imoie ha» fae gainod by h^ 

^ W<^ eall htm Hairk^esro^" UoMi tt^ 

^gbt si^«r &il§. The MingoM^QMs Vm 
ttttt^ 1^ the deatbi he gi^ee "their ^mriaat) 
wdh thwi. bej isr the * ioag rifta. • '^^ 

^^La Longu^ GalB^abiaeP eMlMttHt 
X^neiDtmd, 9{imiiig his eyes^ ^B^drv^sid^ 
lOg tihe acoui. ttern)y> ^^ My aim ku not 
4i»l9ke ireii to ciilt htm£rietid r 

^ t call Imn so^rbanroves Mpwdy^todb.^ 
:C9feiiciied the jsoung ehief» v^Hk grcwt ealm* 
BM6, but ivith ft Bkwdy mieiu ^-If UncHi 
it MKfeoivke aibon^ the Bekwaresy liiett ^ 

^ Tbe pfiieH&ce Has^ fltaia »jr yoocg aw } 
bia nutifie i3 gretfr fdr the bkw» he hfts 8ln»sk 

♦WffllnniPtaiu 



^ IF « Mk)^o hoB wfaiispered that much 
in the ear of the Detaw»*e> heltesool}^ 
manifested that he i& a slngi^g^ird/' said 
IJie^scois^, MfiHy now beite\^d lit was tiaie to 
vindicate hicMelf from mtdk oflfendive 
^larges, and w^ sj^ke ifi the temgak of 
the ma» ho addpee^ed; moSStfyii^g tkia Indian 
^gme»i howeyer^ with hid own pecuKar 
no^onfr. ^^^TIMl I have slatt th» Maquas, 
X am not. Uie nan to den)% even at tb^if 
own council-firoB ; but that, knowingly, my 
liand kaa ever harmed a Debiwapop k op* 
^osed to lite rieadon ei my gtfh| which is 
friendly to them> and all that belongs* to 
tliieir natioB^.^ 
. A low «xel|iiiation of appIaiMBe passed 
among the woiriors, wh^ exchanged looks 
widi ^69ek »tkier, like m&& that first began 
to perceive tlieir error. 

^' Where is the |iHP<m?^ deisftanded 
V^mefim^d. ^* Has he stoppedl xny> ^ars !" 

iKlagtta, whose i^elhigs^ during thirt 
scene in which Uncas had trit^pbedy isiay 
|Nd mKieh be^er imiagiried than desi^ibed, 
Qcyw answered to. tdse cali> by stepping 
boldly in front of t^ patriiar ehi. 
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«' The Jiist .Tamenujad," he said, '*' will 
not keep what a Huron has lept" 

" Tell me, son of my; brother," retarned 
the sage, avoiding the dark coantenance of 
le Subtil, and. turning gjadly to the more 
ingenuous features of Uncas j " has the 
stranger, a concjuerQ^'s right oyer you ?*' 

*^ He has none, .The . panther . may get 
into snares set by, thje jyomen, b^jt he is 
strong, and .knows .how to leap through 

them/^ 

, . . . . <• 

" La Longue Carabine ?•' 

** Laughs at the Mingoes. Go,. Huron $ 
ask your squaws the colour of a.bjear f* 

''The stranger and the white inaiden 
that came into my camp together ?" 

" Should. journey pn an.op^n path/' . . 

'' And the woman fliat the Huron left 
with my warriors ?*' 

Uncas made no reply. 

'^ And the woman that the .Mingo has 
brought into my camp ?*' repeated Tame- 
nund, gravely. 

"She is minel" cried Magna, shaking 
his hand in triumph, at Uncas. ^ Mohican, 
you know that she is mine." 
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My son is silent," said Tamenund, en- 
deavoi^ring to read the expression of the face 
that the youth turned from him, in sorrow; 

V It is so,** was the Jow and brief reply. 

A short and impressive pause succeeded, 
during which it was very apparent with 
what reluctance the multitude admitted ^he 
justice of th^ Mingo^s claim. At length 
the sage; on whom albne the decision de^ 
pended, said, in a firm voice— 

*' Huron, depart." 

" As he came, just Tamenund," demand- 
ed the wily Magna ; *^ or with hands fiHed 
VfUh the faith of the Delawares ? The 
wigwam of le Renard Subtil is empty* 
Make him strong with his own." 

The aged man mused with himself for a 
time, and then bending his head towards one 
^f his venerable companions, he alsked — 

*^ Are my ears open ?** 

•• It is true.'* 

♦' Is this Mingo a chief?'' 

*' The first in his nation/* 

** Girl, what wouldst thou ! A great wax^ 
rior takes thee to wife. Go, thy race will 
not end." 

x3 




« Better, « tl^owani tjjNXil,. H afaKHiU." 

iQMt vitli aadti a deifra^chitioR r' 

••Huron, her i^di^fai^the tfn^^ftier 
fttberau An imwiUis^ i»>idee msii»^. an 

••She spe^ifes vith the tosguft fif Iwir 
people/' retui:a€i4 Magtt*^ Wjjajjdiag bis 
victisok with a 1 wk of bitt^ iro«y , " Shfi: i# 
of a race of tra^erq^ i^. will bw^i^ fo^ ^ 
bright look. Let Tarpj^uad ^ei|^ the 
words?" 
, *• T^ke you the wana^m*, w4 our We*" 

••Notbiqg b^y^Qi. biAt w^a( Magiyi 
bfou^f; hither*" 

••Then d@pgrt Vfith, tbiB^ 09^. Tbp 
Oireat M«Wl|tQ fwWU .tfel*t p^ PelA^irare 

«bo^ld be «niu«.^" 

MA^9j!k a4vf^p<?Qd^ ^3618^ bi^i captive 
i^ongly by the arip; ^ P^^w^res fell 
back, in silence ; and Cora, a? if cpi^icious 
that remonstraace would be uy^^s^ pre- 
pared to submit tp her i^te wit^H^U r^nst- 
atwije. - 

•« Hold, )iold?' cri^d Dwnca^ sgiJLUgiqg 
forward ; '^ Huron, have mercy ! J^ fHn* 
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^i^m 9ha}l infttJce the« ridbertiiM aay* of th^r 
y^Qfiili^ )i^r^ $YQr yet l|rto»3ft 1». b^^''* 

. -M^gua.^ 9f $ed-slitM i ^e. w^HU: not tim 
h^^ of %h^ palje-ft|pf»v*' 

m^i^m 9QQdf , ^9^ be uot thy vjg^am. ; aB 

♦*Ir^ I^MJ^tit is ye^y atrong," died Magua^ 

«> l^l^igb}^ Ruler «f Pn»ride»^f^ 62d» 
xrlaimed; m«y»r^4 clthi^pwg W3 bwda ter 
^11^^ ffk ilgP9y>» ^<^l^ tihU ^e »^redj 

** The yfifr^ of thfe ©elaviure ar^ feid,^ 
^1^1^ the 5«ge, Ql^mg hi? ^ps, and 
^^P9^^g 1^)^ ^^^ ¥t se^t^ 9,liJ^je. wea^i^ied 
w^. Mf : m^ptal 4in4 his ^04% exertion. 
;en:®e9i.nj?*twi^Q/^ 

That a qi^i^shoiildinQt mk^pen^hiatiin^ 
sf^ i^uMtying whpt hft%.eii^cs ^PP ^pofoeni is. 
^1^ 1^ r^^o»fth}^^' $Md Hawk*eye^ 

t^^ Vim^M tQ bj^ jiUsiit^ ^'bti# 






• • 



304 THE ULST OF 

it is also prudent in every 'warrior to con- 
sider well before he strikes his tomahawk 
into the head of his prisoner. Huron, I 
love you not J nor can I say that any Minge 
has ever received much favour at mj hands. 
It is fair to conclude, that if this war does 
not soon end, many more of your warriors 
will meet me in the woods. Put it to your 
judgment, then, whether you would prefer 
taking such a prisoner as that lady into 
your encampment, or one like myself, who 
am a man tliat it would greatly, rgoice 
your nation to see with naked hands/* 

** Will the *long rifle* give his life for the 
woman ?'* demanded M agua, hesitatingly j 
for he llad already made a motion towards 
quitt^g the place with his victim. 

** No, no ; I have not said so much as 
that,** returned Hawk-eye, drawing back, 
with suitable discretion, when he noted the 
eagerness with which Magna listened to his 
proposal. ^ "It would be an unequal ex- 
change, to give a warrior, in the prime of 
his age and usefulness, foir the^best woman 
on the frontiers. I might consent, to go in* 
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to winter quarters, now — at least six week^ 
afore the leaves will turn — on condition 
you will release the maiden.'* 

Magua shook his head in cold disdain, 
and made an. impatient sign for th^ crowd 
to open. 

'' Well/ then," added the scout, with 
the musing air of a man who had not half 
made up his mind, ^^ I will throw ^kill-deer' 
into the bargain. Take the word of an ex- 
perienced hunter, the piece has not its 
equal atween the provinces." 

Magua still disdained to reply, continuing 
his effort^ to disperse the crowd. 

*' Perhaps,'' added the scout, losing hii 
dissembled coolness, exactly in proportion 
as the other manifested an indifference to 
the exchange, ^^ if I should condition to 
teach your young men the real virtue of 
the we'pon, it would smooth the little dif^ 
ferences in our judgments.'* 

Le Renard fiercely ordered the Dela- 
wares, who still lingered in an impenetrable 
belt around him, in hopes be would listen* 
to the amicable proposal^ to open his path, 
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mppeal to <^ in&lUbfe jiisi^e eft their 
«* prophet/' ' 

^ \IRviA u orderad, must «Dd»6P or ^ter 
Mmre,^ boHtlnit^ MawlMsye, tUFning "with 
a sad and humbkd look to Uncas. *^Th€ 
ifaiAet l9Doiir& fals adVaatage^ aad wiH keep 
itl €!iod ilcBS ^019^ hpy^ ymx haiveibuad 
BMbdft iammigp yoin* n^aisttl fein^ ain^ I 
iKfie tliey witt >p]raye aig trcHfeas aome joti 
ivive me^ tvko h^d no Jbadian cvoas. M 
for me, sooner or laier» I ddusft dioi; ifc is 
tbemfora ilR>jrtm)ate 1^£e are ^t &m to 
make my dba<^rho^l! After ali; it ia Vkely 
tti^ tW^ WQuld h^ive' iiiaiiaged'tt9^ tndfler -my 
WifSspi e|0^«day or two will makeno grMtidi^ 
^^ao^iothe everlasting reekoaisg of ikne^ 
€iKxi W«* 3501!^''' ^ed the r^i^^ woods^ 

teaop be^idiiag Im fe^ widei with quiver* 

direction again, \^ti^ a %i^isj(if ili Ipc* towflwJa 

tfc^.youtilijj ^^ I Iwed Imih yA^md your 
ii^w^,^ ^U«9A% Hfmgk ^ ek^m ai:e ooi 
^il^thw of «i. f^^tiTf. ai^ PW gift3 d«e 
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Imev^i: lQ3t spigUt pf him vft, my gr^ttect 
trQublcti^ «n4> »$ for jqu^ thiolf; Qf me^sctip^ 
times, when oa a lucky trail j^ apd dep^s^ 
f)isi it, toy, wbetber tb^rj^ bQ cue heaven or 
tWQ, therq is ^ patl\ in tbe other wpc^d^ ]ff 
which honest men m^Y eom^ tqgeti^^r aj^SHi^ 
Y.Qu'U find the rifle in the place. w« hid ^%i 
t^eitandk^epitfornaysake; aodhfB^kiq^ 
la4 as your natural gifts don't demy ypu the 
use of vengeance, use it ^ little freely cn^ 
the Mirigqesi it oi^y unburthen ypurgEi^ 
at my loss, a^d e?^si? your miud^ HuroB, J 
accept your offer ; release the lady* I sf^ 
your prisoner.'' 

A suppressed, but atill distii^t niu^mny 
of a]^robatio{i, r^ thr^^ugh the crowd 9|t 
this gf nerous prc^siM W i ev^ the $€at;g9t 
4iaou^ the IXelairaf a warri<>rs manifesting 
p]$2a^ure at the xpqtiliness of 4^e inten4e4 
Marine. Ma{;ua paused, a^d for a|i $m^ir 
0tt3. moment, it might be aaid,,i^e dQu|)t«i[} 
then casting his ey^s on Cor^, with an ^r 
pres^ion iu which {etjocxty and ad^ii^n^il 
were rtraqg^ly mingled, his^purp^j^'b^i^^SM 
fixed f^rev^,; 
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He ihtiirialied his contempt of the offer, 
with a backward motion of his head, and 
said, m a steady and settled voice — ' 

' ** Le Renatd Snbtii is a great chief; he 
has but one mind. Come/' lie added, 
htying his hand too familiarly on the shoulder 
of his' captive, to urge her onward; "a 
Huron warrior is no tattler ; we will go,'* 

The maiden drew back in a lofty, womanly 
reserve, and her dark eye kindled, while 
the rich blood shot, like the passing bright- 
ness of the sun, into her very temples, at 
the indignity. ^ 

'^ I am your prisoner, and at a fitting time 
shall be ready to follow, even to myde^th. 
But violence is unnecessary," she coldly 
said; and immecHately turning to Hawk- 
eye, added, ** generous hunter ! from my 
soul I thank you. ^ Your offer is vain, 
neither could it be accepted ; but still you 
may serve me, even more than in your own 
noble intention. Look at that drooping, 
humble child ! Abandon her not until you 
leave her in the habitations of civilized men. 
I will not say/' wringing the hard hand^of 
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the scout, "tbatherfrfther will rewsu-d^Ou— * 
for such as yod are above the rewards of 
men — -but he will thank you, and bless you. 
And, believe me, the blessing of a just and 
aged man, has virtue in the sight of Heaven; 
Would to God, I could hear one 'from his 
lips at this awful moment !'^ ' Her voice 
became choked, and foi* an instant she was 
silent ; then advancing a step higher, to 
Duncan, who was supporting her uncon- 
scious sister,' she continued,' in more aiib^ 
dued tdnes^ but*in which her feelings, and 
the babits of her sex,'maintained a fearful 
struj^e*— ** I need not tell you to cherish 
the treasure yoii will possess. You love 
her. Hey war d ; that would conceal a thou- 
sand faults, though she had them. She is 
SMS kindi as gentle, as sweet/ as good, as 
mortal may be. There is 'not a blemish in 
mind or person, at which the proudest of 
you all would sicken. She is fair— Ghi 
how surpassingly fait!** 'lajdhg her own 
bieautiful, but less brilliant hand, in inelan^ 
choly affection, on the alabaster forehead 
of Alice^ and parting the golden hair which 
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dttitered AoeoA hsr bmi»; ^^sid^ >rik 
Imt sniftL » aa pnwaiid 9p»t)e89 aft h^ 3kmi 
I coald say iQuciH^aiofe^ petiu^isi, 4hMi 
cooler v^i^ w«M a,^paii«, bu* I wH 
aptre luath yoM and mioBdlW-P {!» voici 
faoeanc itttodiUe, aand her £bee naa |ig«f; 
over the fi>nn of hoF MStcff. Aftar ft; loog 
ttiui bumiftg. kiss» she aroas^afid witk&ir 
tar^ d^ the ^«ia of €kslh» huk mli^ut en&m 

Mbd added io, the a»«ge^ irath att hat 
fi^n^r devBtien of ixianiier^'^ NotfTt wv tf 
tt he jour yAbuHtae^ 1^ ivsHI- ^lom/^ 

^ Ay^ go/' cried DaneaQ, |>)^^3^ AUm 
i«rthe arms of'aa If^iaagkrl;^ '^go» Ma@w» 
f^ Hiese Ddbi^arefik he^^^ thek I^im^ 
which forhid them te delpii yoga ; hut J«<* 
i hame x^ auc^ ofattgalacwi. €bo» at^digoaal 
ei(mstePf<rwby do. yoe djeilayi'-f 

ft wQsdd be diUknlfc ie dumhe the^eag- 
^ressieob of feaitures .mthPwlBdi Mag«a& iisr 
iMauBd lai tl^ft thfeat tiob foUi^i. 'BieFe wi$ 
at dbflt a £fimi^ and mmifiait^ dt^l^y o€)i0f« 
Ukd thea k naa mitaiitiy aidtthnoxl » a 
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^^Xl|^W90d4 a«»Qf)w/' he was content 
W4tl^ aogiNreci^'; '^the^ ^open hand' ean 

^^klifMJ\ cried Hftwkwsyev ^mamg Ikatf 
9tp ^y tt^^ wni, an4 detfiimng kffin bf \io« 
leqQ9 ) ^'yiw kdKiw not tke ci*aft of tire impi; 
He iCould lead you to an ambushment, and 
your death — '* 

*' Huron/' interrupted Uncas, who sob* 
misdive to the stern customs of his people, 
had been an attentive and grave listener to 
all that passed ; '^ Huron, the justice of the 
Delawares com^s from the Manitto. Look 
at the sun. He is now in the upper branches 
of the hemlock. Your path is short and 
open. When he is seen above the trees 
th6re will be men on your trail." 

*^ I hear a crow !" exclaimed Magna, 
with a taunting laugh. ^* Go,'' he added, 
shaking his hand at the crowd, which had 
slowly opened to admit his passive — 
•* Where are the petticoats of the D^a* 
wares ! Let them send their arrows and 
their guns to the Wyandots ; they shall 
have vension to eat, and ,com to hoe. Dogs^ 
rabbits^ thieves — I spit on you I" 



warriors, who * caught the gleams of anger 
that shot from the eyes of the young chief, 
in passing, followed him to the place he 
had- selected for his meditations. After 

I. 

^ which, Tamenund and Alice were removed, 
and the women and children were ordered 
to disperse. Daring thie momentous hour 
that succeeded, the encampment resembled 
a hive of troubled .bees, who only awaited 
the appeavttfioe-and example of th^ leadef, 
to tske some distant and momentous flight. 
A young warrior, at length, issued from 
tte k>dg^ ixf Una», and niovinig delibe- 
iate^ with a tort>af gtave nyat^h, towards 
a 4trai^ iptoe, tbst grew m tbe <^^<;es of 
tbe rocky tern^ce, he tore the bdlfk IrdM 
its body, and Itbea vetumed whence he 
gms^ w&tbolit spelldsigl He >«rE^ soon 
f«kUdwed by another^, who stv^piped t^ 
4M^liilg of its l)PMidh6s> leai^g it aL ^afe«il 
md '^Ms^d" trunk. A tMrd xAAoaat^ 
the pdsts with 9tri|>ds <if a idark Ked pidM'; 
«U which (ittdiGitiMS oF ^ h^ddtife d^esign ih 
i^ IfOiA&mo^f ihe naition;, were-reccfiit^ bjr 
Jbe mbv^ wiitbout in a j^bomy ^nd owSUmi^ 
mhw^. VmeSl^t the IMMiicaii himMli^ i^ 



s^peared, divestfed of ie^ hh irttire, except 
his girdle aiid leggings, and "with one half 
of his fine features hid under a <doud of 
threatening black. 

Uncas moved with a sfow and dignified 
tread t9wards the post, which he imme- 
diately commenced encircling with a mea- 
sured step, not unlike an ancient darkle, rai- 
sing his voice,. at tlxe same time, in ttfe wild 
and irregular chaiit of his war-song. The 
notes were in the extremes of htoiiiaii bounds ; 
being sometimes melancholy and exqui- 
' sitely plaintive^ even rivalling the .melody 
of birds— -and then, by sudden and sitartling 
transitions, causing the auditors to tremble 
by their depth and energy. The words 
"^ere few, s^ of^ nptsifedr, ^robeeding 
gradudly firctafi a soft #f iavoortio&, lOPt 
^j^mn, to the d^y^ to <an itiftimatiUKi lof iSbtt 
*#Brriot's object, and «9ril(i]inatto|^ asi ti»^ 
teotiai^enced, #ith an afebfto^ledgifieiit isf 
ttfs o^9m depetod^flffce on the tJreat SfAtk*. 
It it wei^ porssibte to trftttsltAe l^e ^mipif^ 
fMfftfsive "afnd Melodietis l^gt^ge kk 1»ti^k 
lie ^o^ke, the o^ rmglA "read sbm^th^ &ik» 
l9ffe fdloWitag- 
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Mimitto! lifiiiito! Ki^iHto I 
, Thou art great — thou art good-— thou art wise— 
Manittol Manitlol " 

Thou art jiBt ! 

Id the heavens, in the clouda» Oh ! I see ! 
Many spots — many dark— many red — 
In the heavens, Ob ! I see! 
Many clouds. 

In the woodsy in the air. Oh ! I hear ! 
The whoop, the long yell, and the cry — 
1 n the woods, Oh f I hear 
The loud whopp ! ^ 

" - » . • , 

Manitto! Manitto! Manitto! 

■ 

I am weak — thou art strong — I am slow-* 
Manitto I Manittd t 
Give me aid* 



r At the end of whaX might be called each 
verse, . he made a pause,: by. raising a note 
louder and longer than common, that^vas 
peculiarly suited to the sentiment just. ex- 
pressed* The first: clo^e was splenm, and 
iotfend^ to convey the idea of yeneration ; 
the second descriptive^ bordering on the 
akrming ; and the third was the welLknoi^^ 
^nd^ terrific war«*w^oop, which burst from 
the lips of the young warrior, like a Cotn- I 
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.bimtioD of all the fnghtfiilsounciU of.battle. 
The last, was . Hke the first, humble, meek^ 
and imploring. Three times did he repeat 
this song, and as often did he encirde tht 
post in his dance. 

.. At the close of the first turn, a grave and 
hi^ly esteemed chief of the Lenape foU 
lowed his example, singing words of his 
own, however, to a music of a similar cha*- 
racter. Warrior afteir warrior enlisted ia 
the dance, until all of aay renown, and au^ 
thortty were to be numbered in its mazes. 
The spectacle now became wildly terrific ; 
the fierce looking and menacing visages of 
the chiefs receiving additional power, from 
the appalling strains in which they mingled 
their guttural tones. Just then^ Uncas 
struck his tomahawk deep into the post, 
and raised his voice in a shout, which 
might be termed his own battle cry. The 
act atmounced that he had assumfed the 
• chief authority in the intended expedition. 
It was a signal that awakened all the 
alumb^dng passions of the nation. A hun- 
dred youths, who had hitherto been re^ 

.:YOL. ni. t ' •' 



afrikied fay the diitdeiee of flMt^uiii 
luAed in a irantiic body on the Glided 
^emblem of tbeir enemy, aod severed k 
'amnder, splinler byr splinter^ uatii' no&iflg 
remained of the trunk but its roote tfn tte 
icarth. During ^h iliamait of KUttiilt, 
4he most ruthless deeds df wsur were ^- 
ilbrmed on die ftaginentsof the tfiee, w^ 
•as mmch apparent ierooity, as though ^lixy 
iirere the actual liwng victims of ihek 
^Muxtiiy. Scxme* werb sca^d ; smne re- 
ceived the kden aiid tremldii^ axe ^ and 
odii^rs suffered by thrusts fr^m ibe iitiH 
knife. In short, the 'm^Difestadbna -of zAl 
amd fierce delight webre so great.aod iihecpii- 
vocal, that it iras soon a|4>arent the^xpedi- 
tiofi Was unqualiiedly tiediared^to be a irsr 
of "the nation. 

The instant Uncas had stirtick the- Uow, 
h)6 moved Out of the circle, and ba^ his 
eji^d up at the eiun,)wbij&h iBvvsrjnst gaimflg 
the pcMnt, ^hdn the tnxce with ISagutaiMs 
tcend* Th6 i&et was * ston announcsed by a 
sjgilificant^ftture, teeompanied Sbya^dar- 
. i^espoQdin^ ory ^ abd the whole of )die/e]b3t6d 
multitude abandoned their mimic isgaftre, 
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iiiitli riwBI and: loud ydls cf pteasure, to 
prepare for the more hazardous expeiim^it 
jof ti^ renlily. 

13ie whole face of the encaEnpment wtt 
now int^mily chaoged. The warriors, vAto 
jurme aJxeady anaed, and pamted, became 
,iui StQl, as if they were incapable o£ Bixy 
imqammon burst of emotion. On the 
.other band, the women' bxoke out of die 
;l<Higes» mih the songs of joy and those , 
of lamentation, jso strangely mingled^ that 
it might have been difficult to have said 
whidi pasision preponda*ated. None, hbw- 
e^^r, were idle. Some bore thmr chokei^t 
\9rt)icle% Pthprs their young, and some their 
.4ged aiid infirm, into the &rest, which 
spread itself like a verdant carpet of bright 
.g^CQQ. 9g9ii3^t the side of the mountain. 
lliitMr Tamenuiid alao retired, with calqi 
composure, after a short and toucbiAg 
iinj^view vnih Uncas ; from whom the 
9i9gp separated with the reluctance that a 
parent would quit a long lost, and just 
rfK»v»i^d» child. In the mean time, Dun- 
.4wat saw AJ6^^. to a place of safety^ aifd 
.th»)t: sought: die Sfcout, with features that 

L 2 



AeneteA hovr eagerly he- ako pintu^^^ 
the approaching cooteirt. 

But Hawk-eye was too muoh ackfOstoiiied 
to^ the war-song and the ealktmmWGt^ the 
natives, to betray any interest in th^flMl^g 
scene. ,He merely cast an ocast^i^^htCfck 
$A the number and qtmlky of' th^ wariiots» 
who^ from time to time, dtgnifiedf f heit tea- 
diness to accompany Uhcas to tXie -fi^td. 
In this particular he was soon ^a^sf&H ^ 
for, as has been already* seeft, the pdwer aii 
the youDg chief quieldy embraced eveiy 
ighting^ man in the nadon; AHer tids 
material point was so satis&ctotil|jr decided, 
l>e dispatched an Indian' bdy^ ill quesit of 
« kill-deer" and the rifle .of Uncfts,'td ^ 
I^lited, in the margin of the ibree^ vAita^ 
they had deposited the weapoils, ott ap- 
proaching the camp of the Ilfela#ar^t^^a 
measure of double policy, inasmtt^h tt#it 
firotectid the ai-ms from their 'own iafi^^' if 

. d^ined as prisoners, and gave ttfeiH Ihe 
Advantage of appeairing among Che sthm^n 

-^her as suflSereri^ than as ifiten^ ]tr<&«i^ted 

rwjtth the means of defence and subAiMeiie^. 

^ lA^selectiog ancrther to perfbltli tIi»diM^ 
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i^«biriiigihUittgldy:pBixed£rifle» thejcout; 
hibd lost figkt of ncoe of bm lobitual caat: 
liom. He knew tliat Mi^ua had not come 
unatt^ded^ and be diso . knew that I|ufon 
spies Mrsitdhed the nH>vefn.6nt9 of their n&w 
^ai^fomt sdoi^g the wh<>le boundary of: th^ 
wppda. It wouldi therefore, have beent 
£U^ te himsedi^* to have attempted the e?c- 
poaqdept ; a warrior wojuld have fared nq 
better ; but thfi daqgi^r of a boy would not 
be likely. t9 eomineace until after his obj^ 
was difccrv^ed* Wh^ Heyward joined 
him^ th» scout was cocdly awaiting the 
result of this experiment* 

The \j!^yj who had been well instructed^ 
and was sufficiently ctj^ty, procee^ed^ with 
a bosoo;! that was ^welU^ with the prid^ 
of such a confidence, and all the hopes 
pfyjwDg aoQ^ition, carelessly across the 
dearlqg.to the wood, which he entered Bt^ 
point at some little .distance fbocn the placi^ 
w:here the gpns were secreted. The instant^ 
hojBv^ever^ he was concealed by the foliage 
of the bushes, l^s dusky form, was to be 
8«englidij^g, ^ke thst of a serpent, toward^ 
|he,4esired treasure. He was successfulj 
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atad in anodi^r mmhent be ai^cared, flyiog 
across the narrow opemug tiiat skirted Ae 
base of the terrace on whidi the villftge 
stood, witb the veloeity of an arrow, iind 
betfing one of his prizes in each fafeind. 
He had actu&Hy gained the <irag8, sind was 
leaping up their sides with iificredible ac- 
tivity, when a shot froin the woods sAio#ed 
h6w accurate had been the judgitnei>t oHht 
Scout. The boy answered it with a ^feeble, 
but contemptuous shout, and Immediatety 
a second bullet was sent a^er him, irbin 
another part of the cover.> At the next 
instant he appeared on the level above, 
elevating his guns in triumph. While he 
inoved, with the air of a conqueror, towards 
fte renowned hunter, who had bonoiired 
him by so glorious a commission; 

Notwithstanding the Kvely interc^tH^wk- 
^y^ had taken in the fate of his messenger, 
he ireceived ** kilWeer'' with a satisfaction 
thai, momentarily^ drove all other recoHec- 
tions from hii mind. After examining*thie 
^ece WilK a keen and ititdligebt eye^ and 
bpeniftg and shutting the pan some h^a or 
^eetr times, and trying sundry 
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eqiudiy impoflMtekp^rn^^ on ihelocdc» 
he tuned to thie boy» «Qd demanded, with, 
gpr«st i0Mif4eatf^tiQO9.€f kindne^^f if he wm. 
hurt* The urcfaiA looked proudly up in 
lua&be, but 4»ade no reply. 

*' Ay i I.aee^ lad, the ku^yes have balked 
your arm:!" added the scput» takiqg up the 
Uiab ef the patient sufferer^ nctoss which a 
deepJeidi wound had been made by osie ci 
tliBibullelB ; ^* but a little bruised alder wiU 
act like adiarm; In the mean time, I will 
wacqi it in a badge of > wampum ! You iiavB 
Qommenced the business^ of it warnor. early, 
nty brave boy, aiid are Hkdy to beaf ;ap]eat|p 
efhionourable scars to your graVe. . I know 
many, young men that, have takea qcalps^ 
wkoraatBQ^showsuchajnarkmthiaJ .6o}" 
having bound up the arin^ *^you will be a 

ehiefr 

. The lad departed, prouder of his flowing 

Uood .dmn the. vainest courtier could Jbe of 

his Uushinginband ;. and stalked^among the 

fettowta of his^ age, an object of. general ad^* 

Mrattoil iaad ^trn^y. But. in a moment ioif 

to mfOBf jsenoua and impoartant duties^ this 

«ngle«BGl; of: jureuile fiktitude, did mi 
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attnct ilie geiier«( iiotiee %n& ewnmenAs,^' 
tioh it wocld have received under milAer 
siiispices. It had, however^ served to apprise' 
the Delawares of thepbsition sad the inten^ 
tions of their enemied. Accordingly^aparty 
df advmturers, better suited to the tadfc'thlstn 
the wekkf though spirited boy, iK^ere ordered; 
to dislbdge the skulkers. The doty was soon 
performed, for most of the Hiirons retired 
df themselves, when they fouAd thai they 
had been discovered. The D^wares Al- 
lowed to a iv^cient distance ^ fromf their 
omn encampment, and then halted for 
orders, apprehensive of being led into an- 
ambush. As both* parties secreted: them- 
selves, the Woods w^ again as* stilt 'altdr 
quiet, as a mild summer morning and deep 
soUliude could 'render di!em. 

The calm, but still impatient Unciis; now 
collected his chiefs, and divided liislpowfer. 
He presented Hawk-eye as a warrtoir, bftra 
ined, and always found deserving of MnA-' 
dence. When he found his friend mtk 
with a fevourable reception, he. besfowed 
oh him the cominand of twenty men, like 
hiiBsdf; acdv^ skiliii], and resokite.' 'He 



of J^y ward ainoQg the trQopfi Qf t]}e ]^eiei- 

g999e, cuad th;eii te'qdesred to him a ttx^ <(vf 

Q^al awthwty. . ^ut.Dunc^ d«<;IiA<4 tlj# 

oharg€u prpfeasUig l)is rea4ioe9a.to serve 9» 

AyplMVkt^ei: by thp sid^ of t|ie ^poutt . Aft» 

i^iis fiispositioi), th/e yowg Mohk^w sift 

painted .vaiipus native chiefs to fillthfi difr 

fei^t ^tu^tiqqs of r^^pnsibilityj s^n4 th« 

time now pressing, be gave forth the.ivor4 

tp iparch. He wa cheerfully, but. si^tly 

.pbeyje^dt by i^pre tb^P Wo huqfir^d miQiii 

Their ^nifmqe into the forecit was. pQfu 

f^ptiy uoipolesited ; upr did they f^cqimtff 

,9fhy Hying objects, t^Jiat cpidd either .jpi^ 

tb^.ajivai, or furnish the int^ligei^ce tb^ 

ni«dpd,.untilj:hey wpe up9» tji? lairs. ^ 

IheitQWAspoutij. Ahaltyastbeaor^gr^ 

.synd.the chiefs ivere aaiiwabled iu Apirt tp 

hold, a ** whispering . cppnpU^^ At ^ 

weeding, diye^s pljiijis of operation weffa 

B«fg«stp4 thpugb iy>ne of a fdwapter fo 

meet the wishes of their ardent l^^f^ 

. Had lltipaa followed the |xromptii}gs^ his 

.ojrn infiUna^ion^ l^e would have ]e4 ^mM- 

lij^wers to the chai^^e without a^ jo^ofpffltP 

l8 



an iiiilailt iilsiife'; btttsiiiih ft tMUse .trcniUL 
liavei>6^iti oppoi^on to di the i^ostfcd 
^eticed a&d opiMcNiii df bis emihtl^yttiei. 
He ti^^, therefore, fatn to adopt li^^Mitkm, 
that in the present temper of hib ffi&Ml^ he 
«3:eorated, and to Hilton to < advice at ividdi 
his fiery spirit chaftd, under the vivid "te- 
^UectibH of Ccn's daag^r^ and Hugl^^B 
insol^nc^^ 

\ After an unsatisl^actorjr confe^lsiK^e of 
tnmy diinuiaes, a sdHtary individual lAu 
rseen advandngtinomiiie sideof theenraiy, 
tritih* such appiurent haste^ ^» to indkice the 
'beUef he mi^the a messefigca: chaiged 
%iili tome paci^ bvei^uresv Wh^witUn 
ft hniichled yards, ho'wevei', (if the ^^hmxt 
fbdnnd Vdiich the t>elawfire couHdl had 
^aasemhled) ^e s&anger iiesitaitedy'iftipelMd 

■ taBC«.«« WW co<,rte to tA., »o« fattr 
'halted. All -eyes were now ' tvCcned on 

» 

Uneasy as S iieeldng ^i^clioKis how to pro- 

^ Hiwibeye/'^ ^d the yom% dhie^^ In a 
'iow V^ee, ^hemust never sp^ t<^ tiie 
' H&rons a^ni" 



^f Hiii;tiiiieJ»<i:coaie^'? said liejlecoi^ 
^aoutyi thnttttsg the Icm^ bAmlx)f imsMd 
HamMf^ the kayes, iuid rtaking his deliba* 
i;9*e.end istel aim.. 3iit, instead. <^poUi^ 
tbe tzigger, he lonrered theinuszle agaio^ 
aiidiiidiQlged hinsielf in a£t of Us peculwr 
HQUizih. f^I.took.tiie iixip for a Mmgo^ as 
Fm .a miseiabte istonerlr he said^ ^*;biit 
wiien my eye cang;^ along his iihs,.fiNr 
a ^ace to. gpet the ballet anr-^muld yoa 
^hiUk .it, Uncas^^I saw itfate musiowidife 
IdowerJ and so, after <ail, it » the man^tey 
call-Oamut, viiosedeatbcanpcofit no^ne, 
and -yAme life, if his:toagae x»n do ^Boof 
llung hot shag, may b6 made servieeable to 
oiir -own ends. If soua^. Jiave net loBt 
Ikim vistaie, lUl soonJiairea diaoouiscf with 
theiioiiefit ^feUaw, and .that ia a^oiea WK 
find Jiftore agneable lihiui tiie^speecAi 4>( 
^ikfll-deer^^ V 

. . S0;8aydng,,Haj»k-eye iaidaside ha wAe^ 
and crawling thimigh tite libshi», mk^ 
.inthin bearing of David, he attetnpb»l 4o 
ttpeat'the milsioal efitet,; wliiiii liad eon* 
ducted himself, with so teuch safety^d 
tebtl^ tikoiigh ; tbe Huron^ jeB<BaiB|iiBient« 



«ia4ily be dacobr^df Xmdyta saj: thb tmAy- 
ifc ^lild'Mveiieeii . 6ittfivit:S»c nsosymlimr 
thaa Hawk*^^ tb^ofluce a siskilttPooLi^) 
«ti(i/aoiirkqu6iitiy# haiaDgobcabisfare hisaffd 
tk& 90vmiK he txow kmw whence tho^ripn^ 
#ie4^ TliezpbOTieltoiiirappetoedmstairtK 
^^(eKe^edirorii aiateteof grd±eniiMnMB«« 
«i(ii\t(' foi?» jii^nedttliely piirsQiBg'die dinoi^ 
tkm i)f tii0 ^oic^T^:iaak. that tor himrniaa 
tfdt fKiucbi 1«0& Arduous, than it .^Kbijdd lisre 
]^e(il>vto havia^pitietUp inifiibeofia batterjit,' 
^.oiMlpn: dtteoveKdrtbe iudhi^ -fot^ter,' 

€ : ¥1 VKiiulof vimt: ihe Uioiiims ; il^ tUiA 
j^rthati'') fia&litfar scdiit, langhing; }Mibe 
Isook ha caBapBMiiaa bjike ai'sii^^aiidi ttr^ed 
hhiiisMlfijy^cMRa^ 'i^Iftfaeioiarei 

«« *thiB,e».*«h0(v therwitt say^thETC ^«« 
two ncm-coo^wstuB, instead of iomef Bht 
)i^e mi ar&'^afe/' he adddfd^.-pomttng to 
£}«Qas.«iidHbis'aif8oemta8. - ^*^H6wfffir& xa 
4llgiei Imtotj o£ iti^h Mm§(> inventtana» r iin 

^OWflB;bfiV<goe.f^ f" :'"','• r. '.: ."/;. y *• 

/ J^srUkfimedraliniiC 



w8f3:JairioiQg:diidfs, iit-mijie wtonHer; Inlt 
Mmi:^d by/ idie . prasende of fiie^ that h« 
kBtw^» .he socai nallied his^fhcuMes to fiu^i 
aft: to? mdusi^ iotelitgeat tepfy. 

;^^ The heathen afe abroad tn goedly 
ntimbers/' aaid' David; ^^and^ ajs I fbar 
Mth . evil iiiteiit. ' There has been muldi 
btewlifigaad ungodly rdvelry; tc^etber wil}i 
such sounds as it is prit»fa»ity to utter^ in 
ttuiir baUtatiofius witUn the past hour ; so 
much so, in trath, that I have fled to the 
Delawares in search of peace." 
, ' . ** Your ears might not " have profited 
much by the exchange, bisid yon hW6^ 
quicker of foxAy* returned the staat^ a 
little drily. . <^But let^ that be as it may^ 
Ivviiere sure the Hurons ?*' v . . ; i; .: 
; ffThey lie Md ia the> fiM^est^ be^weeA 
iim spot and their tillage/ in such ftfrce^ 
lliat pradence wouM teach ytd'tei instatitiy 
tofetocai'' 

* : Uncasr cast a . proud ^nee- along th^ 
n^ge o£ traes which couched biii ortrn 
haftd,^ and tlien mentioned the name c^>-^^* 
' *'Maguar— - 

i ^^ h amotig tbem. : lie brought in^ the 
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iMdden tluifc had njoorpid with iAeDcb^ 
vikrM, and kftviDg liar in the ca^e^ has'paft 
himself, like a lagiiig wolf, at Ihe head^ 
his savages. . I know not what Juu»4roal>led 
hjaepirit so gresdy !'' 

*^ He has left her, you say, in the tttvel'^ 
ittteBTupted Hey ward; ^^tis well that we 
know its sitnation ! May not soowdnng 
be ^baae.for her instant relief ?'' 

Uncas. looked eaunestiy at the scoot, be* 
firire he asked^ 

•^ What sayji flawfceye P*' 
; ^< Give nne ; niy twenty riies, and I will 
turn; to ihe r^ht-, aloabg the stream^ aiul 
yassifig by the hints of the beaver^ willjdui 
fhe Sagitnipre and the Colonel. / Ymi dhall 
then hear the whoop finm tibat quarter ; 
pith this wind one may easily send it a 
mile. .Then Uncas do ^cou. drive in their 
fiS9fit; when tihey come wkhin ra^ge of 
our pieces, we will give them a' blow, that 
{[pledge: the good joone of an dd £Don- 
jy#rBmiin ishaH makeitheir tine bend, Jike 
anitojien bow* J^fber .iriiich, we willcaiagr 
their village, and take the woman from the 
«kyei wlifin>tbe jiifl&ir. may. bp finished ^th 
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the tribct according to a white ma&*s 
battle^ by a blow and a victory } or, in the 
Indian fashion^ with dodge and covers 
There may be no great learning, majofj 
in this plan, but with courage and patien<^e 
it can all be done." 

^* I like it much/' cried Dunca% wau 
«iw that the release of Cora was the pri- 
msitry object in the tnind of the scout 5 ^ I 
like it touch. Let it then be instantly at- 
tempted." 

After a short conlerence, the plan was 
-matluredy and rendered more intfil^hte 
'to the sfeV^al patties j the different ngnais 
were appointed) and the chiefs Separated, 
^each to his allotted station. 
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CHAPTER X. 
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' But pltlTttW shftll ift md , 4nd fuAenl ilrtf iaertaM« 
To k«r own C^n*f^ 9*^ fl» hUtk-tijtd i^d."*— I'tqp*. 



During the time Uncas^ W9S making this 
diflpoaition of fais.fprce3f tt^. W9pds were 
-m 4^1,1 jasxdp with t)^e exception Qf those 
/ii^ had met in cpuncal, apparently, . as 
mjuch untenantedf as when they came fresh 
from the hands of their Almighty Creator. 
The eye could range, in every direction, 
tibirough the long and shadowed vistas of 
the ti^ees ; but no where was any object to 
be seen, that did not properly belong to 
t{ie peaceful and slumbering scenery. 
Etere and there a bird was heard fluttering 
tmoDg the bcanches of the beeches, and 
oocasionally a squirrel dropped a nut, 
drawing the startled looks of the party, for 
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a moment, to the place ; but the insttot 

the casual interruption ceased, the pasaiii|^ 

air was heard murmuring above their heitds, 

along that verdant and undulating surfa^ 

* of the forest, which spread itself unhrokeni 

unless by stream or lake^ over such a vast 

region of country* Across the tract \of 

wilderness, which lay between the Dela* 

wares and the village of their enemies, it 

seemed as if the foot of man had never 

trodden, so breathing and deep was. the 

silencie in which it lay. .But Hawlt^e, 

wliosa. duty now led him foremost in tbe 

adventure, knew the character of those 

with whom he was about to contend^ toio 

wen, to trust the treacherous quiet. - ' 

When he saw his little band again c€d« 

lect'iid, the scout threw *' kilUdeear" ibto^ 

the hollow of his arm, and making a sileAi 

dgnafl that he would be' feUowed, he iled 

them many rods towards the rear, into the 

bed df a little brook, which ' thiey had 

crossed in advancing. Herb he haltodf 

and after waiting for the whdie of his grave 

and attentive warriors to close abtut Ififtii 

hespokein DdaWare/defiiafidifi^^ *' 



. ^^Dd my of thy yooiog sum kntmrnbilk^f 
tirift roB will liead us ?" 
. A Delaware stretched fwtb ^a band, with 
tiie two fingers sepaiaied, and indicating 
^6 :!manner in wliidi they were jcdn^ at 
the Toot^ be answ^cad-r-r 

^* Before the sun could go his own lengthy 
the little waiter; will be in the big/' Then 
he r addedy pointing in die direction of the 
jdacebe mentioned, !^the two make enough 
£ir tbe beavers." 

. f^ I thought as. much/' returned; the 
Mouty giandng im eye upward at the 
opening in tlie tree-tops, ^fram;die cotuse 
it ta^^ and tbe bearings cxf the mountntis. 
Men, wo will lceq> mthin the cover of its 
timks till wie scent the Hurons/' 
« ?fiis companions^ gave the nsual brjbef ex* 
tkmmfiaa of assent, but perceiving that 
liieir leader was iibout to lead liie way, in 
persM, oneor two made signs that all was 
iioa as it should be. Hawk-eye, who com* 
peehended tfadr^meami^ giisinces, turBed« 
«id:percecv^ that his. party had ibMn 
firiio^edthm ^ bgf Aesingiog^moMer^ 

^* Do yott knowr i&jend,'^ ukedlthe jeouti 
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gravely^ and perhaps with a little of th« 

pride of conscieuii deserving in his tHatilie^^ 

*** that this is a band of rangers, chosen' for 

the most desperate sefvice, and put under 

the command of one, who, though another 

might say It with a better face, will not be 

apt to leave them idle. It may not h^ 

five, it cannot be thirty^ minutes before w« 

tread otk the body of a Huron, living or 

dead/' 

. '^ Though not adiiioniriied of your ixi» 

tentions in words,'' retuhied Dtfvid^ Whost 

fake wasaliftle flushed, and whose orcB** 

Qarify qiiiet and unmeaning eyes ^Imm^red 

ivith an expression of unusal fire» '* ywtr 

Odea have reminded me of the children of 

Jacob going out to battle against liie 

fiikechetidtes, for wickedly aspirbig towMU 

lock with a woman of a riace ifad was 

fiivoured of the Lord. Now, I .have 

|oameyed far, and aojoumed modb, ih good 

and evil, iinth.the maiden ye seek ; sindf 

though not a inan of war^ with my lohis 

^tded and my sword JAarpened, yet would 

J. gliidly strike a; blow in het bdiatf/^ 

80Mt ibesitated, as df > weighing, the 
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(dances df such a strange enlistment in bis 
mind, before he answered t— 

**you know, not the use of any we'pon. 
You carry no rifle ; and beljeve me, what the 
MIngoes take, they will £reely give again/' 

*^ Though not a vaunting and Uoodily dis- 
posed Goliah,*' returned David, drawing a 
ding from beneath his ' parti-coloured and 
uncouth attire, ^ I have not forgotten the 
example of the Jewish boy. With this 
ancient instrument of war have Ipractiised 
much in my j^outh, and peradventore die 
AUl has hot entirely departed from me/' 

^*Ay!" said Hawk-eye, considering the 
deer-fi^in thong and apron, with a cold and 
discouraging eye j *^ the thing might doits 
work among arrows, or even knives ; but 
liieBe Menjgwe haVe been furnished fa^ tibe 
CSrenchers with a good grooised barriela 
man. However, it seems to be your gift to 
go unharmed amid a fire ; and as you have 

hidierto been favoured Major, you have 

left your rifl« at a cock; a single shot 
before the time, would be justtwienty scaJps 
loat to no purposed — Singei*, you can follow^ 
we Qiay find uie for you iiuthe shoutings," 
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z ^*.I thank; you, fridhd,'* retiimed DavnS, 
-suj^lyinf; faimself^ like his royal oaittesakey 

frcuu among the pebbles of the brooks 
-** though not giv^n to the desire to kill, had 

you sent me away, my spirit would ha?e 

been troubled/' 

^^ Remember/' added the scout, tapping 

his own head significantly on that spot 

where Gamut was yet sore, "we come to 

fight, and not to musickate. Until the 

general whoop is given, nothing speaks but 

the rifle/' 

David nodded, as much as to signify his 

acquiescence with the terms, and then 
Hawk-eye, casting another observant 
glance over his followers, made the signal 
to proceed. 

-Their route lay, for the distance of a 
mile, t along the bed of the water cqm^. 
Though protected from any great danger 
of observation by the precipitous banks, 
and the thick sbrubberry which skirted the 
stream, for the whole distance, no, p?e^ 
ciiution, known to an Indian aittack, v^k 
neglected. A warrior rather ^rawled.thaa 



walked QD each fldnk> so as to catch te- 
jOauoi]^ glimpses into the forest ; and everj 
few minutes the band came to a halt» and 
Ijatfsned for hostile sounds, with an acute- 
Q^ss of organs, that would be scarcely am* 
ceivable to a man in a less natural state. 
Their march was, however, unmolested, 
and they reached the point where the 
lesser stream was lost in the greater, with- 
out the smallest evidence that their prpgress 
had been noted. JHere the scout ^^ain halt- 
ed, to consult the signs of the forest. 

« We are likely to have a good day for a 
%ht," he said, in English, addressing Hey- 
ward, and glancing his eye upwards, at the 
clouds, which began to move in faroad 
sheets across the firmament ; ''a bright sun 
4i^d a glittering barrel are no friends to true 
.ijght. Every thing is favoui:able; they 
have the wind, which will bring down their 
nmses and their smoke too, no little matter 
in itself ; whereas, with us, it will be first a 
jA\Qi and then a clear view. But h^rei&ao 
j^fid of our cover ; the beav^^ have had the 
iraoge of this 3trea«i for hundreds of js^acs, 
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Mid whftt atweea ^cdr food and tiheirdams^ 
ther^ i$y as ^ou see, siany a girdled stub» 
htA few living trees." 

Hawk-eye had, in truth, in these fev^ 
wordsr^ given no bad description of the 
prospect 'that now lay in their front. 'The 
brook was irregular in its width, aometimes 
shooting through narrow fissures in th^ 
pOcks, and at others, spreading over acres 
'€^ bottom land, forming little areas, that 
might be termed ponds. Every where 
along its banks were the mouldering reli(% 
of d^ad tr^es, in all the stages of decay^ 
iVom those that groaned on tbeir tottering 
trunks, to such as bad recently been robbed 
of tfcose rugged coats, that so mysteriously 
tbutain their principle of life. Afew long, 
-low, and mo«s covered, piles* were scattei^ 
among them, like the memorials of a former 
and long departed genenation. 

A^U these minute particulars were now 
^mH/ed by the scout, with a gravity and in- 
terest, iliat liiey. probably had neiveir befoce 
-attracted. /He knew that the Huron en- 
caiiq>Bient lay a short half mile up the 
^bmok, and^ with the diaraderistiLc anxie^ 
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pf one who dreaded a. hidden daoger, he 
yt9S greatly troubled at not finding tiie 
smallest trace of the presence of his eneiny* 
Once or twice he felt induced to ^ve the 
order for a rush, and to attempt the village 
by surprise; but his experience quickly 
judmonished him of the danger of so useless 
an experiment* . Then he listened intently, 
and with painful uncertainty, for the pounds 
of hqstility in the quarter where Uncas was 
-left y but nothing was audible except the 
sighing of the wind, that began to sweep 
over the bosom of the forest in gusts, which 
threatened a tempest. At length, yielding 
jsather to his unusual impatience, than 
taking counsel from his knowledge, he de* 
.termined to bring matters to an issue, by 
unmasking his force, and proceeding cauti« 
ously^ but steadily, up the stream. 

The scout had stood, while making his 
observations, sheltered by a. brake, and his 
•companions still lay in the bed of the ravine, 
' ^roui^h which the smaller i^tream debouch- 
-ed; but on hearing his low, though in- 
telligible signal, the whole party stdb op 
the bank, like so xnimy dark speclr^s, and 
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Hilently arranged themselves around him. 
Pointing in the direction he wished tp pr6» 
ceed, Hawk-eye advanced, the band break- 
ing off in single files; and following so accu- 
rately in his footsteps, as to leave, if we eif- 
cept Hey ward and David, the trail of but 
a single man. * 

The party was, however, scarcely un- 
covered, before a volley ftom a dozen rifles 
was heard in their rear, aqd a Delaware 
leaping high into the air, like a woiihded 
deer, fell at his whole length, perfectly- 
dead. • 

" Ah ! T feared some de\iifery like this !'^ 
exclaimed the scout in English ;' adding, 
Mrith the quickness of thought, in his "addptf 
ed tongUej ** to cover men, and charge P' 

The band dispersed at the 'word, and 
before Heyward had well recovered from 
his surprise, he found himself standing 
sdohe with David. Luckily, the Hurons 
had already fallen back, and he was safe 
from their fire. But this state of things 
was evidentlv to be of short continuance, 
for the scout set the example of pressing 
ou t^ieir retreat, by dibcfaarging his fifl:e, 

VOL. III. M 
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and darting from tree tfl t^ee, as hisen^liy 
.slowly yielded grpynd. 

It would seem tbs^t the a^saviU hs^d b^ii 
m^e by a very small party. of jdie IJivons, 
whicbt however, continued to increase ip 
numbers, as it retired on its iHend^ until 
the return fire was very nearly, if not quit* 
equal, tp that maintained by the adv^n^ring 
Delaware^. Heyward threw bUn^elfaiqoDg 
the.cpmbatants, and imitating th§ neippsi^ 
caution of his compadioxm, be supported 
quick dis9bargQS with bis owft riflQ. The 
contest now grew warm and statiQjD^iiy. 
Few wefe injured, as both parties kept their 
bodies, as much protected as piQssible hy,^ 
trees ; never, indeed, exposing any ;p^|rt of 
their persons, except in the act. of taking 
aim. But ^the chanpes were gradij^y 
groFidg unf$ivourabl$ to {lawk-eye and his 
band. The quick sighted scput perceived 
all: his dauger, without knowiog how.,. to 
remedy it.. He saw it was more dangerous 
to retreat than to main tain. hi3 gromid; 
while he found his enemy throwiog out 
men o^ his flank, which rendered the Uak 
of keeping themselves covered so very diffi- 
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ficult to' the Delawares, as nearly to silence 
their iire. At this embarrassing moment^ 
wheathey began to think the whole of the 
hostile tribe was gradually encircling thenr, 
to their destruction, they heard the yell 
of combatants, and the rattling of arms^ 
echoing under the arches of the wood, at 
the place where Uncas was posted; a 
bottom which, in a mdnner, lay beneath the 
ground on which Hawk-eye and his party 
were contending. 

' The effwts of this attack were instani- 
4aneous, and to the scout and bis friendB 
greatly relieving^ It would seem, that 
while his own surprise had been anticipated, 
and had consequently failed, the enemy in 
their turn having been deceived in.itsobject 
and in his numbers, had left too small a 
force, to resist the impetuous onset of tke 
young Mohican. This fact wks douHy 
apparent, by the rapid manner in whi^ 
tfaei battle in the forest rolled upwMd 
towards the village, and by an instant 
falling ofTih the number of their asiNtilanls^ 
rushed to assist in maintaining ' th6ir 

M 2 ' 
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front, arid, as it now p^Wfefl^te'**^, :B»if 
principal point of defence. '^^^ '. ^\'^ ' • 
.f Animating his followers' l^*fei9E^*v()ice, 
4ind his own example, Hawk-ef^thfen ^ve 
the vrord to bear down upon 'thfeir fc*6sl ' 
, The charge, in that rude ipfecifesof^' War- 
fare, consisted merely hi' p^^mj^ ' ftfbm 
cover to cover, nigher to the en^my ; ' atid 
dri this manoeuvre he was in^antly and 
-successfully obeyed. The HtiVons' were 
compelled to withdraw, ftptd tHe scene <rf 
-the contest rapidly changed ffcJtfitHe morfe 
^operi ground on which it had'^cd^^imenced, 
to'aapot where the assailed fotftid^k \An6ktt 
io rest upon. Here the strug^^ wiS^prch 
itracted, arduous, iand' seern4ngJjrt>f ^^Wbt- 
dOiI issue. The Delawares,. though n^ajei'<^ 
•them fell, beginning to bteeld' freely, ifrcbil- 
•.seqiience of the disadvantage at.whifehtbey 
•were -held. ' ^' j>(ii ,i i-^ .1 

f':Ta^this wisis, Hawk-eyi* foiiAdnifldafisfto 
Iget'behjdd" the same tmih^^iit'4flmik 
rserVfed for a cover to Hty#ai*>j toI)I^^ 
.Ms bwn :c6mbatants betfl^ MtMit^ctitH^va 
•Jfittle on his 'Hght, ^hfepfe^^th%yl«()8iirt«toed 
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nipid) though .fruitless, discharges on them 
stieltered enemies. , : 

** You are a young man, major/' said the 
scout, dropping the butt of * kill-deer', td 
the earth, and leaning on the barrel, a little 
fatigued with his previous industry ; '^ atid 
itlmay be your gift to lead armies, at some: 
future day, ag'in these imps, the Mingoes.; 
You i^ay here see the philosophy of an* 
Indian fight«. It consists, mainly, in a: 
ready hand; aiquick eye, and a good coyer; 
Now, if you had a company of the Royal 
Ameridans : here» in what manner would 
you. jset itheta to work in this business ?" ; 

^ The bayonet would make a road." : 
► ' f* Ay> there is white reason in what you 
6ay$ but a man must ask himself, in this 
wilderness, how many lives he can sparie; 
No— horse,*' continued the scout, shaldng 
his' head, like one who mused; << horse, I 
am ashamed to say, must sooner or latere 
decide these skrimmages. The bruten are 
better 1iian men, and to horse must we 
cojiie at last I Put a shodden hoof on the 
mocassin of a red-^kin> and if his rifle be 
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dhce emptied^ beiiiFiU'BtsirecsUsip'to'kyadr'k 
again/' 

^This is a mbject that might better iie 
disciHHied another time/' rettirimd Jiey^ 
ward ; ** shall we cterge ?" 

^^ I see no contradiction to tiie gifts «f 
any man, in passing hii breathing spelis in 
useful reflections/' the scout iml^Sy repliied^^ 
^ As to a rush, I little relish tMch a iMa* 
auK, for a scalp or two imtist be thromi 
away in the attempt. And yet/' he added^ 
hendiiig his head aside, to catch the- sounds 
^f the distant cdftibat, *^ if we are tO;b6 of 
use to Unoals, these knaves in oust fnoot 
must be now gotten rid of!" 

Then turning, with a promftt "Md *^ 
eided air, from Biincan, he called- aloud te 
his Indians, in their own language. His 
words wei'e answered by a is^out, aDBd al>a 
given rignal^ each warrior made a swift 
movement around his pafdctdai' tr^e. Ihe 
sight of so many dark bodies, glancing 
btefore theii* eyes at the same instalit, Sw^ 
a hasty, and, consequently, anr in^fitofoal 
fire from the Hur^ns: 'Then, witiiout^op* 



^itig^ta' brefiitli«, UkA Etelnwaii^s leaped, in 

long boundB, towards the wood, like 90 

Inany 'patitherB springing upon their prey. 

Haw^-eye waft in front, brandishing bis 

terrible irifle^ add animating hisf followers hy 

Ida ^i^stm^le. A few c^ the old^r and mbre 

ennniBg Hurops, who had not been de^ 

GeiYed by the artifice which had been prac^ 

tised to draw their fire, now inade a dose 

adid dieadly discharge of their pieces, and 

justified the (apprehensions of the scout, 

fay felluig three of his foremofst warrionu 

Bttt the shock was insufficient to repel the 

ittpetus of the ' charge. The Delawares 

broke into the cover, with the ferocity of 

tilieir 4Mtures, and swept away every trace 

of Teaistance by the fury of the onset. 

* l[!he combat endured only for an instant^ 

liand to' hand, and then the assailed yielded 

ground rapidly, until they reached the 

U^^osite margin of the thicket^ where they 

dung to tlieir cover, with the sort of obsti« 

tkwiy that iS'So often witnessed in hunted 

bruMs. '* At this critical moment, when the 

meceiS€Kf the struggle waiagain. becoming 

doubtful, tiie crack of a rifle was h^ard 
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b^h^ the Hutx>H8i mit^^sf^inm^dimt 

mrbtEzing from among Sbihe l^tM^^ti^^iigit^ 
ttvhich Mv>ere'§itu&ted' ^nghie scB^^fi^^^n 
their r6ar, jin^>9s f<41eN¥«^'1[ig!e#^.fijE^ 
^tfd appaUiogyell of thr{«rtiri4fkp!«i^lt^.=: • 
: <* There st>eak8:.theS(igfim)oi^it^fiil^M!M 

atentoriw: VoiCe'; '" wd haVt? tfeto^'ttA^'iiiB 
face.and.badkrv ,' .. .• ^ >< '-';\.-':"^''^^ .^ •.■.'• 
> The effect' 6n ikcf 'Rufi^/Hf^^blite^ 
tsoeous. bisi^uragfed^lSf 'to^Wk^ipl^ 
ftn assault, fl^oih a qii&if<ii^ttlftt^K!(l'.tl|li|tn 
no opportunity : i^i- OG^I^^aieii %^1!a^ 
uttered a common yeU^<»f .^&Siii|RUIIlBftiMlt 
ftnd despair* abd hreisliltt^iOff^tr. ^^S^^ 
they spread thBtA^yeifi»rHi^,^f^6ilii^ 
heedless of dvery'btlfef %NHtlttK»!i«l?^ 
^ight. ' Many M, bx mHI&i^^ibk'^ki^m^ 
ffl^nt, u'nderthe buitels .afl^^^tflsm^ 
the pursuing D^g«rafeift:ii ,"' '.^''^PHfi^?.^"-* 
■: We8hiiUiiot!pkuset6il4iNH^^Mieiite 
between the scbut ind )ll^^Qli^9bMi t«l^ 
the more touchiBg in»e#<|!i!(e^^?f^?9iiMllh 
held with tfa^ mMwh'Gkiiigr^Mtff^imc^t 
A few brief and hurj^ied words a^i^'U 
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Mi>thim\^wM^e,)pd^ OQt the Saga* 
morbilQ'hJt baod* t^signed the chief autho* 
rityafttd/tibe hemda of the Mohican chief. 
C^ltl^bgoolt assumed the station to which 
his birth. ^stiTKiexperiei^ce gave.him so dis-^ 
tilgiwhed a claim, with the. grave dignity 
ttvs^ alwayi^. gives fbrce to the. mandates .of 
$, iM,l4y^,lpr;AtTiof^ . Foliowipg the footsteps, 
of the scout, he led the* party back through! 
tUft-ihic}j»t, Jiii. W^ scalping the faHen 
{|iir9n%ta4tid,.se<^reting the bodies of their 
awb^ de^id r^9t t|>ey proceeded,: untU . they 
g^e^/jEt ^gf^ w^iere the former' was con-: 
<«?^Mfl;ro^!^ It halt. 

-/i3^€bWn»Pfa.i.^P.had breathed them- 
!^fll(/»0:/}¥dy in the preceding struggle, 
^i^,ji;i9^ pDjaited on i bit of level Aground, 
8|[];i^ed< ivriUi tr^e^s, in sufficient numberij 
to S5p5pea^.tjiem. .The land ifell off mther 
jpredpitously in frcpt^^ and beneath theii? 
i^im^^^Mif^^ .several ihiles, a narrow^ 
cfetfkiaii^ Ww4ei T^e;^ It was throiigh 
tljJ§id[«PQi»nd;4?iJ5 forest that Utacas w^ 
s|^Tf«ffl[tcfldmg ^jWsithfLinain ^body of: the 

( J3S!m^^^fM&m ^ndf.hi^/frMdsHadiiWf^ 

M S 
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to the hitsm^F tike Ml^ sind lfoteta«dj vMt 
practiBed 6&rfl^ ^ %he soutidsof thc^cendist 
A ibU« bif di hdVc^d over the le$ify hbjMAaaf 
a^v^leyoB if fYighteoedf romtfa^irteeludei 
neitSi and here and there a li^ht v^poufff 
dxmd, which deemed akeadyblendiig with 
the atmosphere, somb above the trees, and 
mdlcated some spkit where the'stcv^le fasul 
been more :ferce snd stdtkmary Ihan osnalj 
f "^ The 'fight is eotaing vp the. * ascaenA^'' 
SfUd Dunean^ pbihtitig in thedixtectikm ^f a 
new: ekploBioh of fire-arms j-^ito are too 
HiHch in the oetitre ^f their ikit$< to be efiee^ 
tiVe.'-* ^ • . . •> r- t 

- ^^ lYiep Will incHne into tber faoUoEW, mb&re 
the cov^ is thicker;'' said the Bcmit^ ^^ Uftil 
that wiU l^ve us Weli on their* 4aftk« So^ 
8)5tgamore; yod will hardly beh^ titfi^to 
g»«4;he whoops and lead on<they6iing t»Bn« 
i will fight this skrimmaj^ with waretonr-of 
vSKf^ oMrti colour I Yottknow mm, MoMcaa ; 
M^jl a Huron tSf them all shall CMis Idle 
nm\\ iitto ycROr i^tar, without tbetiiOtke of 
♦^kaWeer/ '• •• ■ ' ' > . - ;^".^ -. • i 

The Indian chief'paused anotb^ lAodfeat 
io^ cMsid)^ thai signs df the amkBsA^ which 
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mBfjuow mOkig rapiAly up theasca^t^ a 
cfftaia evidence that the Delawares tri-. 
ampbed $ <nw did he actually quitthe plaee^ 
i(&<il admobiftbed 0f the proximity of his 
friends, as well as enetnies, by the bullets 
of the feitner^ which begam to patter among 
the dried leaves on the ground, like th^ 
hilfi of. falling hail which precede the burst* 
it^ of the tempest. Hawk*eye and his 
ihiaeQ companions withdrew a few paces to 
9; sheltered spot; and awaited the issue with 
thart: mrt olP^miiesd that iu)thing but great 
pniotictfc^tiUdnipart, in such a Bcefie. 

It was not long before the reports of the 
TiAd9begm tKylose the echoes^ of the woods, 
and to^ Mutid< Ike weapon^ discharged in 
tfae^'opeb iair. Th^ft a warrior appeared^ 
hem i and ttbere,v driven to the skirts of tb6 
£ore6t^ and rallying as he entered the clear* 
jug^ms .at the place where the final stand 
wmto be made. These weiW noon joined 
}ty jothers',: vntiil a long lUne of ^swslrthy 
%iires :ww jtoibeseen clinging to the eover, 
with the! obstinacy of desperation^ Heyr 
ward beghit to grow )impa4denty and turned 
hiS' eyes anxioudy in the direction of ClAh^ 



test- .»9fmfim» «i* 

fl^iMTfllie^a^lif^ «6f«'poM»ditfakr^4MIBiSf 
kAavfia are^ettiq0iiHl$ha^ibluttipdii^iiie8^ 

yell psi»i3d:4br6«^vfii« ^otiM* 1(idsiMl 
^e^#lttig<bekieiitei»«fthiiaii»UtilM«ailb<fiiw^ 



I^itiBil.»T3il}efi«|ii6.qar)divM«df Jbioib :«faig§ 
of the broken Hurons ^tedciog 'futotefltian 
iifr 4lft')Msii$^s<iiag4Hib dlioCljr pcamed b^ the 
victorious warriors of titAiiii&i^^ A,vai» 
T^9btrmk^ ibMPBitiMsMk hstt ,the.'d0uncU 
lliir^ii«^«idX>^i»«edii^i iau^dr&nBint dime 

|i(Wi(^oe«(riiulBitf£fttbnicigiias|diea ef /tfcii 
mioi^ fiM^HittkiikaM. «ftiHniDnB<(iiotti^ 
fi^ilif&i«t j4ifaAsUttQdt(|to> i^aek -a (qni^er, > aoal 
Wiere raring, like lions btto^aUiwfy^taiid 
|Mdy|^]«gtp ^doclndty^rrarfnch €hingftch. 
ggfiltlciilfii jbia(d)stiiid Jiad»^ta'dBBBrted)40 
iiil^gle,biuNfe d^sb^ id< tiitiB fc|iy. i Metffx* 

wn^<^m^^fimB)s^mitki» p«fty» hath hgRtt* 

igbl^r fMfhonlsr JMi»yift«mQtaiiiMd;,f ih^ 
b^ifaii^Mggffmiit t4<c»9»liteijth«^|Wftaiiik 

.Ifaai^hatftttefti ii&«W>|lf . aeirty i- akiia^') ifaMt 

A^Ml t^tfv^i d^bte o^n^er#tQOi Ft^fva^liMfi- 
recalled some- six or seven warriQrs^H'Mid 



radd^a»of the disprnfy m ijg^kiwmbw^ 
hei < mshed upoa bJA esemy # Le B wucd/ 
who watched the movement, pau^to re^ 
etlxienbtm \fHh lateareijoy.* But .at the 
SHismvt vten he thought the rashness of 
his. inipetuous joung as^aiUa^t had left him 
at hii^oieff^ aiiotber shout was given^ npd 
h.AhwgwB Cta^ii^^ was seen rushiogita the 
FMSue>! laittended iby aU \m white araociatea. 
Tfaos^fiuroiif instantly tiinted, and cooi^ 
nmo^ a fC9pid: retceat . u]^ ibe .ascent. 
-. ( TEtoreawap na tinj» foBgy^^lings oi? .con^ 
graiuJatiostis^ fotUniQils, thqugibundoHSQioua 
<^,tb<^/pt^i^«^ce^ of bis, friettdf^ .<;iM»tiaaed 
tJ^psu!suH iwsltb th^ velpcilgr pf ith^rw^p. la 
mitt Jia^liyeyQ iQaU#d» t<r bUo itp ;*ii^c£ tbA 
epY»X34 tbi^^i^ttng Mobioao brayed ^tive^c^va^r 
parous ftred£bi^>enfemies,aPid^ooncGiiiipe^Ued 
tbiQm>to a fiighta^ ^siwiftrfts his,^wn^beadlong 
speed.>!Xt.waft;f<»rtunate:tb9(t«tbe race waaof 
idioiticonktiniancei ^tud. tb^t rtlv^ iwihite ^oten 
wefe;ii}iicb fatimred botji intlliatdiytaiifQpand 
tba groiind^.Jsor.tbeir-po^itifw at tb^j.Dc^ 
ware iwouldi 4PQlib . hgi^ /oatstripped fiiQ . Jus 
d9tti^i^as»(aikd &Uen 4 victita 40 bis own 
temeiity. But ere> sM^ch. a calamity conld 



ihe^Wyatidot village^ mithm MxAing etiatancv 
o0iMbth6ih&^^ "' ■ ' '' ' ^-^ rAf 

'ExiAteAby the presence of their d^w^lM 
lingSy and tired of iixe chase, ihe Hui^m« 
ttbw made a stand, and fbugbtiltoUiiti their 
councit ' lodge with the * d«sf»^iatkm * 6t 
dte6p«iir;^ ' ^ The onset tfnrd the' idiiue ^^ere iifcisr 
^e passjige and defstrti^^tiotif of a whirlwkMJL 
The teMabawk' ^of Uaca^> the klfmsdk' 
Hawk»«ye,f andi^e^tvy tIi6^sttilt«^rVoti««tf«i 
of ^MmirO) ^et&i. aH 1b«»y - for l^ttt passing 
moment;' and^'^he ^ -ground* was* i|«9ckl)r 
strewed "^with their en^mies^ 'Still sMagua^ 
tboogir daring and miich expoded^efip^ped 
tMa\ etery efj^t* again<)t hist Hfei "With Jlhtt 
siMrt-'of 'faUed protectioti, that tvas^m^ukr to 
cn^look' the fortunes of' favoiu^d' hetoet 
isn^ljhe legends^ ancient -poetry i * Raitsng 
. » yeH that sj^clke votata&i' e^ ^angef and 
diMppomtmenty the ^subtilei lohie^ iWhsn he 
fsM9 his comrades fallen^ darted away &om 
Akt^ plade, attended by hk ^two^ionly;: star* 
^ing friends^ leaving 'the' Delaimures 6ih 
gaged'in stripping the<dea«l of^itheib^Mdy 
trftphied ^ of their vidoiyi *••' ^>.. ;:.,- 



ifljj^]ji.ej^a^.bpunded fptF^d in p^^^^^ 

^tf^M t%t^9otstepa. The /Jitnjidst ^t,|^f 
•Qp^ <^p^l[^,ye%ct, was ^ ke^p Jthie pBV^d^ 
oJ^ Jhi^j^i^^aj^ttle. in. advance, of hi^.fq^i^,. 
to ytbfitq,: hgyfj^v^r, it answeced eyei;y .^pjyrr^ 
pc^, pf,a cl^rpo,^ ^l^ield. Once Af^^^ji^ 
aD|j^r^d.(disppsc^ ,^o ff^p another aiid J^ 
fi^,€ffprt, to^reypij^ Jpip Jp?^ ; Uut. Jj^n*. 
domjujg. . his . intentions ,i^ ,,9QfHf as d^^poa- 
9tcj^eflf,|)e,le^ed into a thifiU^ pf.Jn^eSr- 
ti|jp9)igfi which h« yw folloiwed,:by ^h^. 
eQ^^i^jit and suddenly ,enj^iied .the ,9^9i|th 
of,T^,<j^ve 9lrea4y^nQwn to th^is(|dg^., 
%ff)fr,ey9» who;i)ad .qply &rbor»ie ^9,#», 
in tenderness to Uncas, raised a shout f^ | 
si^cf^^ and piy>c^aimf d, ^loud, , that {bmit 
th?^ g^9lie„certa^n of .the^r .gawe. rTM^ 
pursuers dashed into the long, and.i)|U^]g»]K„ 
^$MP*» ip J^ |» c^tch a gUot^, 9if Jhe 
retreating, j^orms of. the .Hi^rc^s. tffe^^,i 
pai^lj^ t|^f)Vgh,.the natp^al g;al|e^^^^nMi 
aubteir^^^p. ,^ar^en$s. of ,,^ .^^ifS^ v . 

'^'^f^mf^¥- H.'^^y^}^!^^^ v^imm¥ 

himired&jof ,w(mx^ ^ frJ^rfWn-cVSfeft'n 
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apji^^a face We •shade's of th^ 
ri^<iHs,'kcr(i!ss wbich' unhappy . ghfe 
8ift»^fe'ileln6'hs-\vei-e flittfeg in tn Aflae?^."' 
.^IftUhcaskept his eyeoti^i.^, ^'W 
U^46- 'hitrt pbss-^s^d biit i ' M'M'M^^t' 
ny^drd ind'thesciMtstxWpame^'Sii M' 
r^A^^^tttited, though, '^^flii>.^r^«a^iiSif< 

qfij^t t' ak ''# k indb.dlit- 'ihfe^¥ra6fe^H«tf * 

aeii^ffift€^ii^' i^'^th^aHiiferi^Ktfgan^J<^^ 
a ^j»bk^e'ttlgt'i'^ihed^t(^:l^aa'ii|( tii^lflM^ 

; •«i««ri^(!5bi^r'^<&ittferf'^fey^frtfrdf ffl^* 
.vdtii in miish 'haifror- d*d^ aai|ftll %^^' 
.wiKfl^'ttiiitofed;''"' ''•"•■ '"'"'" «''^'^«^Pti 

. 1»he^fcl&i^%atf'i^lwWi^^h'k'te^^"'^ 
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glhopde of the ca^^e. But the tray "wat 
tiov rugged, broken^ and» in spots, nearijr 
tmpBSaiabl^. Vocbb fiibaiiddni^ his rifle, and 
leaped 'forward with headlong precipita** 
tiori. Heyward rashly iniiliated bis example^ 
Ihoogk isTDth were, a mcmieiit afterwards, 
a^onished of its madness, by hearing the 
bfCdldWiog of a pfdcc^ diHt the Horons found 
tifbe io discharge down the passage in the 
r6eks^ the bnlkt frcmi which even gave die 
yoong Mohican a ^slight wound* - 

^* M^e OHist ck>se !'' said the scout, pasmig 
^{^ Mbtid^ by a de^erate leap f '< tht 
'kdkve^ will pick us all off at thiis distance i 
*n4' i^M; ^ey hold the itaaiden so as t6 
triiield thi^fttseWes !'^ - 

Though his words were unheeded, or 
tather unheard, his example was followed 

• • • 

liyliis companions, who, by incredible exei'- 
tions, got near enough to tlie fugitives t6 
perc^e that Cora was borne along between 
the two 'HTarriors, while Magua pres«fflbfed 
tlMT directioti iind manner of their flight 
At this moment, (be forms of all fotir wef6 
'Strongly drawn against an opening in' the 
t%V #nd tth6« theyndisai^ai^d JieXdy 



frantic ivith di^ppoiiitiiienty Oocm aiift^ 
H&fWard increas^ed effiKrto thut already 
seemed auperfauirlan, and they issued Ifom 
the cavern on the side xxf the mmtntaimi ' In 
time to note the route olf -the pumuefi The 
course lay up tiie ascent^ and stiUodirtknied 
hazardous and laborious. - > 

Sncambered by his rifle, and, j^erhapis 
nM sustained by so deep an interest in the 
captive as his companions, the scout suf- 
fered the latter to precede him a Kttle^ 
-Uncas, in his tittn, taking the lead of Hey- 
ward. In this manner, rocks, precipicesr, 
and difficulties, were surmounted, in aib 
iacredibly short space, that at ahother irnie 
and under other circumstances, would ha^ 
been deemed almost insuperable^ But 
lihe impetuous young men were rewarded, 
by frnding, that, encumbered with G^n^ 
ihe^ Hurons were rapidly losing ground ill 
the race. • • * 

^ Stay 5 dog of the Wyand^*!*' ex- 
claimed Uncas, shaking his bright toma^ 
hawk atMagua; **a Delaware girl tails 
stay^^' H'^- »-r*' 

. ^^p%ill go.no' forther j" ciied Cora^ stefN^ 
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ping unexpectedly on a le^e of rocks»<^at 
iMSti^ung n deep precipice, at no great disr 
jli|i9Qe ifrom the summit of the mountaiOt 
^.jKUlime if thou wilt, detestable Huron^ I 
«rilj^ ga no farther !" 

//i.Tljei supporters of the maiden raised their 
reiidy tomahawks with the impious joy that 
l^^s are ' thought to take in mischief^ but 
J^gua suddenly stayed their uplifted arms. 
jPie Huron chief, after casting the weapona 
he lifid wrested from his companions over 
Ihi^rock, drew his knife, and turned to bis. 
^captive, with a look in which conflicting 
jiassi^s fiercely contended* 

^ Woman,'* he said, "choose j the wig- 
wag or the knife of le Subtil V :. .. 

(]!ora regarded him not ; but dropping on 
jk^er knees, with a rich glow suffusing itself 
pjirer her features, she raised her eyes .and 
stretched her arms towards heaven> saying, 
ina seek and yet confiding voice; — 
< ,^ iam thine ! do with me as thou seest 

,^1 Woman," repeated Magna, hoarsely, 
and endeavouring in vain to catch a glance 
jGromher^sereneand beaming eye, '^choose/' 
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Oora< neither 'heard nor heeded hllK 

deihaind; Theformofthe HuMn trefnfeliM^ 

ill 4every fibre, and he raised his>^ritP^ 

Kigh^ bbt dropped it again, with<»ial't^d 

and bewildered air, like one who ilouhti^df; 

Once more he struggled with bifmelfi Ind 

lifted the keen weapon again — but jufiittfeKdit 

a piercing cry was heard above -thenr^'Dndl 

Ubcas appeared, leaping frantically^ ifrofafi 

a iearful height, upon the ledg^. '^^a^ufc 

recoiled a step, and one of his ^assi^htfl^' 

profiting by the chance, sheatbedr hi6> bwrt 

knife in the bosom of the maidem ' / ^ ^ \^' 

The Huron ^rang like a tiger ^W' iriti 

ofiendifng and already retreating Mt^iilitil'y- 

•man, but the falling form of VmtslP^i^^ 

rs^ed the unnatural combatants. 'Diverged 

.firom his object by this interruption;^ stud! 

inaddened by the murder, he had jost in^it^ 

nessedf Magua buried his weapotinn'tto 

back of the prostrate Delaware, utteriiig^aHi 

Qtiearthly^shout^ ' as he commvttedAtheLdiis- 

tardly deed. But Uncasf arose from 4t6ll 

. biilw, as' \ tb© wounded pandier turns ^iipon 

hiiBTfoe^tanld. struck the murderer/of JGt)ri>W 

.hi^&eti, ) fay an eflforjb^ ia*wki€ik*«bej|is(tii)0^ 
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bU failing strength wu eitpepded^r TDfen, 
^th a stern and steady liHik^ he turned to 
le Subtil; and indicated by the expretttoB 
i(^ his eye, all that he would do, ttadiAit 
the power deserted him. The latter sfelzed 
the nerveless arm of the unre^sting Dela- 
ware, and passed his knife into his bosom 
tiiree several tihies, before his victim, still 
keeping hid'gasse rivertted on his enemy "srith 
« look of, inextinguishable scorn, fell dead 
at his feet. 

^* Mercy ! 'mercy ! Huron,^ cried Hcy- 
ymtd, from above, in tones nearly choaked 
by horror ; ** giVe mercy, and thou shalt 
^receiveit!'* 

Whirling the bioody knife up at the iin- 

^loring youths the Victorious Magua tittered 

a cry, so fierce, so wild, and yet so joyous, 

•that it conveyed the sounds of .savage 

-triumph to the ears dT those who foi^tin 

the iraliey, a thousand feet below. Hrwas 

-aaiswered by an appalling burst from the 

:^8 of the scout^ whose tali person was just 

iben iseen moving swifHy towards him, 

along those dangerous crc^, with istejps 

ad boM land reel^s^, as if he possessed 
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j^ ( pQ^f tf tq, fooYQ iq mi^idle air«. But 
when the hunter reached the e^ne oCrli^ 
f nthleaa massatcr^, the ledge was teoacnt!^ 
0|B|Iy by the dead« . », 

Hi9 k^n eye took a single . look at the 

A?ictiias» and then shot it^.^ems gUn$A9 

aver the. difficulties of the alK^eitt vkM$ 

iVont. A fprm 9tood at:tb6. brow erf .the 

mountain^ on the very edge 4>i* the gid^ 

height, with uplifted arms* ifl»n afwM ftttf»* 

tude of medace^ Without stoppitig t(^ coa- 

siMv his person, tke rifle of Hawl<r«iye:was 

raised, but a rock which fell on tb^ht^tspf 

tMie of the fugpitives below, exposed t\t^ in* 

dignant and glowing countenanqe of; the 

faoueat Gamut* Then Magna mufid fmi^ a 

cxevice, andfteppiog with calfo^i^d^r^mc^ 

over the.bpdy of the liast.of his aj^soQifH;^^ 

be leaped a wide fissure, and ascended .tb6 

xodcs at a poii}t.whdre the arm of D«^|d 

could not reach him. A single bo^nd wcy^ 

carry him to the brow pf tbe.preaipi99ifaml 

assure his safety. Before taking th0. l^, 

hoi^ever, the Huron pau^d, and shaking 

his hand at the scout, he shouted — 

^'Thepaie-£iGe9iitedog9;! th^XMtvff^rM 
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women ! Magua leaves fheni bn the iban, 
for the crows !" 

^ # . . . 

' -Laughing hoarsely, he made a desperate 
leap, and fell short of his mark; tltOligh 
his hands grasped a shrub on the verge of 
the height. The form of Hawk-eye had 
(Crouched like a beast about to take its 
jipring, and his frame trembled so viol^^y 
with eagerness, that the muzzle of the half 
raised rifle played like a leaf fluttering in 
the wind, . Without exhausting himself 
with fruitless efforts, the cutmipg Magua 
dufiered his body to drop to the length of 
his arms, and found a fragment for his feet 
to rest upon. Then ' summoning all his 
j)6wers, he renewed the attempt, and so far 
iiicceeded, as to draw his knees on the edge 
<rf* the mountain. It was now, when the 
1>ody of his enemy was most collected 
together, that the agitateid weapon of the 
-scout was drawn to his shoulders. . The 
surrounding rocks, themselves, were not 
steadier than the piece became for thesingle 
instant that it poured out its contents. The 
arms of the Huron relaxed, aiid his body 
fell back ^ little, while his knees, still kept 
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thair. poailian. Turning a relentless look on,, 
his enemy 9 he shook his hand at him, in gritti 
defiunc^ But his hold loosened, and hia dark 
person was seen cutting the air with its head 
downwards, for a fleeting instant, until it 
glided past the fringe of shrubbery which 
clung to the mountain, in its rapid flight to 

• • • 

destructiodi^ 
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CHAPTER XL 



•'They foaglit— like brave men* lonf and welf» 
They piled that froaod irith Moelem riain. 

They cooqaered->-bat Bonarla fell, 
BleedJnf at every vein. 

Bit few sarrlvinf eomradw saw 

Hie smiles when rang their proud horvah. 
And the red Held was won ; 

Then taw in death his eyelids close- 

Caljnly, as to a night's repose. 
Like flowers at set of sun.**— Ai/Im^. 



The sun found the Lenape, on the suc- 
ceeding day, a nation of mourners* The 
sounds of battle were over, and they had 
fed fat their ancient grudge, and bad 
avenged their recent quarrel with the 
Mengwe, by the destruction of a commu- 
nity. The black and murky atm^here 
that floated around the spot where the 
Hurons had encamped, sufficiently announ- 
ced, of itself, the fate of that wandering 
tribe ; while hundreds of ravens, that Strugs 
gled above the bleak summits of the moun- 
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isdns, or swept, in noisy flocks^ access the' 
wide ranges of the woods, furnished a 
frightful direction to the scene of the fatal 
combat. In short, any eye, at all practised 
in the signs of a frontier warfare, might 
easily have traced all those unerring evi- 
dences of the ruthless results which attend 
an Indian vengeance. 

Still, the sun rose on the Lenape; a nation 
of mourners. No shouts of success, no 
songs of triumph, were heard, in rejoicings 
for their victory. The latest straggler had 
returned from his fell employment, only to 
strip himself of the terrific emblems of his 
bloody calling, and to join in the lamen- 
tations of his countrymen, as a stricken 
people. Pride and exultation were sup- 
planted by humility, and the fiercest of 
human passions was already succeeded by 
the most profound and unequivocal demon-i 
stratiohs of grief. 

The lodges were deserted j but a broad 
bdt of earnest iaces encircled a spot in 
their vicinity, whithei; every thing posseissing 
life bad. repaired, and where all .were now' 

coltected, in a deep and awful silence. 

N 2 
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Though' beipgs. of evieiy raAk, and ag^».€if 
botk:sexes^.and of sdl pursuits^ l]wi.umt€(d 
taf&'m this breathing wall of. bodies^, they, 
were infiuenced by a single emotion. . Back 
eye was.rivetted on the c^itre of thatiiing,. 
winch contained the objects of so muck^ 
and o£ so comm^i, an interest. 

Six Delaware girls, with tbdr long, dark,^ 
flowing, tresses, falling loosely across their 
l»>8onis^ stood apart, and only ga.v& proofs 
of their existence, as- they ocdasioiiaUy; 
sttewied,; sweet scented herbs/ and forest 
flOwers^on a litter of fragrant :plants, that, 
under a paU of Indian robes^^ supported iall 
that nowr remained of the. ardent, hi|^ 
souled; and generous Corai. Her fomi^wau^ 
concealed/ in many- wrappers of the- s^ine 
simple manu&cture^ apdlher face was shut 
for evjer from tho goxe of human eyes.. At 
hen feat was seated the deflate Munrd 
I)!is aged head was bowed nearly to the 
earth, in compelled submission to the stroke 
of Brovidence; but there was a^ hiddea 
aogoish that struggled about his fuivowed 
brow^tkat was only partially conceal^ by 
the^careldss^ locks of gray tiiatliad fitUeQy 
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negidcted, an his templets* 'Gamut kood 
dt ihis side, with ihis meek head barefd ^CO 
the rays tof the sun, while his feyes, wander- 
ix]g:atid concepned, seemed to vbe ^ualfy 
divided between ithat^Uttle volume, Which 
contained 80 ^maDj quaint^but holy maxiM^, 
mnd ibe berng, >in ' wbos^ 'behalf ^his sodl 
yBsme& to admidii^ter their coniidlatii^irl 
Hey ward was iateo liigh, supporting lilmsisrir 
^ain9t a -ti^e, and endeavouring to keep 
down iftos'e sudden 'risings cff sorrow, ftat 
it required ^his ntmost marihood to 'sdbdue* 
fint sad and melancholy as this groupe 
taoey eai^ily be inia^ned, it w^s ^r les^ 
to4c1ftii% than another, tba?t occupied ^e 
opposite ^a€e-of Ifbe same area. "Seated, 
as in life, with his form and limbs iB^af^ged 
in grave and decent c50mposu?e, Uncas 
appeaited, arrayed in the m(*^t gorgeous 
ornaments tiat the wedth of tlie tribe could 
ibmisL Ricfh pkiimes nodded iabov^ his 
head; wampam, .gorgets, braceilef&> and 
mfedals, adorned ^his person in profHsion$ 
though his dull eye^ and vacant lineaments> 
too strongly coh^adicted the idle tde of 
fiide tbey wvmld convey. 
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Directly in front of the corpse^ Chiir- 
gachgook was placed, without arms, painty 
X)r adornment of any sort, except the bright 
blue blazonry of his race^^hat was iiidelibly 
impressed on his naked bosom. During 
the long period that the tribe had1>eeii thus 
collected, the Mohican warrior had kept a 
steady anxious look, on the cold and sense* 
less countenance of his sob«. 3o rivetted 
and intense had been that gaz^ and so 
changeless his attitude, that a stranger 
might not have told the liviiig from the 
dead, but for the occasional gle^mings of a 
troubled spirit, that shot athwart the dark 
visage of one, and the deatli-like calm that 
had for ever settled on the lineaments of 
the othen 

The scout was hard by, leaning, in a 
pensive posture, on his own fatal and 
avenging weapon ; while Tamenund, sup* 
ported by the elders of his nation, occupied 
R high place at hand, whence he might 
)ook down on the mute and sorrowful as* 
semblage of his people. 

Just within the inner edge of the circle, 
stood a soldier, in the military attire of a 
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^strange nation ; and without it» was his 

Vrar-horse, in the centre of a collection of 

mounted domestics> seemingly in readiness 

to undertake some distant journey. The 

vestments of the stranger announced him 

to be one who held a responsible situation 

near the person of the Captain of the 

Canadas ; and who, as it would now. seemy 

finding his errand of peace frustrated by 

the fierce impetuosity of his allies, was 

content to become a silent and sad speeta* 

tor of the fruits of a contest, that he had 

arrived too late to anticipate. 

The day was drawing to the close of its 
first quarter, and yet had the multitude 
maintained its breathing stillness, since the 
appearance of early dawn. No sound 
louder than a stifled sob had been heard 
among them, nor had even a limb been 
moved throughout that long and painful 
period, except to perform the simple and 
touching offerings that were made, from 
time to time, in commemoration of the 
sweetness of the maiden* The patience 
and forbearance of Indian fortitude^ could 
ak>Qe suppcHTt such an appearance of ab- 
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9fix;h d^c^.ap^ ^>P^^*^^s %ure iato^jp? 
figjd l3(eipg,cj«wsd:ki:Sto^. 

At .length rthe ;«%€ ,of 4he E^w^r^ 

8^^t<|hedfQrtib.aa.wro,ffiu4jlqw»Wg <^ ^ 

1^ .iKbq 1141V' l^tt^d on ids ^Wa^fi^ 
sUnd* 

, *^ Men ^ ^ J^^^^fei" ]btt 9^4i# ks>0^ 
times, that sowa#4 ^^ a iw>VBp,<iisttg^d 
jirith sfMse prpptetic #up^<«4 **.<ihe ^ce 
«^'rt^|e Manit|9 « J^lniid » clou4 ! j|»t( /e^je is 
|\iraed jfrcs?! ypji ; ;hi# ^§^9 jpre ^fttj jhi* 
tpflg^^te gixes tifi^ft^yroi' Yqws^bmftjt^t^ 
jjet -feis jwflgnSfin^ -we feflfoje yqu. i^t 
j^oyf Itfiftcts 1^)6 9p«n, iwd jfi\ff ^piritf ,te8 
lip lie. Men trf Ae I^ftW.?!^ .^0 ^^ 9^ 
^^ M^nijbto i? jbcil^i^ )^ cj^ud !" 

4g tJiT^^imiJJLe jand yettefii#Jleafflfli|ft«3|ir 
1^ g:tol? m tbe .^^-a of Ithe inultijtju4e, .« 
igdlljgt/es^ a§ (Ipep jtnd (i^ul jincjceeded, as «f 

i^f yiener^te<il.?I>iri* they wpcsbipped had wt- 
tfji^d th^^jO^dfij without tine Md of ^uman 



organs j And^veti ihe mahimate Uncai a^ 
peared a biding of life, ^oii^paf ed with the 
•httmbied and ^ubmi^sive thr6ng by whofli 
tie was now surrounded. As the iattnedi*- 

ate effect, however, gradually paissed away, 

*. . . - . . 

a low murmur of voices commenced a iort 

of chant in honour of the de&d. iTie 

sounds were tht)se of femaled, ahd Were 

thrillingly soft and wailing. The words 

were connected by no i-fegulat cohtihuatibn, 

but ai one ceased, another took u^ the 

leulogy, or Ifemenfattlon, if^hich' efer it 

might be called, and gave verit to hei: emd- 

tions, ill Such language as waS suggest^ 

by her feelings and the occasion. At io- 

iervals, the speaker was interrupted by 

general and loud burets of iSorrow, during 

which the girld round the biei* of^ Cor4i 

•r 

plucked the plants and flowers, blindly, 
from her body, ias if bewildered with grief. 
But in the milder moments of their pkint, 
these emblems of purity and sweetness 
were cast back to theii? places, with eVery 
sigh of tefiderness and'tegret. l%otigh 
rendered less donnected by tnAtiy ttn^ 

n3 
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general interrupjtions and outbreakiDgs, a 
.translation of their lai^uage would have 
contained a regular descant, which, in sub- 
jrtance, might have proved to possess a 
train of consecutive ideas. 

A girl, selected for the task by her rank 
and qualifications, commenced by modest 
allusions to the qualities of the deceased 
warrior, embellishing her expressions with 
those oriental images, that the Indians 
have probably brought with them from 
4iie extremes of the otiier continent, and 
.^bich form, of tibemselves, a link to con- 
nect the ancient histories of the two worlds. 
She called him the " panther of his tribe ;" 
and' described him* as one whose moccasin 
left no trail on the dews; whose bound 
was like the leap of the young fawn ; 
^ose eye was brighter than a star in the 
dark night ; and whose voice, in batitei 
was loud as the thunder of the Manitto. 
She reminded him of the mother who bore 
him, and dwelt forcibly on the happiness 
she must feel in possessing such a son. 
She bade him tell her, when they met in 
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the world of spirits, that the Delaware 
girls had shed te?irs above the grave of her 
child, and had called her blessed* 

Then, they who succeeded, changing 
their tones to a milder and still more ten^ 
der strain, alluded, with the peculiar deli- 
cacy and sensitiveness of women, to the 
stranger maiden, who had left the upper 
earth at a time so near his own departure 
as to render the will of the Great Spirit too 
manifest to be disregarded. They admo- 
nished him to be kind to her, and to have 
consideration for her ignorance of those 
arts^ which were so necessary to the comfort 
of a warrior like himself* They dwelt 
upon her matchless beauty, and on her 
noble resohition, without the taint of envy, 
and as angels may be thought to delight 
in a superior excellence ; adding that these 
endowments should prove more than an 
equivalent for any little imperfections m 
her education. 

* After which, others again, in due suc- 
cession, spoke to the maiden herself, in the 
low, soft language of tenderness and love. 
They .exhorted her to be of cheerful mind^ 
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4p fpar Rottolg fcf her f«turp wplf#^e. 

knew how to proyifisfoi' i)er sfiaailest wants ; 
mA 9 ^rarripF w^a at h^ ^i4& T^^Q ^^s 
i|Ml^ to prptect fepr against every danger. 
Th^y prjMaise4 tliat her path .^ftuld b^ 
{)}ea89n|:, and her burt^eq Ugh|t. T^y 
jBftp|ipiiie4 her 8g»insi|; uaay^ling regr^ 
for Uie ftiend^ qf her ypu^hi f'^jA |;h^ spepes 
vhere )|er fathers had dwpll^; ^^wri^g her 
that the *' );)le^9e4 hunting g^ omids of the 
l^emapy contained valei^ as plea3iMit9 
^tre^ms a^ pures ^nd flowers a§ 9weet, as 
the ^*JJe?tven of the pale-feceg." They 
ndvised her to }^e attentive to the wai^ pf 
tier campi^nipn, and never tQ fprget the 
(ii^tinction which the Manitto had spr wisely 
established between them. Then* in a 
wild burst of their chant, they sung, with 
united voices, the tepper of the Mexican's 
mind. They pyonoupced hiro noble, 
manly and generous; all that became a 
warTior» and all that a maid ttught Iwe. 
Clothing thek Ideaa in the sMiat renrate 
and subtle imagea, they betrayed, that* i^^ 
t^e. ^hwt period of their intereoursei titty 



THfi MOHICANS. ^77 

V4 d^BCOvered, with the intuitive percep- 
tion of J;heir sex, the tru^^nt disposition of 
^ i|ic}inatioas. The Delaware girls had 
.^^an4 no favour in his eyes ! He was of a 
rm^ thgt had pnee been lords on the shored 
of the saU l^^ke, and his wishes had led him 
b?ick to a people who dwelt about the 
graves pf his fathers. Why should not 
4U<^ j^ predilection be encouraged ! That 
she was of a blood purer and richer than 
the rest of h&r nation, any eye might have 
seen* That she was equal to the dangers 
^Od d$u*iBg of a life in the woods, her con- 
dilfrt h^d proved y apd, now, they added, the 
** wise one of the earth*' had transplanted 
her to a place where she would find con- 
genial spirits, and might be for ever happy. 
TheU;, with another transition in voice 
and subject^ allusions were made to the 
wigin who wept in the adjacent lodge. 
They compared . her to flakes of snow ; as 
pure, M white, as brilliant, and as liable 
to melt in tlie feree heats of summer^ or 
CM^eal in the frosts of winter. They 
doubted not that she was lovely in the 
ey^s of ib^ young chief, wh^se akin and 
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whose sorrow seemed so like her own ; but, 
though far from expressing such a pre- 
ference, it was evident they deemed her 
less excellent than the maid they mourned. 
Still they denied her no meed, her rare 
charms might properly claim. Her ringlets 
w^ere compared to the exuberant tendrils of 
the vine, her eye to the blue vault of the 
heavens, and the most spotless cloud, with 
its glowing flush of the sun, was admitted 
to be less attractive than her bloom. 

During these and similar songs, nothing 
was audible but the murmurs of the music ; 
relieved, as it was, or rather rendered ter- 
rible, by those occasional bursts of grief, 
which might be called its chorusses. The 
Delawares themselves listened like charro«d 
men ; and it was very apparent, by tlie 
variations of their speaking countenances, 
how deep and true was their sympathy. 
Even David was not reluctant to lend his 
ears to the tones of voices so sWeet; and 
long ere the chant was ended, his eager 
and attentive gaze announced that his soul 
was entirely enthralled. 
The ficout^ to ; whom alone, of all ibe 
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white men, the words were intelligible, 
suffered himself to be a little aroused from 
his meditative posture, and bent his face 
aside, to catch, their meaning, as the girls 
proceeded. But when they spoke of the 
future prospects of Cora and Uncas, he 
shook his head, like one who knew the 
error of their simple creed, and resuming 
his reclining attitude, he maintained^ it 
until the ceremony — if that might be called 
a ceremony, in which feeling was so deeply 
imbued — was finished. Happily for the 
self-command of both Hey ward and Munro, 
they knew not the meaning of the wild 
sounds they heard. 

Ching^^hgook was a solitary exception 
to the interest manifested by the. native 
part of the audience. His look never 
changed throughout the whole of the 
scene, nor did a muscle move in his dark 
and rigid countenance, even at the wildest 
or most pathetic parts of the lanaentation. 
The cold and senseless remains, of his son 
was all to him, and . every other sense but 
that of sight seemed frozen, in order that 
his eyes might take their final gaze at those 
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lineaments he had so long loved, and which 
were now about to be closed for ever from 
liis view. 

In this stage of the funeral obsequies, a 
warrior much renowned for his deeds in 
arms, and more especially for his services 
in the recent combat, a man of stem and 
grave demeanour, advanced slowly from 
the crowd, and placed himself nigh the 
person of the dead. 

•* Why hast thou left us, pride of the 
Wapanachki [*• he said, addressing himself 
to the dull ears of Uncas, as though the 
empty clay still retained the faculties of 
the animated man ; " thy time has been 
like that of the sun when in the trees ; thy 
glory brighter than his light at noon-day. 
Thou art gone, youthful warrior, but a 
hundred Wyandots are clearing the briars 

• • • 

from thy path to the worid of spirits. 
Who that saw thee in battle, would believe 
that thou couldst die ! Who before thee 
bast ever shown Uttawa the way into the 
fight. Thy feet were like the wings of 
eagles ; thine ami heavier than falling 
branches from the pinej and thy voice 
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iike ;the Mahitto, when he speaks in the 
jdouds« The topgue of Uttawa is weak,^* 
ha added, looking about him widi a me* 
lancholy gaze, ^Vand his heart exeeediog 
feeayy; Pride of the Wapanacbki, why 
■haatthou kfi ufi !'' 

Hq Iwas (Succeeded by others, in due 
erder, until most of the high and gi^d 
men i^t the nation had -sung or spoken 
their tsibute xff praise over the manes of 
the deceasedohieftain. When each had 
eoded, another deep and breatbii^ alienee 
xeigned in ^1 the place. 

Then alow, deep sound was 'heard, Jlike 
ithe £^ppressed accompaniment of distant 
m^usic, nsing just high enough <m the a^ 
rto be audible, and yet so indistinctly, as to 
deave its character, and the place whence 
it prqceeded, alike matters of ^xmjeeture. 
It was, however, succeeded by another a^d 
another strain^ each in a biglier key, until 
they grew on the ear, £rst in long drawn 
and often repeated int^ections, and finally 
in words, ^he lips of Ghingachgobk had 
so far parted, as to announce that it was 
the monody of the £Miier which w.^ bow 
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^bout to be uttered. Though not an eye 
was turned towards hiai, nor the smallest 
^ign of Impatience exhibited, it was apparent 
by the manner in which the multitude 
elevated their heads to listen, that they 
drunk in the sounds with an intenseness pf 
Mtention, that none but Tamenund himself 
liad ever before commanded. But they 
listened in vain. The strains rose just so 
Joud, as to become intelligible, and then 
^r$w fainter and more trembling, until they 
finally sunk on the ear, as if borne away by 
a passing breath of wind. The lips of the 
Sagamore closed, and he remained silent in 
liis seat, looking, with his rivetted eje and 
inotionless form, like some creature tibat 
had been turned from the Almighty hand 
with the form, but without the spirit of a 
.Ulan. The Delaware, who knew, by these 
symptoms, that the mind of their friend was 
not prepared for so mighty an effort of 
fortitude, relaxed in their attention, and, 
with innate delicacy, seemed to bestow all 
their thoughts on the obsequies of the 
3tranger maiden. 
A signal was given, by one of the elder 
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chiefs, to the women, who crowded that 
part of the circle near which the body of 
Cora lay. Obedient to the sign, the girk 
raised the bier to the elevation of their 
heads, and advanced with slow and rego^ 
lated steps, chanting, as they proceeded^ 
another soft, low, and wailing song, in 
praise of the deceased. Gamut, who had 
been a close observer of rites he deemed so 
heathenish, now bent his head over the 
jshoulder of the unconscious father, whis- 
pering — 

" They move with the remains of thy 
child ; shall we not follow, and see them 
intended with Christian burial?** 

Munro started, as though the last trumpet 
had sounded its blast in his ear, and be- 
stowing one anxious and hurried glance 
around him, he arose and followed in the 
simple train, with the mien of a soldier^ 
but bearing the full burthen of a parent's 
suffering. His friends pressed around him 
with a sorrow that was too strong to be 
termed sympathy — even the young French- 
man joining in the procession, \rith the air 
of a man who was sensibly touched at the 
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^iy.and mdasicboly fate of one 4o lovely. 
iBut .when the last and humblest female of 
(the tribe had joined in the wild, and yet 
-ordered, mrray, the .men of the Lenape 
•contracted ^eir> circle, and formed, again, 
«afound the per son. of Uncas, as silent, as 
^a,Te, and as motionless, as before. 

The ^lace wbich had :been chosen h^ 
(the gni«e of Cora, iwas atlittle kn6&, vrbere 
A cluster of young and healthful pines bafl 
4aken root, &mning, of themselves, -a melan- 
choly and appropriate shade over the 
Kjiot. On reacfamg it, the girls deposited 
(their churthen, and continued, for mmy 
minutes, \i^aiting, with characteristic pa- 
jdeitce, and natiiee tknidity, for some evi- 
dence, that they w3)ose fedings ^wete mort 
sconoerned, were content with the arrange- 
ment At Sength, ike scout, who 4lone 
.wiAeratoDd thseair habits, said, in their d^^n 
Janguager-- 

^My dau^ters have done wcfl; tbe 
^hite tonen thank tbefnu'^ 

Satisfied witiki this testimony in their 
&voftir, Ae girls proceeded to deposit tbe 
iiody in a sisell, ingenious^ty, and not inele- 
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g:|tiiay» ikbridated of tke bark of the birah^ . 
after "whhok,.. they lowered it into its^ dacrk 
add final abode* The cenemoijy of coverii^i 
tber^sia&iK^ and coaeeaUog the tnadcs * of 
the fresh earth, by leaves and otiswr natural'. 
dxkd customary objects^ was <x>i3duetM with 
the same siaple and' sihmt forma. Bu(t> 
Tfben: tjie labours: of the kind bleings; who. 
bad perfonin^ ' these sad ami friendlyl 
offices, were so far completed, they best*-, 
tated^. in d wby; to nhmr, . that i they knew 
not how much fafthlsr they'nii$ht:prdemd;r 
Itwansf int this stage; of th^riiliei^ tfaattket 
seont agsda addressed them^r*- 

'' My youngwomtettfaaye done enough^'! 
he: said^ : ^^ the':i^»rit of a piilehfaoe has ncK 
QBed of food or; raiment— ^their^giftii bieingi 
according to the: heaarenr.of their colour; 
I see.^'' hdj; added,.' gtencin^ an^ ty^ at David»' 
who .was preparing hii»^ book in; a manner 
that indicated ianinteotton) to^lfead- the waj? 
in sacred song^ }^ that one* who better knoiv^ 
theiChristiaa faahioos is/aboirtitb sprakiT* 

Tber females • stood modeiidy aside^ ^ 
from .having: been? tiiie:pitinc]|)^ aetQisin^ 
theiscene^ jtfaey jsow beeaine rthe meek' andb 
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attentive observers of that whidi followed, 
Durmg the time David was occupied in 
pouring out the pious feelings of his spirit 
in this manner, not a sign of surprise, nor 
a look of impatience, escaped them. They 
listiened as though they knew the noeanii^ 
of the strange words, and appeared as if 
they felt the mingled emotions of sorrow, 
hope, and resignation^ they were intended 
to convey. 

Excited by the . scene he had just wit- 
nessed, and perhaps influence by his own 
secret emotions, the master of song ex- 
ceeded all his usual efforts. His full, rich 
voice, was not found to suffer by a com- 
parison with the soft tones of the girb ; 
and his more modulated strains possessed, 
at least for the ears of those to whom they 
were peculiarly addressed, the additional 
power of intelligence. He ended the an- 
them^ as he had commenced it, in the midst 
of a grave and solemn stillness. 

When, however, the closing cadence 
had fallen on the ears of his kuditors, the 
secret, timbrou§ glances^ of the eyes, and 
die general, and yet subdued movement of 



the assemblage, betrayed, that something 
was expected from the father of the de- 
ceased. Muiiro seemed sensible that the 
time was come for him to exert what is, per- 
haps, the greatest effort of which human na- 
ture is capable. He baredhis gray locks, and 
looked around the timid and quiet throng, 
by which he was encircled, with a firm and 
cc^ected countenance. Then motioning 
with his hand for the scout to listen, he 
said — 

** Say to these kind and gentle females, 
that a heart-broken and faiUng man, returns 
them his thanks. Tell them, that the Being 
we all worship, under different names, will 
be mindful of their charity; and that the 
time shall not be distant, when we may 
assemble around his throne, without dis^ 
tinction of sex, or rank, or colour !'* 

The scout Ustened to the tremulous voice 
in which the veteran delivered these words, 
and shook his head, slowly, when they were 
endfed, as one who doubted of their efficacy. 
**To tell them this," he said, " woiild 
be to tell them that the snows come not in 
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the tnnter, or' thht the stin shines fiercest 
when the trees ai?e stripped of their leftv^ !^' 

Then turning to the women, he made 
such a^ coflranunication of the other's ^ati- 
tttde, as he deemed most suited to the capaci^ 
ties>(^ his listeners. The head of Munrb had 
alipeady sunken up6n his chest, and he was 
agciin fibst relapsing into his brooding me- 
laaicholy 9 when the young FrenchmaB before 
luimed. Ventured to touch him lightly on 
the elbow. As soon as he had gained the 
atttotion of the mdurhing . old man, he 
pointed towards a grbupe of young Indians, 
who approached with a light, but closely 
cohered litter, and then pointed upward, 
kripr^esfixvbly) towteds the sun. 

"I understiandyoui sir," returned Munro, 
with a vciCe' of fmced fiitabess ; ^' I under- 
stand yt>ti« It is the wfll of Heaven, and I 
mlmiit. Cora, my <Mtd ! if the prayers of 
aheart4)roken&tber' could avail thee now, 
how blessed shouldst thou be! Come, 
gentlemen,"' his added, looking about him 
iHth an'ai^ of loAy composure^ though the 
anguish that quivered in his £uied c6ifiite- 
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xmnce was far too powerful to be entiid^ 
concealed ; ** our duty here is ended ; let us 
4qpart/' 

Hey ward gladly obeyed a summoiis that 
. took tbem from a spot, where, eaeh instant, 
he felt his self^controul was about to desert 
hkti. While his companions were mounting, 
hoWelver, he found time to press the hand of 
the scout, I3tnd to repeat the terms of an 
engagement they had made, to meet again, 
within the posts of the British army. Then 
gladly throwing himself into the saddle, he 
spurred his charger to the /Side of the litter, 
whence low and stiiSed sobs alone announ- 
ced the presence of Alice. In this manner, 
the hbad of Munfo again dropping on his 
• bosom, with Heyward and David following 
an sorrowing silence, and attended by the 
Aide of -Montcalm, with h}s guard, all the 
white men, with the ^exception ofHawk* 
eye, passed from before the eyes. of the 
DelaWares, and w^resoon buried in the val^t 
forests of that region. 

But the tie which, through their comiaon 
calamity, had united ;the feelings. ^f.thes 

VOL. III. o 
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simple dwellers in the woods with the 
strangers who had. thus, transiently visited 
them, was not so easily broken*. Years 
passed away before the traditionary tale 
of the white maiden, and of the. yoimg 
warrior of the Mohicans, ceased to beguile 
.the long nights and tedious marches .of 
their weariness, or to animate their youth- 
ful and brave with a desire for vengeance 
against their natural enemies. Neither 
were the secondary actors in all these mo- 
mentous incidents immediately forgotten. 
Through the medium of the scout, who 
served for years afterwards as a link between 
them and civilised life, they Ipamed, in 
answer to their inquiries, that the " gray- 
head*' was; speedily gathered to his fathers : 
borne down, as was erroneously believed, 
by his military misfortunes ; and that the 
" open hand" had conyeyed his surviving 
daughter far into the settlements of tl)e 
**pale faces/' where her tears, had, at last, 
ceased to Aow, and \iB,d been succeeded by 
the bright smiles which were; better suited 
to her -happy and joyous nature. 
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But these were events of a time later than 
that which concerns our tale. Deserted by 
ail of his colour, Hawk-eye returned to the 
spot where his own sympathies led him, 
with a force that no ideal bond of union 
could bestow. He was just in time to 
catch a parting look of the features of 
Uncas, whom the Delawares were already 
enclosing in his last vestments of skins. 
They paused to permit the longing and 
lingering gaze of the sturdy woodsman, and 
when it was ended, the body was enveloped 
never to be unclosed again. Then came a 
procession like the other, and the whole 
nation was collected about the temporary 
grave of the chief— temporary, because it 
was proper, that, at some future day, his 
bones should rest among those of his own 
people. 

The movement^ like the feeling, had 
been simultaneous and general. The same, 
grave expreission of grief, the same rigid 
silence, and the same deference to the prin- 
cipal mourner, were observed, around the 
place of interment, as have been already de- 

o 2 



scribed; The body was^ depoidted in an 
attitude of repose^ &citig the insing stm,- 
with die implements of war, and of the 
chase at hahd» in readinsss fbr the final 
journey* An opening was left in th£ shdi, 
by which k was protected from the soit for 
Che spirit to communicate wi(3i Its eatthly 
tenement^ when necessary;, and th^ whole 
was concealed from thfe instinct^ and pro^ 
tected from the ravages of die beasts of 
prey, with a» ingenuity peculiar ta the na- 
tives. The manisal rif es tbeii' ceased, and 
all present reverted to the more spiritual 
part of the ceremonies. 

Chingachgook became once vmre^ the 
object of the common attention. He had 
not yet spoken, smd soiiiethxng cimsdatery 
and instructive was eispected, firom so* re- 
nowned a chief, on an occasion of such 
general interest* Cddscioua of the wishes 
of the people, the stern and self- restrained 
warrior raised his face, which bad ktteriy 
been buried in his robe, and looked about 
hitb, with a steady eye. His firmly com- 
pressed and expressive lips then severed, and 



fpr tfee fefi*time4iuiBg:tb^longcereaiooies, 
his voice was beard, distinictly $udjijble, 

** Why do my brother^ mourn !" hes9a4» 
regftrdifig th^ d^xk r^ace of dg^cteict w^r- 
riors^ by whom b^. wqs eoyif oued ; " why 
do my djaugbters weep ! that a young man 
has gpne to the liappy hu»tij]g grounds ; 
tbait s^ chief has filled hi^ firm with honour. 
He was goocj*- He was ^dw#fiiJL He wajs 
barave.. Who^ cau dqny it. ? Tbe: Manitto 
had need of such a warrior^ and he baa 
call^ bim away. As for ift^ the sQXk and 
the fatb^^ of l^ncas, I am a/ bl^?^ pi^e in 
2k dearing of the palQ-fnq'es/ My 3?ac;e h%^ 
go^Q ffom the sibor^a of tbe aalt l^k^^ and 
the bilk of th^ DeJawares^ But wba caa 
say that Ihe 8<&rpent of his tribe h^ft for- 
gptt^n bis \^s4Qm I I am ajo^etr-*' 

"No, no/* cried Hawkneye* who had 
bw» ga?aog with a yearning look at the^ 
ri^ features of bis friend, with something 
like hi& own self-command, hut wbose phi* 
losopby could epdure no longer j " no> 
l^amore, not ^oheu The gifts, of our 
colour may be different, but God has so 
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placed us as to journey in the same path. 
I have no kin, and I may also say, like 
you, no people. He was your son, and a 
red-skin by nature ; and it may be, that 
your blood was nearer — but if ever I forget 
the lad, who has so often fou't at my side 
in war, and slept at my side in peace, may 
He who made us all, whatever may be our 
colour or our gifl3> forget me. The boy 
has left us for a time, but. Sagamore, you 
are not alone !'* 

Chingachgook grasped the hands that, in 
the warmth of his feeling, the scout had 
stretched across the fresh earth, and in 
that attitude of friendship, these two sturdy 
and intrepid woodsmen bowed their heads 
together, while scalding tears fell to their 
feet, watering the grave of Uncas, like 
drc^s of fallen rain. 

In the midst of the awful stillness wiib 
which such a burst of feeling, coming, 
as it did, from the two most renowned 
warriors of that region, was received, 
Tamenund lifted his voice, to disperse the 
multitude. 
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*^ It is enough f* he said. " Go, children 
of the Lenape ; the anger of the Manitto 
is not done. Why should Tamenund stay ? 
The pale faces are ms^^sters of the earth, 
and the time of the red-men has not yet . 
come again. My day has been too long. 
In the morning I saw the sons of Unimis 
happy and strong ; and yet, before the 
night has come, have I lived to see the last 
warrior of the wise race of the Mohicans.'* 



THE END, 
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